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The CoimciL of the Camden Socistt desire it to be under- 
stood that thej are not answerable for any opinions or observa- 
tions that may appear in the Society's pablications ; the Editors of 
the several works being alone responsible for the same. 
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The letters printed in the present volume have been derived 
from two Sfjiirces. Forty-tlirco of them have been conmiunicated 
to the Camden Society by the rev. Edward Ryder, rector of 
Oaksey, in the coimty of Wilts : and the remaining fifty-two have 
been printed from a volmiie of transcripts formerly in the library of 
sir Peter Tliompsoni and now" the property of the Camden Society 
by pm'cha&e from James Orchard Halliwcll, esq. 

Of the letters for which we are indebted to Mr. Ryder, tlurty-two 
are originals written wholly by the hand of qncen Elizabeth ; six 
are originals of an official character written by a secretaiy but signed 
by queen Elizalxith ; two are contemporary copies of letters of king 
James^ and two are drafts or copies in his majesty's handwTiting. 

In what manner so large a collection of royal letters found their 
way into the possession of Mr. Ryder is partly accounted for as 
follows : 

At the period to which these letters relate It was the custom for 
royal secretaries, and also for many other public functionaries, to 
treat as their own all papers relating to tliat portion of the public 
.business which they were officially called upon to transact, A royal 
' servant who advised the sovereign resi>ecting a reply to a i^Titten 
communication generally retained afterwards, in Ms own possession, 
the communication which had been answered and the 'draft or copy 
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of tlie reply* Atid wlien he retircfl from office, he trmk Jiway tliose 
papei-s with hiin. He looked upon them as his vaucliers and 
evidences, the proofs aaid justifications of his puhlic eoiiduct. He 
deemed them m much his own as the title deeds of his private estate^ 
It IS in this way tliat so many collections of what are now more 
properly considered to he public documents came to be scattered 
over the country in the mmiimcnt rooms of noble families. In this 
way, also, and in consequence of tlie changes to which all families 
arc subject, numbers beyond numljer of such pajjei's have been 
totally lost As soon as the persons who were primarily interested 
in these ^mpers had passed away, the necessity for their preservation 
Ikecamo less apparent Damp and vermin laid siege to them; fire 
destroycfl masses incalculable ; and when changes of fortune or oi' 
residence rendered it imperative that such collections should be got 
rid of, they were eitlier consigned to most ignoble uses, or divided 
and scattered, here and tlicre, in foreign countries, or in tlie most 
unlikely nooks and comers of our own, juid were thus again subji>cted 
to a multiplication of tlie same chances as before* Antiquai'ies s<kjii 
became alive to the evils which necessarily resulted from such a 
stsite of things; and it was by the purchase of such papers from care- 
less or needy possessors that sir Robert Cotton, tlie earl of Oxfbnl, 
lord Shelburne, and other eminent persons of sinulju* tastes, were 
enabled to get togetlier the vast coUections of state papers which 
exist in their manuscript libraries. 

Many of the letters now communicated by Mr. Ryder bear 
obvnouB marks of having passed through the Imnds of oHicial persons. 
Written on the backs of some of them ai'e memoranda of what may 
be sup[x>sed to be the day eitlier of date or receipt (pju 39, 41, 41) 
51). On othei*9 the indorsement states not only tlie day but also the 
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iiKnie of the receipt, as at p, 45, '* Received 8th February, 1586, by a 
(iost ; "" at p. 67, " 1591, 3 November, Delivered by Mr. Bowes ; " at 
p. 70, '* Delivered by linger Aishton, 28th January, 1591 ; " at p. 75, 
•* JL Scotland. 1592, presented by Mr, Bowes, 3 Junij. ; " and 
p, 80, « Delivered by the lord Borough, the 16th of March, 1593.** 
But the indorsemeut^ which ai^o most to our purix>8e occur at p. 25, 
** Copy of tile king his letter to [the] ciueen of England, 20 December, 
1 (iH5,'" and at p, 93, " Sent to me to be presented to his majestic at 
Tliiilestane, 19th October, 1593." 

These indorsemeiita may be taken to indicate, in the case of the let- 
teiis of queen Elizabeth, that, after they had been presented to king 
James, and, in the case of the copies of* Jame4S*s letters, that, after their 
tenor had been determined u|)on with his majesty, they were retained 
by some official j>erson, or by some succession of official persons, 
accorduig to the custom to which I liave referred ; and the mention 
of " Tliirlestane ** tUrects our attention to a family in wluch sucli 
pa[»ers were very likely to be found. 

The house that "stands on Leader side** needs no introdnetion to 
our Scottish readers ; but it may not be sui)erfluous to remind the 
English members of the Camden Society, that Thirlestane is a chief 
seat of the Maitlands, an ancient family eminently connpicuous in 
the liistory of Scotland dai*iiig the period to winch these pajiers 
relate, and not less so in the liistory of England as well as of Scot- 
hind, duj'ing the subseciueut Stewart reigns* 

Sir Rlchai*d Maitlantl, of Lethington and Tlih-lestane, was ap 
pointe*! one of the extraordinary lords of session in 1554, imd one of 
the ordinary lords in 1561. He also held the office of keejH?r of the 
j»rivy seal from 1562 to 1567. In the tatter yeiu* he bec^mie totally 
blind. In spite of that iidirmity he continued to lixocutfi his office 
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of judge — the very representative of Justice herself — for maiiy yem^s, 
but the privy seal was handed over to the keeping of Jolm Maitland, 
his second son. 

Of that eminent man, — the Burghley of Scotland, as he has been not 
tmapdy termed, — it is scarcely necessary to say a word. During a 
j>eriod of nearly thirtj^ years, he devoted himself to the double duties of 
judge and statesman. In the successive appointments of keejier of the 
privy seal, lord of session, secretary of state, and ultimately of loi-d 
chancellor, much of the most important business of Scotland passed 
through his hands. In 1590, be w^as created baron Maitland of 
Thirlestime, and at that place he died on the Srd October, 1595. 

The chancellor's only son, John second lord Maitland, was created 
\'iscoimt Lauderdale in 1616, and earl in 1624. One striking 
anc»cdote wHl be a sufficient evidence of his character. During the 
civil wars the charter chest of the Maitlands was buried, for safety' 
sake, in the earth. On the return of more jx^aceful times, or on the hap- 
pening of some necessity for a recurrence to the chest, it was brought 
forth from its place of concealment But Its contents were found to 
have been destroyed by the very means taken for their preservation. 
Damp had rendered them illegible and altogetlier useless. It 
chanced, tliat, long before, the earl had made a calendar of all his 
charters and writs^Klocuments of pecuHar importance in those days. 
Such was the miiversal estimation in which the integrity of the earl 
was hckl, that the parliament of Scotland dii'ected, without scruple* 
that Ills calendar should be accepteil as evidence in place of the 
docmnents destro3'ed, and ordered tlie clerk-register to autlienticate 
it accoinlingly.* 

The first earFs eldest son, anotlier John Maitland, was bom on the 

• Ctswford'i Peerage of ScoL p. 258. 



INTHODUCTION, 

2-lth May* 1616, His reputation presents in many respects a 
Jecided contrast to that of his father. In early life he was a 
covenanter. At the battle of Worcester he was taken prisoner 
fighting on the side of Charles IL He was released from a nine 
years' imprisonment in the Tower by general Monk. The Restora- 
tion placed liim m the foremost rank of pubUc men. Pepys has 
registered tliat lord Lauderdale declared that he liail rather hear a cat 
m&w than listen to the best music in the world ; * and otliers may feel 
inclined to attribute to him all the consequences which Shaks];)erQ 
predicates of such a disposition. He figm'ed in the Cabal nunistry, 
He was created duke of Lauderdale, He continued for many years 
in the supreme direction of the affairs of Scotland, which he 
governed upon princiiJes which were universally unpopulai*. He 
died, out of favour and neglected, on the 24th August, 1682. 

The many and long-continued public cmplo^Tnc^nts of this distin- 
guished family render it extremely likely that such letters as those 
now publislied may have found a way into their |>osscssion. 
The memorandmn which has been quoted r^^pecting Thirle^tane 
points directly to the chancellor. And the sup|>osition that these 
have been Maitland papers is rendered ahnost conclusive by tliis 
circumstance, tliat tlie only odier paj.Mji's of the same kind which are 
in tlie jxissession of Mr. Rydei* are a considerable collection of 
original letters addressed to John duke of LauderdalCj with many 
copies of letters written by hhn in his capacity of secretary for 
Scotland, 

On the authority of these facts, I will take it for granted tliat tlie 



^ ** Stnm^e to Ueor my luril X^mj^^rdolo say himself that he Imd rmther hear a cat mew 
than iJic bent mtmic hi tiiu wurhl ; au^t Lho hettur thu miuic the more juck it mAkoa him; 
antt (hut of nil IniirumetiU be liat4W tint luW imwti imd next to that tbv bogpipv," 
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Iljder MSS. now published have been liaiitled down tliroii<rh the 
Miiitlaiitb of Thirlestiine. It remains that I should indicate in what 
manner papers which once belongetl to that family have turned up, 
ailter the lapse of nearly three hundred years, in a secluded parson- 
age in North Wilts. 

With all lijs political faults — which the present writer would be 
the last person in the world to defend — the duke of Lauderdale 
proved hims^'lf to be a Maithmd by liis love and patronage of htera- 
ture. In tliat respect this family is singularly enunent Sir Richard 
^lajtland, hhuself a [loet, is no%v principally known as tlie gi'eat pre- 
server of the ancient poetry of Scotland. The chancellor exliibited 
the family taste by poetical comix>sitions of his owiij not only 
in Latin but also in the vernacular language of his day. The first 
earl, as we have seen, had antiquarian knowledge enough to make 
calendars of [Uicient cliarters. Another Richard Maitland, to whom 
we shall allude iiereatlcr, made a translation of Virgil which 
fiinxislied many lines to Dryden, and collected a library which, in 
the judgment of Evelyn, was of exceeding value. And even the 
vindictive^ furious duke, the reckless, unscrupulous politician, set 
great store ujKjn a clioice and splentlid library of jirinted books, and 
added to that taste for ornamental decoration and the tine arts, of 
wdjich the evidence still exists at Ham House and Hclmingham, a 
love for old MSS*^ of w^hicli he jxissessed a most valuable col- 
lection, probably pai'tly inherited and iw^rtly acqub-ed. In such a 
family letters of queen Elizabeth and king James seemed safe. 

The Juke*s brother Charles, who was his successor in his earldom, 
was probably in neeily ciiTumstanc<?s, Evelyn writes to Pepys in 
August, 1G89, tliat the duke*s collection of books and MSS- still 
remained entire, but was for sale in the hands of a jierson who had 
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advanced money upon it In May, 1690, the print4?(l IkhjUs were 
sold by auction in I^^ndrju in two sales. The first sale consisted of 
the French, Italian, and S[>anish books, and Ivegan on the 14th May. 
The second sale comprised the English books, and began on the 27th 
Off the same montlu The books are described, both by Evcljii and 
in the sale catalogue, as choice and curious copies, bound with true 
bibliomaniacal smnptuousness. The collection of MSS. ix^niained 
unsold for some time longer. 

In 1691 Charles earl of Lauderdale died. He was succeeded by 
his son Richard, who at the revolution of 1688 had taken the side of 
the exiled sovereign^ and had followed him into France* Richard 
earl of Lauderdale w^as the ti-anslator of Virgil, and the collector of 
MSS. before mentioned; a man likely to estimate, even beyond its value, 
Buch a library of MSS, as that which belonged to the duke. But when 
he succeeded to the earldom he was Ii\dng at St Germains in great 
poverty. Although an exile for the cause of James IL, he was out of 
fiivoiu' with his stubborn master, who despised and resented his concilia- 
tory advice. The whole fortimes of the family seemed to have suffered 
a total eclipse ; and one learns without surprise, that, at length, tlie 
dnke^s e43llection of MSS. was sold by auction in London in January, 
1691-2. A copy of the sale catalogue, purchased out of the Heber 
library by the riglit honourable J. G, Craig, was contributed by him 
to the Bannatyne Miscellany* It does not contain any notice of tlie 
letters now published, nor of the oUier MSS, in the possession of Mr. 
Ryder. They were of too recent interest to be made the subject of 
a gale ; but the same storm which scattered the other MSS. of tliis 
family, no doubt drove tliose in which we have an interest from their 
re9ting-j»lace. It is a wonder tliat any of them were prciserved. 
Mr. Ryder, fonnerly of the Charter House, father of the rev. 
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Edward Ryder, was a mmi of liigli tiniincncc m a solicitor iii Limdon 
during the latk-r liaif of the last century. He died in the year 1839 
at the age of 97* The papers now published^ together with the 
others remaining in his son's possession, belonged to Mr. Ryder of the 
Charter House fur a very long iwriod. He set great store by them, 
and often exhibited to his fnends the royal letters wliich are among 
them as very important and interesting curiosities. They were in 
his possession as long back as any person now living can remembert ^ 
But how they came into his possession, or whether those which he 
acquired are all that were preserved, is not kno^vn. Mr, Ryder was 
professionally employed by many noble and eminent Scottish families, 
but whether he acquired tliese papers tJu'ough any of liis Scottish 
clients, or by purchase, or in what other manner, is utterly miknown. 
The high character which he is universally known to have maintained, 
during a life prolonged far bej^ond the ordinary average of mortality, 
is a sufficient guai*antee for liis having acquired them honourably. 
On the death of Mr, Ryder of the Charter House, they descended 
to his only son, the gentleman to whom the Camden Society is now 
indebted for the use of them. 

Respecting the Tliompson MS. a comparatively few words will 
suffice. It is a quailo volume of transcripts written in a modern 
hand, and entitled " State Papers in the Time of Queen Elizabeth and 
King James the 1st; in the coUectiou of Su^ Peter Thompson, 
F.R.S.'' The volume contains transcripts of many otlier letters 
besides those now published, all of them connected with king James, 
an<r also eight pallors respectuig the execution of Maiy queen of 
Scots. * The title page must not be understood to mean that the 
original papers from which these transcripts were made were in the 
posseaaion of sir Peter Thompson. Certainly tliat was not the case. 
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The originals of several of the letters transcribed into this MS. are 
in tlie Cotton coUecticjn ; others are in tlie Stite Papei* Office ; others, 
it k believed, are at Hatfield ; and others are in the jwssession of Mr. 
Ryder. The volume was no doubt made np by some transcriber 
employed by sir Peter Thompson from MSS., whether copies or 
origin jds, which chanced to he accessible to liim. Sir Peter Thorn j>- 
son was a Dorsetsliire antiquary in the eighteenth centxiry. He 
was bora at Poole in 1698 and died there in 1770. He acquired 
a fortune in London as a Hamburgh merchant, and, cbancing to 
be higb-sberifF of Surrey on tlie occurrence of the rebellion in 1745, 
carried up a loyal address to king George IL and was knightecL Sir 
Peter was a fellow of the Uoyal Society and of the Society of Anti- 
qaaries, and was a collector of MSS. chiefly relating to Dorsetshire. 
But his valuable library and MSS. have all bc^?n scattei-ed. He 
bequeathed them to his kinsman and heir, a captain Peter Thomp- 
son of the Sun'ey militia, by whom a portion was sold shortly after 
sir Peter's death. The remainder was dispersed by Evans of Pall 
Mall on the 29th April, 1815. The MS. from which we have 
printed was probably the second article in lot 953 bi the sale at 
Evans's, described in the catalogue as ** State Papers collected by 
Cole, manuscript ; mui State Papers in EliseaWth and James L MSS.** 

The letters which liave been brought together from tliese two 
sources extend from 1582 to 1603, and touch more or less upon 
every important public incident which occurred in Scotland during 
those twenty eventful years. Considerable difficulty has betui found 
in aiTanging the letters in chronological order with luiy tluug like abso- 
lute certainty, from two causes which ai)|j!y to all queen lilizabeth's 
private letters ; one^ tliat sbe seldom or never dated a letter 5 
the other, that she often wrote in a style so involved and intricate, 
md that her allusions to events and persons were covered with such 

CAMD. soc. € 



INTRODUCTION. 



a cloud of words, that it h occasionally difficiilt to penetrate t^-j the 
exact person or event alluded to. No letter has been placed in 
clironological order but for reasons which perfectly satisfied the 
editor. Those to whieli ho was ujiahle to assiim a date which 
was satisfactory to himself^ he detemiined to throw into an ajipendix. 
Failher consideration has enabled bim to fix or approximate to tlie 
dates of two or tliree of the lettere in the appendix, but this 
occurred too late for the lettera to be inserted in their proper order. 
An accidental mistake, also, which happened after the book had gone 
to press, has thro\\ii two or tliree letters into the appendix, which 
ought not to have been there. Li order to obviate any incon- 
venience which may thus arise, and render the intbriuation in the 
book as accessible as possible to inqturers, it is thought good to 
give a sort of brief index to the bistoricd subjects to which the 
letters relate. 

Letters i. ii, and iii, (October 1582 to April 1583) relate to the 
government of Scotland, under tlie lords who were concenied in the 
Rdd of Rnthven, Tliat was an endeavour, it \v\ll be remembered, 
to free the country from the domination of tlie king's favourites 
Lcimox iuid ArraiL Queen Elizabeth had learnt from Robert Gary, 
tlmt the heart oF the young king was still set ujion his minions, 
altbough njjon his tongue there was notliing but a determination to 
be guided by the advice of Elizabetli. She at once luts the nail upon the 
head, and shows what accurate acquaintance she had with James's 
chai*actei" and position* by advising bim to take measures which woidd 
" show himself," as she says, " not to incline to nrake himself a pait}- 
of any faction within his own realm, — ^an inconvenience most dan- 
gerous either for liiraself or for any other prince to fall into, but 
to have a care as prince and sovereign among In's subjects, to 
minister justice indifferently unto them, and ti3 punish those that 
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sball l>e foujid to have forgotten themselves in duty towards him- 
mlV (p. 3.) 

Nos. iv. and v. (July 1583 and May 1584) were written afler Arran 
had regained his ascendancy in the manner mentioned in p, 7. The 
points worthy of note are the profuseness of James's expressions of 
attachment to queen Elizabeth, and the title which he iii)plies to her, 
" la bonne fenmie avee le chapeau rouge*" (jh 9.) EUzabeth had a 
fancy for giving nickxiamcs or fimiiliar titles to those about her, 
Burghley was her " spirit f Ilatton her ** eyelids ;*' WTiitgift 
her " black husband ;" Francis Bacon her *' young lord chancel- 
lor ; " Walsingham her ** moon ; " and there exist copies of two letters 
in which she atklressed lord Mountjoy, then her deputy in Ireland, as 
** mistress kitchen-niaid.*' * James probuhly adopted a designation 
which she had bestowed upon herself in some message sent to 
him through his ajaibassador. 

In letters vi. and vii. (Janum-y ur F^ljniju*y 1584-5) the gi-eat 
queen makes her persontd del/aL Hitherto her letters had been 
formal otficial documents. Now a question occurs of [)ei*sonaI inte- 
rest, and she herself steps forth ujion the scene. For the first time, 
as it would seem, she writes a private autograph letter to the Scot« 
tish king. The master of Gniy had drop|jed hints when in London 
respecting his knowk^Jge of some conspiracy against ElizabctL 
She is informed of what ho liad said. She sees him, hut makes no 
allusion to the 8ul»ject. No sooner has he left London than she posts 
off a messenger to James, who is charged to outstrip the Scottish am- 
bassador on his journey, and arrive in Edinburgh before liira. Her 
letter to James combines thnidity, cui'iuj^ity, luid cunning. She 
intreats him to question the master secretly, as if she were not the 

« Cotton MS. TitiM, 0. VU. fo. 123. 
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prompter, and to let her know the ti'uth* The insignificant resuJt 
appeai*s m letter vu> 

Nofi, viil ix. and x. (Jime and Jnly 1585) relate to the plot for 
the overthrow of Arran, carried on with the eoniiivaiice of sir 
Edward Wotton. The first is a somewhat bojish letter of thanks 
from James for a gift of horses, and for the mission to him of such a 
pleasant companion as Wotton. In letter x. Islizabeth indicates her 
estimate of Jameses character by cautioning him, in her shrewd 
powerful way, against playing a double game with her. She 
reminds liim of the proverb resi)ectin^ two strings to a how, and 
wanis him that " princes* causes cannot be veiled so covertly that 
no ir J tel licence may bewi*ay them ; " ** we old foxes/' she says, " can 
find shifts to save oui'selves by others' malice^ and ctJine by know- 
ledge of greatest secret, specially if* it touch our fireehold**" (p. 17.) 

Nos. xi. xii. and xiiL (August 1585) relate to the deatli of lord 
Russell in a border fray* This nobleman was the sir Francis 
Russell who is mentioned in the ballad of The Raid of the Reidswire. 
See sir Walter Scott's Border Minsti^elsy. (Toetical Works, IL 15.) 
Nos, xiv. to xxi. and also Ixxxiv. (August 1585 to July 1586) 
relate to the league concluded betwi^eii England and Scotland, and 
to a sepai-ate " instrument,*' by whieh Elizabeth was to bind herself 
to make James a eertfiin annual allowance. The treaty for the 
league was intemn*ted by the overtlurow of Arran's power, effected 
by the sudden retmTi of the |>rote8tant lords who had taken refuge in 
Enghmd. Elizabeth's vindication of herself (No, xv.) against the 
possible charge of having given them any encouragement will be 
read with interest " Judge of me," she says, " as of a king that 
carries no abject nature, and think this of me, that rather than your 
danger, I will venture mine.^ (p. 23.) The discussion as to the 
•* instrument" calls forth Elizabeth's scomful pleasantry: " Touch- 
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ing an ** instrument*' she says, " as your secretary t-enns it, that you 
desire to have me sign, I assure you though I can play of some, aud 
haye been brought up to know music, yet this discord would be so 
gross as were not fit for so well-tnned music" (p. 30.) 

No. xxii. (April 1586) is an official letter relating to the return to 
Scotland of Archibald Douglas, one of Dai'nley's murderers, 

Nos. xxiii, and xxiv, (October 1586) relate to Babington*s conspi- 
racy, and Nos. xxv. to xxix. (Jim. 1587 to July 1588) to queen 
Mary's execution. Elizabeth rose to her fiiU height in every time of 
difficulty or danger, and these letters, written in the very torrent and 
tempest of excitement, contain iervent impetuous passages, which 
could have fallen from few pens but hers. Before Mary's death 
we find her arguing strongly for its necessity. " By saving of her 
Ufe^ they woidd liave mine. Do I not, trow ye, make myself a 
goodly prey for every wretch to devour ? Transfigure yourself into 
my state, and suppose what you ought to do, and thereafter weigh 
my life, and reject the care of mui'der, and shun all baits that may 
untie our amities, and let all men know that princes know best their 
own laws, and misjudge not that you know not" (p. 42.) *• They 
will make," she writes in another letter, " that her life may l>e saved, 
and mine safe, which would God were true ! for when yuu make 
view my long danger indured these four — well nigh five — ^months 
• . . . you will grant with me, that if need were not more 
than my malice, she sliould not have her merit" (p, 44.) After 
the execution, she exclaims with the earnestness of a dreadful self- 
deception, " God, the searcher of all hejirts, ever so ha\^e misericorde 
of my sold, as ray iimocency in that matter descrveth, and no other- 
wise ; which invocation were too dangerous for a guilty conscience,^ 
(p. 48.) 

Nos. XXX. xxxi. xxxii. and Ixxxv. (August to Octolier 1588) relate 
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tu the Armada. No. xxxi, is, perhaps, tho nohlest letter of the whole. 
It has been printed before, from a copy iii the Cotton Library, but 
vei'y imjierfectly, Mr. Ryder has the origiJial, and we have not 
scrupled therefore to print it again (as we trust) with more accuracy- 
No, xxxiii. xxxiv. xxxv. and Lxxxix. relate to James's marriage 
and journey to Denmark for his bride, on which occasion, it may be 
worth noting, he was aceompanied by chancellor Maitland, These 
letters abound in stirring and emphatic passages. At p. 59, writing 
in reference to a propjsal for a pea^e with Spain, queen Elizabeth 
thus makes mention of her quarrel with Philip IL " My wrongs bo 
such as natuix^ of a king ought rather, for their pai*ticular, die thjui 
not revenge, yet the top of my courage shall never overstretch my 
heart from care of clmstian blood, aJiJ for tliat alone — no fear of 
him — I protest hefoi^e God fi"oni whom [proceed] both just quarrel 
[aud] fiiithfid subjects, and [who] valiant acts, I doubt not, will 
defend, yet, am 1 thus content that you shall follow the well-devised 
method ; and, if he will give plain grant without a guOeful meaning, 
I will make known that in me tlie lack of so good a work sliall never 
be found/* 

With No, X3CXV1. commences a series of lettei*s relating to James's 
conduct towiu^ds the earl of Huntly and the other Roman Cathohc 
lords w^ho for many years were perpetually plotting to betray their 
country into the hands of S[>aiD, The English mbiisters, more clears 
sighted and more patriotic than James, watched these noble con- 
spirators with the eyes of hawks, and by intercepting letters and 
messengers, from time to time, unravelled enough of tlieir dealings 
to havo convinced 4my one but Jame^ Fur a long time he believed 
that the notion of any such design was merely an English device to 
sow lUsconl Ix'tween himself and his friends. And when, at length, the 
truth became too appiuvnt to admit of denitd, Ids ehihlish fi»ndness 
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for some of the very persons wlio wcrc^ striving to niin him in\Tilved 
Ills country in trouhles and bUxjclshed, and called down upon hini 
many an indignant remonstrance frcmi his neighbour queen, who, 
" Cassandra-like, was never credited till tlie mishap had chanced," 
(p. 70*) Letters xxxvi. xli. xlii. slv. I U. liii. Ivii, Iviii. 
IxxxviL IxxxviiL xcL and xcv, (1589 to 1595), relate to tliis 
subject. Compelled, over and over again, tti take the field against 
his ** SpajiinliscJ rel*els,'' James did so ultimately with effect, to the 
g!*eat joy of the Scottisli Protestants^ and of Elizabetli. Among 
these letters are some of the best both of Elizabeth and James. 
Nos. L and Uii., James's defences of his own feeble policy, are certainly 
clever plausible letters. But for Eljitabetli's repUes, esjiecially tlie 
one which we have Uikan the liberty to print in a note at p. J)8, from 
Tytlers History of Scotkmd, they might have passed muster. Her 
majesty unravels king James's fallacies, and sets before him his true 
pi^licy, in a very powerful way, 

Nos. xliv- xlLx. liv. I v. and Ivi. (1592 to 1594) relate partly to 
the subject last mentioned, but principally to BothwclFs mad freaks. 
The last three of them are enlivened! by a little tUspute between 
James and his awful correspondent, originating in his misappropriation 
of a passage in her letter printed in the note at p. 98, and Ids use of 
a quotation from Virgil which she construed into a threat ** That 
you may know,'' she tells kim in her usual impressive way, ** I am 
tliat prince that never can endure a menace at my enemy's hand — 
much less of one so doiu^y treated — I will give you this bond ; that 
affection and kind tre^itment shall uver jircvail, but fear or doubt 
shall never procure aught from me." (p. 104.) 

Nos, Ix, Ixi. and Ixii. (1596), transfer us frum the region of 
history to tliat of i-omance. The story of Ilimutmt Willie (Scott's 
Border Minsti*elsy, Pijctical Works, ii. 32) stands before us in a 
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reality scarcely less interesting than the rude lines of the picturesque 
and exciting ballad. " Shall any castle or habitacle of mine," ex- 
claims Elizabeth, " be assailed by a night-larcyn, and shall not my 
confederate send the offender to liis due punisher? Shall a friend 
stick at that demand that he ought ratlier to prevent ? The law of 
kingly love would have said 'nay/ "(p. 115.) "Commissioners I 
will never grant for an act that he cannot deny tliat made : for what 
»o the cause be made no cause should have done that" (p, 116.) 
She professes that she will not beheve thjit James will ^Sveigh so the 
balances awry as that a mean man's taking — whether right or wrong 
— ^should weigh down tlie |K)ise that our treacherous castle's-break 
should have no redi'ess," (ibid,) James ultimately found out that he 
had mistaken lier majesty*s meaning, and consented to her demand, 

Nos. hdv. and brv\ (1598) relate to an appeal made by James to 
his parliament for money to enable hirn to send ambassadors to 
foreign comitries in order to secure their friendship, iuid, if necessary, 
their supjjort in his claim to the succession to the EngUsh throne- 
The subject was a peculiiirly distasteful one to Elizabeth, and his 
speech was jjerhaps a little misreportecL It called forth an angry 
letter, to whicli Jiunes cnade a successful because a temj>erate reply. 
Both will be found characteristic and interesting. 

Nos. kvL to Ixix, and part of Ixxii, (1598 to 1600) relate to an 
accusation made against James by a miscreant named Valentine 
Thomas. He accused the Scottish king of l>eing party to a design 
against the Ute of Elizabeth James thought it of great moment to 
have from Elizabetli a formal public disclaimer of her gi^^ng any 
credit to the accusation. She charged James, "in God's name, to 
believe that she was not of so viperous a natm-e [as] to suppose, or 
have thereof a thought against him/* but did not altogether satiny him 
in reference to the formal instiniment which he desirecL 
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During tlie last year or two of Elizubi'tli's life, the chief inter- 
course between the coiirtji of England and Scotland hail reference 
to tlie succession, James sent messengers to England upon mere 
siniidatod pretexts, their real object being* to make their mastiT 
secure witli the English nobihty. The jealous queen was too con- 
scious of hcT own infirmities^ and too quick-sightetl, not to pierce 
through the alleged pretences, and every now and then the 
decaying em1>ers of her glorious life blazed forth after their old fiery 
manner* At one time, James was called u|X)n to defend himself 
against a charge of having prepiuxxl lier funeral before the time 
(p. 132), and at another, he was shrewdly warned that a bird of the 
air w^ould carry news of feigned practices to an honc*st king (p. 13*^^. 
[n February 1601-2, when James apprise^s her of a rumour that a 
fresli armada was fitting out in the ports of Spain, and oilers 
her with eager zeal the services of his subjects, she writes in ill 
health more calmly and quietly than was usual to lier, although 
the mere allusion to a meditated invasion calls up the spirit of 
1588. " I nothing fear," she says, " though they came, as notliing 
doubting but their speed should be as slumiefiil to them as the 
precedent hath been," (p, 143,) iluother subject of coiTespondence 
at tliis time, w^as a scheme set on foot by James^ for a league 
of England, France, ami Scotland, against Spain, wliich was 
mixed up, oddly enough, with a proix)saI for friendship between 
James and the Poi>e, on condition that prince Henry wei'e sent to 
Uonie for education. Neither project was, probably, seriously 
intended, but both furnished pretences for constant commimication 
with England, wluch was all tliat James desired. Letters Ixxvii. to 
IxxxiL ( 1(502) relate to these subjects, and they are appropriately 
followed, and tlie coiTesjwjn deuce closed, by Ixxxiii* which is, |)erbaps, 
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tlip Inst letter of iin|i<)rt;inco tlint queen Elizabetli wrote. It has been 
printed by Mr. Tv^tler from a ropj in the St^te Pajwr Offiee, bnt as 
it occurs in our Thompson MS- and is strictly connected with the 
subject of the previous letters, we have not tlionght it worth while to 
omit it merely on that account It is full of the wonted fire. It 
woidd be tlifficult, indeed, to find more vigorous English- 
Besides these larger subjects, there are letters wlilch have reference 
tt» other not less important matters. No, xxxvii. relates to tiie 
puritan reformers of the church of England, and their treatment by 
Elizabeth ; No* xxxvii i. to tlie delivery of O'Rourkc, an Irish rebel ; 
Nos. xxxix, xliii. and Hi. relate to the embassies of Bowes ; xlvi. to 
that of lonl Borough; xL to border matters; xlvii, to James's 
answer to an application from Neville, earl of Westmoreland^ " the 
first traitor »** says Elizabetli, " that ever my reign liad ;** Ixiii. is a 
friendly mefliation between Jameisi and the Scottisli kirk ; and l.xxxvi, 
a similar mediation on behalf of the Low Countries; Ixxiii. and 
Ixxiv. refer to Lixlowick duke of Lennox and his visit paid to 
England in 1601 ; Ixxv. and IxxvL relate to offers of assistance in 
Ireland made by James in 1601 ; Ixx. is James's reply to Elizabeth's 
congratulations on his escape from the Gu^vrie conspiracy ; ;md xcii- 
is one of those foolish, amorous letters whicli Elizalieth was weak 
enough to permit her com^pondents occasionally to address to her. 
Its composition was evidently a heavy tax upon Jameses jiedantr}'. 

Some notion may be formed of the historical value of these letters 
from our brief indication of the subjects to which they relate. Hut 
they contain a great deal that is valuaUe, wliich can be learnt only 
from themselves. Not more than eight or ten out of the ninety-five 
are what is properly calle<l State Papers, The rest are private 
lett«*r8, genuine out-pourings from tlie minds of the writers, and 
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impressed with the stanip of tlie most luimistakeable individuality. 
Eliaabeth is poitrayed by herself in what she termed her own 
audacious words. It is easy to discover ghiring faults in the rough 
energy of her style. Her precise thought is too frequently nither 
obscurely indicated, than exactly expressed, and her sentences are often 
left imiK?rfect. W]ien excited, a mass of meaning is condensed int^j 
a few words, and even then the writer seems in a hurry to get 
through, as if anxious tliat mind and pen miglit be free to rush 
onwards to some new jjortion of her subject Her lutters contain 
none of the pretty flowing elegances of sentiment and expression 
which now-a-days fall so gracefully from ladies' i>ens, but they are 
terse, emj)hatic, animated; they teem with a native vigour; they 
abound in homely, natural illustration; and ai^e forcible, con- 
sistent utterances of an indejTendent individual will. 

Jameses letters are not less characteristic* Now obsequious and 
coaxing, now pedantic, now plausible, now [lert; in one or two 
instances, aiming at something like courtly gallantry and refineuient ; 
but never rising either to dignity of feelingi or nobility of expression. 
On the ono side, we have letters such as no one but Elizabeth ever 
WTOte^ and which every one who is acquainted with the subject will 
know to be Elizabetirs at a glance. On the other, we have cum- 
jHJsitions, which, save for a few peculiarities of expression, might have 
been judged to have proceeded each of them from a different |:»er80D. 
I would except No. xxvii, which is Jameses acceptance of Elizabeth's 
ft{X>Iogj for putting his mother to death ; that I would fain hope 
noliody could have written but king James, Throughout these letters 
Elizabetli is, according t-o her own motto, sanper eadem ; unyielding 
even to ol>stinacy. What is James's state of inmd or condition at any 
particular time, cjui never be foretold. In liis reign the variableness 
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of Scottish aftuirs bec4ime proverbial. Elizabeth is iierpetudly 
ullutliiig to it '* One wliile/' she wTitcs in 1593, " I receive a writ 
of oblivion and forgiveness, then a revocation with new additions of 
Uiter consideration ; sonietiines, some you call traitors with proclaim, 
and, auoOj there niiist be no proof allowed thongh never so apparent." 
Numbers of her letters contain similar expressions of astonishment at 
the rapidity with which change succeeded change in the kingdom 
unhappily subjected to her correspondent's sway. 

And this distinction between the general character of their letters 
leads us to notice a ptunt of considerable historical importance on 
which these letters directly bear, and wuth the mention of which we 
will bring our reuiai*ks to a close. The ^lolicy of Elizabeth and her 
ministers towartls Scotland is ordinarily represented in a way which 
is almost incredible. We are desired to believe that the course of 
conduct adopted by those shrewd, far-seeing persons, towardii their 
ncigl)bour nation, was uncertain as the wind ; that, heetlless of con- 
sequences, and careless of principles, they upheld first one faction 
and tlien anotlier, and were constant iji nothing, save in a desire to 
profit by the strifes and embarrassmeuts of the Scottish people, 
Elizabeth has been set forth in this resjKJCt as the very demun of 
discord, ever occupicnl maliciously in blowing coals of strife, which 
seldom needed encouragement hi i>oor misguided Scotland* This 
view has been adopted by WTiters of both countries* By Scottish 
writcrsj ])artly, jierhaps, because it tended to magnify tlie im|>ort- 
ance of their coiuitry. By English w riters, because Scottish affairs 
have seldom been sought to be accurately miderstajd. Upon 
this point we desire to see an entire revision of the historical evidence. 
All tlie evidence that we have examined, and certainly all tliat is 
containeil in this book, jioints to two principles wluch consistently 
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regiiliited the English policy towards Scotland during the time of 
Elkaheth. The one was, a determination that no contiuenttil jx^wer 
should interfere by force of arms in Scottish affairs; the other, a 
similar determination to uphold protestantism and the protestant party, 
in opposition to that piirty which befriended Mary^ ami to that religion 
which Elizabeth (sintuling under the dangers to which she was ex- 
posed by the papal excommunication) termed '* Christian treason " 
(p, 91), The vai'iableness and uncertainty which have been attri- 
buted to Elizabeth** policy are to be found only in that of James. 
Pohtical inconsistency was contrary to her character and to the 
genius of iier reign. From the horn* of her accession, she was the 
head of protestant Europe, Whei-ever protestantism needed succour, 
England under Elizabeth was ready to give aid. That aid was 
given in France and in the Low Countries, So was it in Scotland, 
James's fickleness miglit occasionally render it necessary to change 
the paiticular direction in which the assistance was bestowed; but, so 
far as regards the e\idence hi the hook now sent forth, it is clear» and 
we believe it will be found equally clear in whatever other quarter 
the subject is investigated, that so long as Elizabetli was on tlie 
tlirone, tlie principles we have stated guided the English policy to- 
wai"ds Scotland, and were ever consistently maintaiued. 

One point ui reference to Elizabetli*s orthography ought to be 
bonie in mind whilst peimsing such of the following letters as are 
printed from her originals. Her majesty made no difference in spelling 
between ** the," the article, and '* they," the pronoun. As she wrote, 
both those words were " the," Tim pecidiarity is not quite invari- 
able, but it occurs so frequently tliat it may be termed her general 
rule. For example, " I doubt so much, that 1 wot not whetlier I 
dream, slumber, or hear amiss, when news was brought mo t/te 
[tliey] were in your bosom whom I have heard from yourself yoiu* 
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heart abhoiTed, I thouglit [it] so strange^ that I did siipjx>se the 
lengths of niilea iMvvixt us might make way to untrue leasings 
enough, and scarce could aftbrd my belief the grant to trust it " 
(p. 85), Her majesty's orthography is often very strange, but we 
Bi'Q not aware of any other peculiarity that will render lier letters 
diffictdt to be read. We have endeavoui*ed, in accordance with tlie 
rule of tlie Camden Society, to present her exact spelling, wliich in a 
first publication is, in oiu- judgment, the be^t course. It promotes 
accuracy, by fixing the editor's attention ujjon Iiis MS* ; it renders 
the pubtieation almost in the nature of a fac^simil^, and tlierefore, a 
better substitute for tlie original in case it should happcu to be lost ; 
and it preserves personal peculiarities, which although minute are 
not altogether without interest When Elizabeth writes *' swarve^" 
'Mesarve," ** aJuansing,** "skars*' (for scarse), "wacking" (for 
waking), and "vacabond ; ^ or James " aither," ** yow," " au*t," and 
** uillaino ; " or Charles I, *^ Agust," pronounced " agust ; " we e^n 
scarcely doubt that we are infonned of the very way m which those 
words ordinarily fell from the royal hps. 

The Camden Society is especially mdebted to two gentlemen in 
connection witli this publication : i. To sir Archer Demnan Croft, 
baronet, a member of the Society, who, being on a ^dsit to his 
relative Mr. Ryder at Oaksey rectory, made himself acquainted witli 
the letters in Mr, Ryder's [»ossession, and first suggested the idea of 
their publication ; and iL to Mr, Ryder himself, who has facilitated 
the publication in the kindest jxyssible manner, by permitting the 
i.slitor to have tlio freest access to the original MSS. It is to be 
hoi>eil that at some future time he will allow the Society to mako 
known to the world the contents of his collection of Lauderdale 
letters. 

J. B. 
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No. 1 

QUEEN ELIZABETH TO JAMES VI, OP SCOTLAND. 

18th OCTOBERt 15S2. ATUICU MS9. KUZ. NO. 1. ORJO* 

fMttr of adviee to the Scottkh Hng^ writt^t upon t/te return of air 
George Canj^ the special ambamador nent by Elizabeth into Scotland 
on the oeenrretice of tfte Raid of Huthven, 

** T\ie late acciilent" of " aJlemtion" happ^od in 8«>tliind» which is aJludtnl to 
in tlie folio wuig letter, wai the celebrate! Riiid of RtUhvoit. 8i'oiliinti wm at that 
time tlWided tato two great parties. Que of tlicm bulii^ved that the w&ltxure of the cuun- 
try WM to be promoted by eloew* alliance with Fratice, tho putial restoration of queen 
Mary, and tlie rcsa«cendency of Roman catholiciflin. Tlio other p«rty was CKjually atrrau- 
Otia far friendflhip with England, the maintcnanoe of tlie jouthful monarch on tho tlirouo 
in oppoBiiion to hit mother, and the dopruoaion, or if possihlo tho extirpation, of the an- 
cient faith. Each of thc»e [mrties governcnl the country alternately Uiruugh the medium 
of a tueeesiion of royal fiavourites. The king's prefent favourite waa Esme Stewart^ duke 
of Lennox, who threw all hi» ijitlucnce into tlie se^de of Roman cathoticiam, uiid plotted to 
peqietuate hiji authority hy the destruction of the earls of Gowrie, Mar, and other leaden 
of die protestants. Seorntng to be tunely saoritieod^ tlie pnitentant noblemen determinoil 
to savo thenuelTBi, and to bring about the min of Lennox, and an alteration in the gorera* 
ment, by obiaitung posseMlon of the pemun of tlie sovereign. An opportuni^ for effecting 
their purpose wiu afforded by Jameses acceptance of an JoTltation to visit Ruthven castle, 
the seat of the earl of Oowrio. Wben the visit had been paid, and James desired to 
quit the coAtlu, his egress was refosed. The master of Ghimmis interposed ht« burl)- per. 
•un before tlie royal youth, and ooanely commented upon the tears which hurst forth 
upon lH*ing tr(«te(^l with tuch indignity, in the welUknown word«, ** iletter Imims greet 
than bcMkrded men/* Of coune Eliziklveth favoured tho party of the Ruthven canspiratorm** 
CAMD, 80C. R 
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afl that which wn* moert friendly to England, i^he nent air George Cory and Robert Bowea 
rtito Scotland to communicate with them npon their suooes?, and to endeavour to wnan 
James from his fondness for the now hanishrd Lunnttx, Ciiry had an audience with the 
Seotti(*h «nvopeign on the 12th of September, 1582, But, bo far as Jaraon \^'as concerned, ho 
waa unahio to execute hU eommiMion witli much efToct. With more firmness than might 
have been anticifiatedt either from his general eharactor op hia age, the hoy-sovereign 
wannly repelled Cary'a accusations against hiB favourite^ and indignantly declared hi* 
disbelief of the charges ppeferred against him. Bowea remained at Edinhurgh as Eli- 
zabeth's amhassftdor in Scotland, but Gary rotnmcd to l*ondon very shortly after hia inter- 
view^ ^-ith Jamea. The fallowing letter waa addreeifid by Elizab«th to James upon re- 
ceiving Cary^ report of his miflsion. The conclusion and signature an? in Elizabeth's au- 
tograph. 

The return to S<xitland of the earl of Angus, which is alluded to in the last iiaragraph of 
tbiA letter, wan u rusolt of the interference of Cary and the Bucccsa of the Ruthvcn conspi- 
ratow. He liad li%ed in England in banishment since tlic death of his uncle tlie regent 
Morton in June, lf»SI. In illustration of the circumstances aJludcd to in this letter, refe- 
rence may be made to Bowes^s Correapondence. p. 179 ; Tver's Scotland, viil. 128 ; Ro- 
bcrtmnV Scotland, book vi. 

Right Iif^lie riVht excellent and iiiiglitie prince, and dccrest bro- 
ther Mtul cusin, We liave no we, uppon tlie retunie to our presence of 
our senrannt sir George Cary, understood pailfeidarlie by his reporte 
in howe f^ooJ parte yoiie acoejitid our late sending him and our -ser- 
vaunt Bowes unto joue, to use their l>est niesines and indevoiu' in 
our name to staie that no dainger or preiuiliee might gi*ow by the late 
altera^on happenld in your reahne, ether t<:j your owne jK^rson or to 
your state, interpreting the same to procede (as iudeede youe ha%'e 
lust cause m to tliinck yt) of our synceare well meaning towards youe, 
which doth gene us iust cau«e to tliinek onr ^(K>d will and eare had 
of your safety well bestowed ; and althuuglie we haue already geuen 
expresse coiuinandemcnt unto our seruaunt Bowes, to signifie unto 
youe howe greatlie this your kind and frendlie requitall of our well 
wishing unto youe did lyke us, yet could we not rest satisfied unle« 
we did also take knowle<lge tlierot^ and yeld youe sjxH^-iall thancks for 
the same by theis our letres. 

And for that oxir said servaunt hath also declaimed untu us, that in 
toeken of the great confidence you repose in our professed frentlship 
and good will towards youe, yone meane hereafter to depend niuch 
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U|>jx>ii QUI" good acUi'ce and counsell far the selling of your aftaires 
aiid the ordering of sach causes of importaiiiice as do neerest conceme 
youe» we ciiimot hut most frendlie and williiiirh'e accept to yold unto 
you, in that sorte also, the hest liel^R' luid furthemimce we cmi, to 
the satisfyeing of your expecta^on : wdierchi, fur that the hite acci- 
dent hap[>enid m your realine doth nowe minester unto us fitt occa- 
sion to del>'uer unto youe oiu* hest mh^ce and counsell> what we 
thinck meete tu Ije don hy youe for the present staie of sucli further 
inconveniences as nuiie hereafter ensue therof, we wouhl not ouiitt to 
let youe understand, that we thinck yt wil be a very good and suer 
coorse for youe in tliis ciise, tii haue the matter hrought to Ids due . 
triall and exainina^on in your intentlid conven^on, to thVod that 
diat partye that shal be found faultye, mayc ether receaue his deseruid 
punUhiiient, or t^ist of your clemencye, as hy youe shall^ thouglit 
meete, and that the other maie, for their better satisfaction, be cieerid 
from any blauie that otherwies shall perhappes hereafter be nntleser- 
uedlie cast n|K)n thein, by thos that are unacquaintid with the 
state of the cause ; which manner of proceeding, besides timt yt will 
faule nut greatlie to the generall satisfaction of the worhl, in a matter 
Huhiect to so many dy^^erse iudgementes and coiistruccions, youe shall 
also therebie shewe yourselfe not to inclyn© to make youj*self a paityc 
of any faction witlun yoiu* owne real me (an inconvenience most daun- 
geroua etlier for yourself or for any other pririco to faule into), but to 
have a care, as prince and soueraigne tuiiong your subiect^s, to mi- 
nister iustice iiidifttTentlye unto them, and tij puiiishe thos that shal 
be found to have forgotten themselues in duty towai'des yim. In so 
doing, youe shall clcere and remove all daiiigcrs and inconveniences 
that maio hereafter followe by a kind of smothering of such daiuger- 
tiu» sparks that of late have appeai'cd within your realme, and uiaye 
in tyme breake out into a more dahigerotis Hame, yi' yt l>e not ad- 
visedlie preventid : whemn wee gene youe no other advice tlien we 
ourselves would put In execu^oUt yf the stiite of our rcalme stood iti 
lyke termes, uf whos well d*ang we pray you to assure yourselfe we 
ure no leA«e cai-efuU then of our owne. 
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We maye not here forget to vM yoiie also oiir sj>eciall tbaiickes 
for your most frendlie yelding to gr^itefye us in our re(|uest for our 
cousin tliVarle of Angus, in whom ^^-f wc had uot found sucli ze^ile 
aud constiut dutyfuU affection towards youe as gave us iust cause to 
thinek tlie poore gentleman woithy to be restored aga^oie to your 
good opinion and favor, we would neuer have taken uppon us to hime 
recommendid him imto youe, hut would rather, iusteede of well wesli- 
hig unto liim, haue hent our selue^ to the uttermost against him* 

And so, right high right excellent and mighty prince, we leave 
you to the protection of Ahnighty God. Gcuen mider our signet, at 
our castell of WjTidsor, the x\iij'*' of October, in tlie xxiiij^^ yerc of 
our reigne. 

Your verey lovinge sistar aiid cousin, 
[Addressed^'] Elizabeth R» 

To tlie right highe right excellent and 

mightie prince, oiu- deerest brother 

smJ cosin, the king of Scottes, 



No. II. 

JAMES TO ELIZABETH, 
29th MAiiCBi 1583. covY ty TiioMrsoN ms. r. K 

William Davison is about to return to England — Jat/ies professes sin- 
ctre good will totvards Elizahetli — is abotU to send cohml Stetvart 
on an enJxusy to the English court. 

The pvty of France was etuuned hy Uie daring mddenn^sg wilh wliic'li, die Raid of 
Rttthveti was aooompliahed, Tim failture of a too-«arly attctu[>t at a counter-movement 
completed their overthrow, and for several nionlha tlie revolution was aequiesoed in 
throuf^bout Scotland. Tho kirk wat trittmpbant, and James waB eompelliMl to a«t^ — 
and actc>d to admiratton — the part of cordial concurrence in all the mcofur^ of the 
Eng^Hftli and profceatant party. About ChrUtnias 1582 La Motlic Feni^lon, ao long Uxe 
French ambowador in England, waa lent b; bia sovereign into Scotland to lay the foun- 
datian of a new attt^mpt for Jamesli recovery of freedom, lliit Inetittctioni dirt^tod 
him, t. To make inquiry into JaiDQa'fl actual iitiiation ; and, 2. To endoairour ta 
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bring ftboot an amtigement for & j unction of Mary and JamCA In the gf^vemmenl of 
ihe kingdom. EUz»betb oouM not witb docencr, as Robertifion remiirk«, rpSum La Motho 
Ffnelon liberty to exefluC« hia oommission, but ahe sent Davbon with him to watch and 
thwart hiB movemeutu. The two ambassador arrived together in Edinbnrgh in January 
1582-3, and at th© end of the Siiniemonthi Fonelon waa joined by Do MenaiuTille, a man of 
a bolder spirits Tlie watchfulness of Davuon and the in^uenc^e of the church prevented 
the Frencb ambatsadors from being able to effect any ininaHliate changi% and, after a resi- 
dence of nearly three months in Edinburgh, Davison was recalled. The following letter 
was ietnt by Jaznes to Elisabeth on Daviwin's return. 

Madam and dearest sister, The Learer heirof, jour servand,* re- 
cominendit tt) us by yoiire letres brocht be liioi, lies seene the }>rogres 
of materia heir sen Ids eumming, sa specially as we will forbear to ro- 
pete tluune, in all riuliilkis we affinne he hes behaved himself very 
dh§creitlye^ and to oiu' gude lyking* For our seli^ in summe, we 
praye youe, dearest sister, to tliinke and esteeme of us as of him that 
ye have assuretly power of in all thingis tending to youre lionour, 
suirtie, and contentuieot as of ony levand ; and sa, leuing the furthei* 
declaration of our nijmde to the present bearar, and to oure iiixt mes- 
senger, coronel Stewart, a man earnestly affected to the intertine- 
raent of om* amytie, we commit you to God, At Halyrud bouse, 
the xxix. of MaiTh» 1583. 

Your maist loving and affectionat brother and cousing» 

Jaales K. 



No. III. 

JAMES TO ELIZABETH* 
23ri> apiul, 1683. conr tjt moitraoK its, i% 2. 

Thfi kififf has sent ttto ambaMfadarn into Etighmd^ Imt wlmiel Stewart^ 
tlt4* hearer of tJitg letter^ is espedallif charged to communkati wUh 
ElviaJteth in prU'aie qh i/te kin/fs htJmlf, 

Cotcmol Stewart, UtK'* next meMengerr* promtflod to be 10111 to EngUnd at the end of tbe 

* DaritfoD l«it Edinburgli, »n hia rf^nrn tu England, on the day following the date of 
thii letter » lkiw« Correspondence, p. fJU". 
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last letter, waa William Stew&rt,« aon of **the good'" lord Ochiltree^ and brother to Sm 
Stewart the newly created earl of Arrao. He waa alao hrother-in-law to Juhn Knox, 
whiMie secund wife, Margaret Stewart, waa colonel Stewart's sister. He waa colonel of the 
king's bodjr-guardi^ and wan prolmbly the onij person with whom at this time the Ictng 
ocHitmtiolcated confidentially. Hie emhusj to England ^ to wbich tho following letter re- 
lates, was now the turoinjjf point of James's conducst and policy. In the clrcum^tAncea of 
his kingdom ho could not stand alone. Help from one or other of the powera who alter- 
nately swayed the forturiesi of unhappy S<jotland woa absolutely neeeasary for him. Not- 
withstaDdtng he had managed to drop into Fcnelon'a t^ar a aecret aasurance t}iat,** al- 
though he had two eyes, two eare, and two handa, he had but one heart, and that waa 
FrDiich'* (Tytler, viii. 154); and, notwithslaiiding ako his anxiety to take advantage of the 
*cherac for his libemtion, which, in spite of Davison, Dc Monainville had eoncootod, JamcM 
felt the inRnite tlongor to Win throne and hopes if French oasistance were to be followed by 
even a partial nistonition of his mother or of bin mother's Ikitb, He detemilned, before he 
gave further encouragement to France, to endeavour to come to a thorough undeistsodinip 
with KliiCabvth. With that view he dcHpatcbed to Kluabeth colonel St«wart aa kit own 
ambaaaador, the Rnthven party joining with Stewart Mr» John Colvillo, who waa an 
active partiaan on their behalf. Tliey are the *^ two gentlemen'^' iDeutioned in the following 
letter. 

A madame ma soeur, la rojTie d'iVngleterre. 
Madam ma soem*, Ayant dcspccLi? par deiiei^e uous ces deux gentilz 
liommcsj mes semiteurs, jxiiir tnuctor ot iR^^utier autMjues vous uue 
parfaiete et assearfe union et aiiiitic eiitre nous at nos royaulmes, ie 
uous ay noiilu quant et c|uant adix?ser ce porteur en particuJier, p^iir 
Qous coimouniqner {Avls priufituent mes bonues et sinceres intentions 
en uostre endroit, uous priant de luy adiouster ferine toy comnie feries 
a nioy mesme, et dy a porter de nostrc part si bonne corres|>DnJence 
qui me puise rendre rnutueellement asseure de uoti*e amiable et sin- 
cere dis[josition eiiuers mon bien et contentement, sur quoy me repo- 
sant, prieray Dieu, madame nia tre&cliere soeui*, de uous uiaintenir en 
sa 8aint<? et digne garde. De mon palais d' Halyinid hous, ce 23 
d'Apuril, 1583. 

Uostre tres aftectioimfe frei-e et cousin^ 

Jacques K. 
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No. IV. 

JAMES TO ELIZABETH. 

&tH JULY, 1583. COPY IN TaOVPSDN Ma. P, 5» 

James thanks Elhabeih in terms of vert/ ardent retjard for her affec^ 
tiomde letters— he reciprocates her affection^ and wishes Uiere were a 
wtndmt} in his breast tliat she might read his tJioughts — t/tanh her for 
offered adme in his verij important affairsy and Irishes he ma^ he ahfe 
to follow it — A<? sent her a ring with the same intention with which slie 
accepted it — she has promised that she will believe fiotldng of him who 
sent the ring until she knows the tenth from himself — he assures her 
that he mil do tlie same towards the gooii woman with the red bimnet^ 

Colonel Stewjut's embassy to England wns not fruitlesft. He and Im ci>mp«nioti 
reenruDd home with propostUs for a league between the two eouDtriefl^ to he accoto- 
panied by what Jumcii particularly Htood in need of, ii yearly pension of 10,000 crownt, to 
l»e paid to him hy the EngUah queen. They wore also the bearers of a letter from Eliza- 
beth to James, full of Homing atfection and excellent advice. Uut the 8cotLii4li euurt wa§ 
in no humour, on 8tcwart'§ return, to enter upon the consideration of the proposed leaji^e. 
Tlie French intrigue fgr James'i recovery of hia liberty had bo far ripene<l that noUung was 
ii'anting for its completion but Stewart^i presence and asslslance. H0 reached Leith from 
Enghind on the 7th June, 1583, juil after the arrival of tirlings thut Lennox bad died 
•uddenly in France; an event which left Arran (Stewart"* brother) without a nvaj in the 
JkvottT of the Uiiig, and conspired with many other circum-Htances to hurry on tlf*e cx«iCution 
of the plot* On the 26th June the king rode from Falkland to St. AndrewX on a vinit to 
his gfund -uncle th« earl of MarcJi. On the day following his majesty was jiudJenly in- 
spired witJi a euriu4ity to view the castlei and took his way thither accompanied by noiuo 
of Ilia iisual attemlants. The king was no sooner within the castle walls than colonel 
Stowaft shut the gates » and allowed no one to enter except tlioso who were privy to ttie 
plot. Tlic tordn of the French party hnatened to the aasistanee of the king ; Gowrie"^ prin- 
cipal swpiHjrlnrn found it prudent to take to flight ; and the whole cbaraeter of the govem- 
meat wa? at once aliened without a tdow being struck on either Hide. Dowim, the English 
amhasiador, wcls as mudi taken hy mirprise as any one : he hurried to St* Andrew^s, and 
found the king surrounded by the friendu of his mothert and entirely gnvcmed bjf colonel 
Stewart. After a fow day*, the neoesAity for doing something to f>aeify FJizalteth was 
prCBMHl ujion the attention of the king** now advisers* The council replied with all courtesy 
to the English prupoisal for a national league, and J&mos answered her majesty's affec. 
tionato letter^ in ternis cK{ually affectionate, and no doubt etioally sincere. The follow- 
ing is tiis letter. In • passage near tlie end there is a curious allusion to the ijueen by 
llie title of la bomu/tmrnt avfc tf rh/tpeau romje, 

Madanie ma scBur, Jay reoeii uostre letre, par la quelle t apercoj 
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que, pamiy uoztre doites* et sages propos, une si ardente hcneuolence, 
et lion leiiite ailection, se manifcste, tjelleinent que ic siiis tout iiiliii- 
bile d' y faire resj,>once par escript, heaucouj)e moins le raquitter jiar 
mez faiet^ en effect ; raab le piaisii- que iV prens me contraiutj puis 
que ie n'y puiz plus faire, de ni Vftbreer de uuus de le rei>eter encore, 
que ie ue le puis taire si parfaictemeiit comme uous Faues mez par 
escript, uous supleaul, inadame, de uous monster aussi efiectueU- 
ment mcMjn droit comme uous Faues francliement proniiz psir escript ; 
mais estaut assure qu'il ii' y a persou qui fieult si araiablement metre 
para escript sans im ardcut et intenie atlectioji qui y curresiKiudust, 
beacoup moins un d une si noble nature comme ie uous cognola 
d'estre, ie ne m'en ueiix plus doubter ; mais, jjom* suiuray mon propos, 
ores la ou uous souliaitters au commencement t!e vostre leti'c, que 
vostre pens^e peust estre amsi aisiment ueue que uosti-e uisage, et 
quators t (sans plus enuoier ties embassadeiu's) uous ne faucb-ies jioint 
deuenir u^jus niesmes la ou ie uoiroye une ardante afection sims ma- 
cule, accompagnc© deniaint J autres signcs de beneuolence et sincere 
ami tie, tellement que ie suis du tout inhabile de uous raquitter tant ; 
sculement ie soupliaitteray, conmie fit mi pliilosofilie, qu*il yenst luie 
fenestre en ma poietiine, par ou vous puissies aussi uoir ma pensee ; 
car la uous ti'ouerries une acceptation entres bone part de uoz si gi'a- 
tieux et amiable^ otre^. Et quant a ce que uous ofrez de me doimer 
uofltre meilleur conseil en mes plus imixjrtfmtes afaire.s, en uous sou- 
haittant d^esti'e plus sage, pour cest effect, madam e, uous naues point 
besoing de tellement souphaitter, mais iay bien besoign de nie sou- 
[tbaitter al>ill d'eflecttcr le conseil que [uous] me doneris, uous asseurant 
que ic suiurray plus volontiers le uostre que d'autruy qui soit au monde, 
non seulement pom* %^ostre sagesse, qui uous rend apt a ce faire, mais 
au^i |)our la fidtlile aftection qiu Paccompagnera. Et quant a ee que 
[vous] rao mandez en si bone port, que uous receues la bague que le uous 
enuoyi, et subs qnelles conditions, madame, la condition subs laquelle 

* 80 ID the MS. p«rliii|tH fur timUd, In the MtiMf! of aj[tt or tkilftil. 
f S41 tn tilt! MS pt!rtui.p« fur ju\ilot'g^ 
it So it] l\w MS. pdrtiKpt foT d4 Utni, 
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ttoua la prennet exiJique luieux mon intention que ie neuesse ae en 
fiiire moy inesnie, car ie nous Tenuoye sus ceste mesme intention 
anei}ue latjuelle uous Taues prii^e, uous snpliiint, aussi^ niodaine, qne 
quand quelques nii>i>t:«rts uous uiemlront de cesluy la i[ui uous a cn- 
noy^ la bague, uou5 rcsouuenies ile la promese qull a faite par icelle, 
en ne Ics croyant f>oint que uous n'en sacbies la verite yjor luy nK^sme, 
en nous asscurant quTl fcra de me^nie a la bone femnie aueques Ie 
cluqieau rougu. Ainsi, en priant Dieu de la conseruer en sa trea- 
satntL* el digne ganle, fe uous diz adieu. Du chasteau de Saint 
Andre ce neuiieme de lulletf 1583, 

Uostre tres affectionne frere et cousin, 

Jaqles R, 



No, V. 

ELrZAB£TtI TO JAMES. 

18tH IL4r,15S4, ltT0&A Um. KLU. NO, S9t 0R4U. 

ElisQJb^ will send an amwer by a servant of hrr own to a requ^ math 

In/ Jmnes, 

Within a flew month* •fict tho Huthvon party were dispoMeMcd uf their ill-golten aa- 
ihority, thrj ouiered liitu a txifupinc; for tU violent reHiot}Hlan. T1i« b«w plat «*iui db- 
coverod; Oowria htm behoadad fur liti ftUarv in it; tho eark of Mar and Aogvi wcfi 
oompal&ad to iaek t*ftig«» io I^Qglatul ; and all the puvrer of the itACtf wai eonllnaed iiu»* 
firmly than «T«r In th« haodi of the aati-Eui^liah and aaU-pfutMCaiit earl of Arr&n. 
THa defital of tho oofM|ilraef waa fbUowed bj a requeat from the lung of Soochuid to Kli- 
tthoth, that aho vratikl deliver Into hb hand* the earia of Mar and Axigua and lh« olhar 
rehel **lordi of ^ootlaiid/* who had found tbelter In EngUnd. The foUowing tetter ia 
Elicab«thV rrf»Ijr to tttat fTc|oa*t. William OaTwrn waa **the Berrant^^ whom (ho tent to 
Jamea in confoimitj with h«r prromiM in tJiit lettor, and Datiaon*! verbal amwer to the SoottJih 
kij»g« refiuing cm Eiizahotb'i behalf to deUver up "the ScoCtkh lordi,"^ maj he aoeo in 
Tytl^r*!! HcoiLand, rili. 200. The woida at the ocmciitiioa of thia letter, ** Your loving 
ikter and o»itoui« if m well ymir merita ahatl re(|iiire/^ together with the ilgoatitre, art hi 
the ({U'«a*» aatogmph. 

Eight excellent right liighe and mightie prince, our deerciit bnj- 
iher m\A couiiin. In our hardest inaiuier we conmiend os untu you. 
Uppun view ijf your late letter ^ani unto us by the bearert your icr- 
▼mmt, and appon bis reporte niade watx* lu of the course of proeeed- 
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ing there, we weare sorie to see the state of that realm reduced to so 
hard and jjerplexed termes ; and as towching the request conteymd 
in 3'our said letter, after due considera^on Iiad of the sanie, we meane 
to send a servaimt of oiu* owne with our answer, wliich you shall 
f^Tid to he such as we In honnor male give, and you iji reason ought 
to he satisfyed withall ; and so, right higlic right excellent and 
niightie prince, our dec rest hr other and cousin, we commit you to 
the protection of Ahnightic God, Geycn at our numnoui* of Gren- 
wich the x\iij*'' of Maie, in the xxvj"* yere of our raigna 

Your lovinge sistar and cousin, if so wel youi* merites shal require, 

Elizabetd R, 
[J ddressed,'] 
To the right liighe and raightie prijice 

our dearest brother and cousin the 

king of Scottes. 



No. VI. 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

JA?IUARY 1584-5. RYTIER MS8. EIJZ, NO. 23. OlUO. AI7TOG&APB. 

The queen wishes James privatehj to ask Uie master of Graif^ upon kis 
alkfftance, whether he does not know the price of her blttod to be paid 
to her intettded munkrer hif some of tfte king*^ ** nearHj-kinf^ and to 
send tier an answer icitMn tfiree or four dai^ after tfie ftmster of 
Grays retttm to Scotland* 

Afnu/s restomtion to authority, conftnned u it wm by the suppreaaioD uf tlie Gowrio 
coiupiimcj, wa» followed by the most opprouive and pialpiable mi^ovemmeut. In tipj^oai. 
lion to the opinions of the p«otile. proabyU^ri&num waa nuuto lo yield to epiicopiu^y ; the 
e«ta(es of tliu adfersc party were ctinttBcated and porcolled out among the «ari*i pJinc^ipiJ 
iitippurten; tho king waa kept immenied in the plcaAuros of the cLjuie and of the tatde, 
and in other amusemcnta in which hi«yoathfal majesty took ddi^rhti whiUt the proud fa- 
vcMuitii earried himiMftf wiUi almavt regaJ ttatc, and with a J:uiughtLQ<»8 mont contemptuout 
and ofl^oaive. It wai e&^ to foreaee that ittch a state of things couhl not oudun^ long, Tlie 
pcTfiOn Vkho led the way towardj putting an end to it, was a youthful hypocrite who for some 
years after tlii» lime pUyod aconnpionoUB i>art in the history of Scotland, — tlte master of Qniy. 
TrwflUHl by Mary, he betrayed her* o« a moaii§ of •ecuring favour witJi her son % trastod by A r- 
vmn he in^elieKmaly proposed to the EnKh«h <«««rt •ubrl*' •ch«'inm for Iji* pfltiHJw 'j nv<»rthrww 
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Ami the rostor&tion of the baniabed lonb. A mladoti to Elizabeth which woa Goofided to 
Gray hy Airan guvQ him a safe apfjorturiity of secretly iuranging his plot. lib propos&lx 
wer« received favourable' by the Englieh minbter*. The renewal of tlie lea^e with Enghuid, 
which wajone of the avowad ohjeeU of Gray's miaaioa, but which in till [irQimhitity wasdecep. 
tlifdy propose*! by Arran , was eaj^erly caught at hy thequeeii*»governtPcnt« Itwa»determij)«d 
thiit Mr Edward Wutton, a mun of varied talent^ and eftpeoially likely to h« acceptt&hle to 
the king on account of his skill in all the uports of the field, Bhould h« went into Scotliuid, 
publicly to settle the tenm of the league, and privately to advance QmyV plot jig&intt 
Arran, To ml Wotton in the Attainment of these double objects, many other meATUt (sonje 
of which will appear hereuiler) were devised for winning the heart of the king mud 
undermining the power of bin fiivouiite. It would seem from the foUowing letter, which 
was written after Gr^y had left the English court, and whiUt he waa on his way bomo to 
Bc<}tland, that be mixed, when in London, in other plots than his own. Elizabeth was at tbJs 
time expostxl to uiany attempts upon ber life, chicHy concocted amongHt the penecuted 
Roman catholics. One had just come to light, in which the suggester waa said lo be Mor- 
gan^ Mary^ ag«ut on the continent and a person deeply engaged in anti-protcstant in- 
trigues, and the agent waa Thomas Parry, who bad beon formerly in Elizabeth's household. 
The following letter may either refer to that conspiracy, or to the general belief amongst 
proiestanta that th« Roman catholic powers wert; ready to give a reward to any perwn who 
would rid the world of the great upholder of protestantism. The letter is wholly in the 
queen*» handwriting, but vtm omitted to bo signet]; perhaps purposely, on aoeount of its 
aecret cltarocter. 



I nijnde notdoale, toy deara hrotlicr, as wise iiieii cuiiimonly coiin- 
selj to trv my trust with trifles first, and tlK^by iu<2;e ot" like events 
Lut haue agiicd to make my first iissuy of your uniiiy promises and 
ilesircs tlntt you iiiiglit kiiowe tlie way to please lue most ; and tlierfor 
do rctpiirc, that a question may, upon aUegeance, be demanded by 
yourseltb of the mastjir Gray, whether he knoweth not the prise of 
m}' hhiode, wiche sliiild be spild by bloudy hande of a nuirtherar, 
wiclic some of your nere-a-kin tlid graunt A sore question, you 
may smi|>o$e, but no other act than sucheajs lam assured he knowes, 
and tlierfor I hope lie wyl not dare deny yon a truthc ; but yet I be- 
seche you let it not seme to come from me, tf» whom I made no sem- 
blance but ignorimce. Let liim sup[Kjse that you receaued it elz- 
where. O most wicked treachere, to ^sche the droppes of innocent 
bloud, yea, of suche as perhaps hath saued often thers ! As this 
toudietli me nearest, so use it with best commodity, and let the an- 
swer 1m; sj>eded after a tlire <»r foiire dayes after his retonrne. It 
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may please you, aske it no sonar, lest he suspect it come of me, from 
whom, according to trust, let it be kept- 

Youi" most assured sistar and cousin^ 

[ Urisujried], 

God euer kepe you from id ikungerous attempts, and graunt you 
many yeres to Hue and raigiie. 

[Addressed^] 
Au roy d'Escose, men bon frcre et cousin. 



No. VIL 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

JANVJLBy OR FEBRUARY 1584-5* RYDER US8. EU2. .NO. 10. OHIO. ACTOOlUHt. 

TTte qusm hm received ttte mmter of Graifs limping answer — Jie 
does not say who bade Mm talk tmth 3 f organ ^ nor tclu} was to have 
bem the qmeji^a murderer — Scottish persons shmdd he forbtddm to 
msembk in Ireland— the banished lords have been, directed to quit tJw 
borders. 

The maturo of Grray'i aftiwer to ElLz«beth*B queetioii suggested in the laat letter mAy be 
seen tnum the following. It maybe infetrec] from It, that Gray bad unquestionably bclil n 
ooDvenation with Morgan iiijou the subject of Elizabeth's &«ii»smation. Aa Morgan was 
not, I believe, in England at thla time, I rather incline to think these letters do not relate 
to Pan^^s plot, but to a presumed general ioteutiun to asaosainato Elisabeth whenever a 
proper i^nt could bo found. 

I haue, right deare brother, receaued your ti'endly and affectionat 
letters, in wiche I i>crceaue the mastar Graves halle, limping answer, 
wiche is lanae in tiies respectz : the one, for that I se not that he told 
you who hade Iiim talke with Morgan of the firice of my blonde, 
wiche be knowes, I am assured, right wel ; nor yet hnthe named the 
man tliat shidd be the Duu*t]jerar of my life* You wel perceaue that 
nothing may nearelar touche me than tliis cause, and tlierfor, accord- 
ingc to the bond of natui^ and the prnmcs of strikte frijidoship, let 
rac coniui'o you that tliis vilanye may Ik? coolest I ho[>e I niav 
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Stand you in bettar sted than that you wyl shew you uncareful of 
suche a treason. 

And because I desiar that no cause be giuen of your part to nmke 
me, or the lokers on, to slandar your good wyl, 1 lieare, out of my 
realme of Ireland, that Skotz Jissemble in great troupes, Giuc you 
charge inmiediatly, I most hartcly require you, that, upon paine of 
treason, the desist fi*om suche action, and so shal you bind me to re- 
compence suche honorable ti'aietmeut. 

And wher I perceaue that you exix^cted the erles departiu* from the 
bordars, it is true, v\m\ my honor, that I dispaclied fiu•the^vitll a 
charge unto them, wiclie the answeretl, after a wekes leasur, that 
the wcr so mdetted to my subiectz that the coidd not, but 1 am sure 
hy tins tune the ar departed* As for titer not banisment out of my 
realme, I haue, by my secretary, signified to the mast^u* Gray what 
reasons necessary to he considered nioues me therunto, s]x;ci;dly sins 
the offar to submit themseliics to siifFar as if the wer my subiectz of- 
fending rae, and to take coiuUgne pain if, while the bid In my gou- 
uemement, the disobay thcr degiance to you. And diis, with the 
rest, I trust wyl content you, as one that I wyll take as great care of, 
for youi* honor and your surty, as whosoever may glue you more 
golden promes witli leaden perfonnance. 

I ht-'scehc you let your answer be retouniifl me \^'ith your lx»st 
sjHide and most commoditye. Thus, not wilhng to molest you, I, 
with my humblest deuotion, intreat the Almighty to protect you from 
al inconvemcns, and gmnt you many happy yeares. 

Your most assuretl eistar and cousin, 

Elizahetu K. 

A monsieur men bon frere et cousin le roy d'Escosse. 
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No. VIIL 

JAMES TO ELIZABETH. 
27th jums 1685. corr in tmumi-son ms. i\ 8. 

The kiiifj thanh Elizabeth for her lotnuff di^jKitch of his late ambamoihr 
the lord justice ckrk^ for seudirnj to him so tci^e a geiitlenmn as Edr- 
ward IVoiton and 80 discreet a gentleman as livbert Alexander^ as also 
for a present of horses and for hvimj letters; in return for all tchirh 
he ojfem his persotiy ami idl that w his^ to be used by her as a lorimj 
mother would use Iter natural and devoted child* 

We have seen that in piirnuniife of the «U'termin!itioJi of tlu' English court to tismlst tUe 
mastor of Gmy in hia trtaeherous schomea for the overthrow of Arnin, air Etlward Wottou 
wsAflent ombaaiadcir to James iu April ^ 1 585. Tbo fttrtlve^r to win the he&rt of the ifoutig mo- 
narch, Efkabetb wrote ** loving letttre" to him; treated sir Lewis Btilkndea^ the lorJ juatie© 
clerk, who vi.sited England oa a apeoial einbajiay, with diatinguishcd favotirj ami also for- 
warded to James, onder the eara of Robert Alexander, n present of eight couple of hack* 
bounds and iome liors^ea of peouliar beauty and value. No game could liave been better 
played or have been more »ucccssfuL Wotton made an easy conquest of the king's hcairt, 
tlio iiegutiation of the treaty went od merrily, and James poure<i forth his gratitude to Eli- 
zabeth in fervent expreoionA of devotion to her service. The following is one of hj« leiten 
of tliankfulnefls. 

Madanie and dearest sister, I must most eamistly crave and be- 
seiche jon to appardone me for my long delay of wr}'tting, in resjiect 
1 tliocht youre oiiiij sermmt Robert Alexander, the bearar Iieirof, 
fittest t<o be tlie eurrierof it, for if I liadd alsoft written tbanks witliLn 
tbis short space as yc fiiniisbit subiect, tliau bad I but importmiatitt 
your eies with i*eading, and yit done nothing that had worthely re- 
qiiyted the great good will of such a prinee as ye are ; qu horn to I ain» 
witlim their fiue dayes, in so manyfold wayes beholden. By no deidis 
fmnch less wryttes) I ean worthely rwjuyte your using of me. For, 
sett asyde youre louing dispatelie^ to iny fiilJ contentement, of my 
kit ambassadom'e, justice clerk^ as also the directiug towaitlis me of 
so lionounible and so wyse a gentleman, so w*el] affeetod to tlie anntie 
and so well tliocht tif by you, m Eduard Uotten» youre ambassa- 
dourc, as also the direcring sine^' of so dlitcrctt a gt^ntleman ajid so fitt 



ELIZABETH AND J.1ME8 VI. 



IS 



for his oficc as your forsaid seniant Alexander, with a number of ao 
faire and good horses as lie brocht (the most acceptable present that 
euer came to me), as also your louing letters sent als uell by justice 
clerk as by ynure anibassadure and Alexander ; — sett asydc, I say, 
thise forsaid tokinnis and proofes of yom^e inuard fiTimkbip, — ^your 
only memoriall tuching the horsia sent to me with yom'c forsaid am- 
bassuduro hath more bound mo mito you then any lett^nis, presentis, 
or deidis of ami tie, that cuer ye haue or coidJe haue liestoned upon 
me ; for not only wa\Te the wordis thairof most louing, but also the 
pnrpois discouered such kinde cairfidness in you oucr me, as it 
seamid rather to haue proceidit from sum altrr <v/o than from tmy 
strainge and forraine prince, qnhich I can on no waves rt'qu>^e hot 
by of ring nnto you my person^ and all that is myne, to be used and 
imployed by you as a louuig mother wold use lur naturall and 
denoted chylde. Thus, praymg you euer to use and imploy me so, 
I pray most humbly the creatoure, madarae and dearest mother, to 
preserve you ti*om all youre foes quhatsnmeuir, to cast thaiine in 
their ouin snayres, as he did Haman, and to increase yom* days in all 
honoure anfl happines, as they haue euer yet bene. From Dumferm- 
lingj the xx7, day of Jinie, 158*5. 

Yom* most louing and denoted brother and sonn, 

James R. 



Madame, I haue^ according to ray promeis in ray last letter, Ijene 
trj^ing out yone alledgit rejx»it of the lord Maxuellis concerning you, 
quliich, so farr as I can tray, nas indeid uanted of by him, m also 
that he had the lyke fououre of me, lx)th mitreu, quhairof Ilouson on 
bouinan, a servant of the lord Scixwpis, gott moyen, by some that 
wayre about tlie sayd loi-d. He aduertissit Jonston of it 
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No. IX 

JAMES TO ELIZABETH. 

19th JULY, 1686. COPY ni TBOiirsoN us. v, 8. 

The king reiterates kis profe^nmis of good will, and prays the qtiem not 
to give attention to mimours to the contrary. 

Tills present sliiJl serue, niadnme nnd mother, to assure you of 
the cuiistancie of my profes^ite gootl will iJi my letter with Alexan- 
der^ and of the continuance of that pronicsit coui'se in religion and 
lea^e, as, also, it shall serue for a couiiterjioise to rejiortis maid, or 
to be maid, by any seditious feUows in the contrair of this preseduig. 
Thus, praying you to contineu me in jour good grace, and, notwitli- 
standuig of fjuhatsumeiur bruit is or rcfwrts, to keepe still one eare 
for me, I committ you, madaine and dearest motlier^ to Goddis holio 
protection. From Faklande, the 19th of Julie, lo85. 

Your most loving and affectionate brother and sonne, 

,L\31E8 R. 



No. X. 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 
JUKE on JDXT, 1585. jiyoku iisa, elu. no. 2, oaicj. ACtouiupn. 

TTie queen alludes to Jameses former " contrarimts deulingSf*' and cau* 
tions him agaimt duplicity — wAo seeketJi two stringa to one how tmty 
sikoot strong^ but not straight — pnnees'' causes ca?i never be conducted 
so covertly that tfiey can be concealed^ and ** we old fortes " can find 
tcays of taking advant<ige of otlu^rs' nuilic^ — it becomes kingst t/terefore^ 
to deal sincerely — promises to suspend her judlgnietU of any hearsay 
until fthe receives James's own amwer. 

The following k»tter iii»y be ftn answer to No. VIIL It was certamlj wriUoti at tho tiro© 
I hftve iuAJgucd to it It UiaiiifEiAs very plainly Elimbctlrs iiotioii of Jiuiius'i clijinictrr, 
nnil i»« iniireuvt'r, a guod specttuen of ber cuBtomary djirk but emphatic style. The ftllu- 
»ion hy Wottun sind Alex»nder Axes tho iluto to June or Jnly« 1685«, If not an fttuwcr 
to No. VIJL it TUAy puMibly h&ve been written a few days before it. Xo. Till., it will 
\m remembered, wai sent to the qaeea by Jmuqi upon AlexunderV rotiirii boaiu. 
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Right deare brother, Yrnir gladsome acceptance of my offred 
amitie, togither with the desiar you seem to have mgraven in jour 
mynde to make merites corres pendant, makes me in fiil opim'on thnt 
some ennemis to our good wyl sbal loose muche travel, with making 
frustrat thai* baiting stratagemes, whiche I knowe to be manj and hj 
sondry meanes Ut lie explored- I cannot halt with you so niuche 
as to denj'e that I haue seen suche euident sliewes of your contx'u- 
rious dealings, that if I mad not my rekening the bettar of the 
moneths, I might condennie you as imworthy of suche as I m\nid 
to shewe myselfe toward you, and therfor I am wel pleased to take 
liny coulor to defend your honor, and hope tliat you wyl remember, 
that who seaketh two stringes to one bowe, the may shute strong, 
' but neuer strait ; and il* you suppcise that princes causes be vailed so 
couvertly that no intelligence may bewraye them, deceave not your- 
selfe; we old foxe.s can find shiftes to sane ourselves by others 
malice, and come by knowledge of greattest seereat, spetiallye if it 
louche our freholde. It beconieth, therfor, all our rencq to deale 
sincerely, lest, if we use it not, w han we do it, we be hardly heleavod. 
I write not this, my dearo brother, for dout hut for remembrances. 
My ambassador writer so muche of your honorable traitment of liiin 
and of Alexandar, that I belive the be convertid Scotes, You 
oblige me for them, for wiche I rendar you a milion of most uitire 
thank cs» as slie that meaneth to desarue many a good tlioght in your 
brest throwe gootl desart. And for that your request is so honor- 
able, retaining so muche reason, I wer out of [my] sences if I shuld 
not suspend of any liij*esay til the answer of yoiu* owne siction, wiche 
the actor ought best to knowe, and so assure yourselfe I moane and 
vowe to do ; with this request, that you wyl affburd me the reci- 
proque. And thus, with my many petitions to the Almighty for 
your long life and i)rcsers'ation, 1 ende thes skrihled lines. 
Your verey ossui'ed lovinge sistar and cousin, 

ELlZAnETlf R. 

A inon lion frere 
le roy d'Escose, 

(AMD. SO(\ D 
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No. XI. 



JAMES TO ELIZABETH. 

3rd AUQUgT, 1585. COFT tN THOMPSON MB. r* 7. 

Jama OBSurea the queen of his imweenct/ in a laU mischiefs and wishei 
to know what w her mind and desire far it« repartition — he hopes 
she hoM kept one ear open for him in spite of nuiliciom tcnujues^ 

In tho miAsi of tbe compliealcd dflc«ptioii in whicli the fltplomatic retatJous of the 
couru of EDgland and Scotland were involv&di as partly cjcplained in the introductioD to 
the letior No. VI., nn nnfortiinate event occarred which addetl itiLI Ikrtbcr to the com- 
plexity* On tho 28tb July, 1585, Francu lord Rujiaell^ third but eldest survivijig son of 
Fmncii aeoond e^ of Bedford, was mortally wounded in a quarrel between the Engtisb 
ittd Seoteb, wluch arose suddenly on tbe border?* daring a tniee-day agreed upon be- 
tween dr John Foniter (lord Hunsell's father-in-law) and sir Thomaa Ker of Femihunt« 
the Englkb and i^eottish wardena of the marcbee. 

Tito quaiTC'l ^lut probably onpreroeditated, but Ker waa an intimate friend of the earl 
of AmJi, and advantage w^m taken of that circuraetance, by the EngliAh government^ to 
pick a q^uarrel with tbe JEuvounte of the Scottish king. It was alleged that Ion] RusnelPi 
death wai a premeditated result, plotted between Arran and Kor. Sir Edward Wotton 
diatinetly charged Arrmn with the guilt of a foul murder, and demanded aatiafWtion, on 
hk nii«treM> behalf, for treacheij practised agaimt one of ber meti diatiiiguiahed inb- 
Jects. Jamea waa mortiRed beyond measure at this unlooked-for intemiptiou of hie 
pleasant Intereourse with Wotton , as well aa at the delay which tt tnterpoeed in the eon^ 
elusion of a treaty whicii was to be accompanied by a payment of ready money. He 
wopt like a child; deolared be wished all tbe lords of tbe border dead proTided lord 
Russell were alive again ^ eommitted Arran to custody to awatt inquiry, and wrote olf 
to Elizabeth the following hasty protestation of his own Innocence. The letter is 
datetl ** 3 day of Ju{ie/' whielt is an obvious mistake. Nothing occurred ut tbe be^nning 
of July to which It e&n poestbly allude. After referring to the diplonmtic eorreflpondence 
of the time, t think the date should have been either the 31st Jnly or the 3rd August; 
pitibttbly the latter. 

Miidame and mother, since liaist auger and extraordiiiar sorrou 
will not [>eniiitt any long lettii% this [)rescnt shiJl only seme tn 
fissure you of my honuist innotience in this lait mischiuf, and of my 
constancie in that com-se mcntionatt in my last letter unto you, not 
donbting hot youre arabasHadourc hath written to you at Ijirge, botli 
of the one and the odier. I have also directid exi»rc5lie tJie bearer 
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heirof mito you, to know your mjTitl aiid desyi-e for tlie repairing of 
this forsaifl mischief, quhom praying ^^ou firnilie to credit, and to 
steaiuo • still of my tix*utli, I comniitt you, madame and mother, to 
Goddis holy protectioiL Fwm Saint Andreuse, the 3 day of Julie^ 
1585. 

Yom* most loning and devotid brother and somie, 

James R. 

I doubt not, madamoj but ye have kept one ean? for me, notwith- 
fttajiding of many malictos tongues tliat nou do boldlie spicke. 



No. XIL 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

AVCU8T 1585. ATDER MSd. ELIZ. NO. 22. OSIQ. AITTOORAPH. 

r qu€en*s astonishment that any Scot should /tarn dared ta violate his 

hands hi any of the noble blood of England^^her satisfaction that 
James has not spared his tcell^famured Arratij to cause him to an* 
swer siu^h a suspicion — tmshes Ker of Ferni/turst^ tiie Scottish warden 
of tJie marchesy to be delivered up to her* 

Riglit deare broUier, I find to tnie the Frenche adage, Qw'wn 
mat ne vitd jamais seul ; for as the horrible and soudain murdar of 
my most faithliil siibiect and most vaillant baron was imto me a 
heartsore and grivons tidinges, so was it tenfold rcdoubled with 
knowelege that a Skot shidd dare violate his handea on any of our 
noble bloude, in a pcacable concord, whan om^ frendshi|> shuld haue 
sent out his hotest bearnes to the kindeling of the entier aifection of 
bothe reahnes ; that any of that nation shidd ons dare hane had a 
thoght tjo maculate suche a conti^act of aniitie. I |Mirceivt^ by my 
ambussailor, that your grief is litel les than suche a hap desei'veth, 
and do |>erceaue that you liauo not spared your wel-fauored, to cause 
him answer suche a suspicion, I Uiinke myselfe, therfor, greatly 

* 80 In MS, /or atflem. 
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obliged unto your care for my satisfaction, and therin I thanke you 
for being so considerast of your owne honor, wiche, I assure you, 
lieth a-bleding in the bowels of many an Inglas man, until fill rayson 
be made for suche a treacherye. God send us bettar luck after our 
league be finished than this bloudy beginninge may geue calendes of, 
elz many a red side wil folowe suche demerites. But I hope you 
wyl spare no man that may be douted of suche a meaning. I 
meane, not only of the murdar but of the breaking out upon our bor- 
derars, wiche commonly ar the beginnings of our quarelz. I dout 
nothinge of your curious care in this behalfe, and for that the warden 
of that marche hathe bine the open and commen fosterar and com- 
pagnion of the traitor Westmarland and his complices in France 
and Scotland, I hope you wil agrie to send him to my handes, wher 
he shal neuer receaue iniurie nor ivel measure. And thus, desiring 
[you] to credit my ambassador in certain particularites that he shal 
impart unto you as to myselfe, I reconunend you to Gods safe tui- 
tion, who graunt you many gladsome yeres. 

Your most affectionat sistar and cousin, 

Elizabeth R. 
\^Addres8ed] 

A mon bon frere et cousin, 
le roy d'Escose. 



No. XIII. 

JAMES TO ELIZABETH. 
13th august, 1585. copy in Thompson ms. p. 9. 

Hie king protests his devotion to Elizabeth — promises to sift out tJie 
trial of tJie circumstances respecting the deatJi of lord Russell 
— he has assented to the terms of the proposed league. 

Madame and dearest sister, the recept of yoiu* thre fauorable Icttres 
(juhairof two be of youre ouen hand, hath moued me to give you, by 
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this present, the most luirty thankia thairfor of hiiii quho is most 
cknioted to yciii oi" any prince in cristendom ; but specially I thinke 
myself more beholden unto yon tlien I can euer aquyte, for the pro- 
ineis and uou ye nudvo in one of yom* letteris, not to tiiist any euill 
of me quhill ye heii* my aiiin declaration of may part. Ma<lajne, 
since ye have so lionorably delt with me in this case, I think it my 
pairt, as it was allways, to sifte out tfie tryall of this last mishapp, 
with all posible sjieed, and, on the other pairt, I will earnestly re- 
qnire you to snsijend your judgement qnlnll ye heir from me quhat 
success my tranillis haue t-fikin^ (pihtiirof ye shall bf, with (knldia 
grace, aduertishit in very few dayes; so shall my honest |>aiit be 
clearit, the guiltie kiioiun and |^M>nishit, ye rcsohnt quhat to eraue 
for your satisfaction and reparations of the fact, and the conclusion 
of the arnitie and league go forduart, quhairunto I do allready fidly 
assent, qnhairof, since }'omT ambassadoin-e df>t!i more largely writt, 
I will end heir, witli promeis of my utter diligence in the foi^d 
tryidJ, and committing [you] to the holy protection of the Alhiuchtie. 
Prom Striuilhig, die 13 day of August, L58o. 

Your most luuing and deuotid brother ^Uld Si»mie, 

James R 



No. XIV. 

JAMES TO EU2JABLTH. 

llJTM AUODST^ 1586. COPY IN THOHPSOH MS. P. 10. 

The klntj ilecl^treii^ (/i(tt aklmugh it was pwposed that the intended leatfue 
between Englund and Scotland should onhf bind hhu to resist ifivasicn 
of England on account of relitjicn^ his intention was^ Ouit il should l*e 
generally oj'etmce and defensire^ ajtd he voluntarihj hinds himself to 
miploif his crown tind ixmntrif to resint all invctttions of Entjiand, upon 
whatsoever pretexts 

Madame and mother, in great haist, ready to ryd. Your ambaa^ 
siidouris present dispntche hatli mouitt me tc» wrvt this few wordis> 
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to assure you tbat, altliot^h my iirticles that tUe ambaasadoure seiidis 
yon des>Ti» tlu* leat^ue to concerne only religion, j-it my plaine mt43D- 
tion is, that the leiigue shall be otJensive and defensive for all iinia- 
sions iii>on c|iiliatsumeuer prctexte. And theirlore I will pray you 
to keej»e this present, in tokin and testimonil of my plaine assent 
thairniito, and that I will imploy my croune and cuntric to re^st to 
quhatsimieuer inuasionis np|Kjn yomis. Thus, praying [yon] to appai^ 
done tbis scribling In haist, and to contbiue still my loving mother as I 
shidl be your denoted sormts I committ you, madame and motlier, 
to Goddis lioly protection. The xix. day of August, from Striuiling, 
1585. 

Your most louiug and denoted brother and soun, 

James R. 



No, XV. 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES, 



wfuirsn ifOVEatBBa 1585. RYOsn ] 



, suae. ifo. 20. QSLiG, AUTooiupn. 



Offers of help on the recovert/ of power by tfie banished lords -^ Eliza" 
betfi^n tgfi&ranc^ of their intended return to Scothnd — every mothers 
90n of them shall s^tnart if they do anj/ personal violence to Janies* 

Angus, Mar, GlammUf and the other banuhed Lords of Scotland feniained in Engimnd, 
ceotres of intrigue aad coaepintcj, until the end of October, 1585. By that ttmo Arnui\ 
iniAConduot and tliis cabiib of hia enemies liad tiUi^d Uie cup of hit au|KipuIaritj. The 
lords secretly gathered together their frtendB; crofluietl the border; aiade their Appeaimnoe 
at KcJflo; nuknlmUcd their host at Falkirk to the number of 8,000 men; and finallj 
occupied Stirling^ were admitted to the presence of the king, proclaimed Arnm and hh 
fHtinds traitofn, and took upon theni»elv« the functions of government. Thia proceeding 
was no doubt privately connived at by Elizabeths government, and probably by Elizabeth 
b«nelf. At any event nhe had undertaken for the peaceable conduct of the b&nifthed lorda 
•o long aa they were in her dominions^ The following letter u her own pergonal vindication, 
in anticipation of a charge of having broken ihat engagement, tt in wntten with groal 
boldness and appearance of truth, but it may be doubted whether it actually negativea 
ooontvaace, and is not in fact more subtle than houesL It ia wholly in the queenS hand* 
writing, and contains many oiiaracteristlc paasagea aa well aa i^ capeeiallj corioiu 
fioatieript. 
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Right deare brother, the straiigenes of harde accidens that ar 
arrived here, of uiiloked for> or unsuspected, attemps in Skotland, 
eueil by some suche as lately issued out of oui* lande^ constraineth 
me, as wcl for tJie care we have of your person as oi' the discharge of 
our owne honor and conscieuse^ to send you immediatly this gentleman, 
one that apjwutauieth tons in bloud,* bothe to ofteryou all assistance 
of heli>e as al good indeuor of counceil, rmd to make hit plaiiie that 
we delt plauily. Thes lordes makeng great outcryes that I wold not 
or coidde heljK:? them to he restored ; I, by ther great iuiportunitio, 
yelded, that if I might be fried of my assurance given unto you for 
ther saie kiping, I wold consent imto ther departure, and so, after 
your answer, as my thoght most honorable, that the might take ther 
way to Germany with your gracious graunt of .some livelmJe, after 
a weekes sjiace I gaoe tliem my pasport and so dismissed them, witli- 
out, I swere unto you, ons tlie sight of any one of them. Now, 
whan I way how suddenly, beyond my exi)ectation, tliis suddaia stur 
ariseth, and fering lest some ivel and wicked person might surmise 
that tliis was not without my forsight, I beseclie yon trust my actions 
accordinge the mefisure of my tbnnar dealings for your safety, and 
ansuerable to the rule of reason, and you shal find, that few princes 
wyl agrye to constraint of ther equalz, nmche les with compulsion of 
ther subiects. Juge of me, therfor, as of a kinge tliat caries no abiect 
nature, and thiuke tins of me, that, rather than your daiuigier, I 
wyl ventur mytie ; and albeit I must confesse that it is daungerous 
for a prince to irritast to miiche, tlm>ugh iuel aduise, the genertJitie 
of great subiectz, so might you or n4»w haue Iblowed my adtme, that 
wold neuer betray you with unsound counceil ; and now to conclude, 
making hast, I pray you be plain with this bearar, that I may knowe 



• WtUiam Knutlc», etde«t son of sir Pruicii KnoUeA, K,G. who married K&Uiu^iiic» 
daughter uf WUliAin Cary enquire, by Mary Doleyno, Eli«ftbeth*i maternal aunt. Before 
tb« ActuAl iDvuftion of Sctithmtl hy the baniKhecl lortLi, sir Edward Wotton had found it 
pgcciMary to dciert hi« i*QBt of nrobusndor at Jamei** court. Jaoiea having ^ven ordor* 
tottiiM VVolton in hu hou»p tiitd hold bim uan hoalXKefor Arran, Wotton mounted a f\tei 
hor»e, and eriMiaed the l>urders during the ni^ht. 
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what you wold that I should do, without excuse hireafter, that con- 
strained you did hit, for I dare assure you of his secresye, and 
therof be you bold. For the lord Russelz dethe, and other thinges, 
I referre me to this gentUman, who I dare promis is of no faction 
beside my wyl. God blesse you in al safety as I wysche myself. 

Your tru assured cousin and sistar, 

Elizabeth R. 
Feare not, for your life must be thers, or els the shal smart wel, 
euery mothers son of them. 

[^Addressed,'] 

A mon trescher frere 

le roy d'Escose. 



No. XVI. 

JAMES TO ELIZABETH. 

20th DECEMBER, 1585. RYDER MSS. JACOB. NO. 1. COPY OF THE TIME. 

James desires to revive certain matters of business which Iiave dropped 
asleep through occasions of time — has sent a messenger to inform the 
queen of his estate and intentions. 

The success of the returned lords waa followed by the calling of a parliament, in which 
the king united with his people in expressions of friendliness towards England and affection 
for protestantism. The parliament urged the immediate settlement of the long meditated 
league with Elizabeth, and as soon as it had risen, the king despatched sir William 
Keith to the English queen to invite her to come to a conclusion upon the subject. He 
was the bearer of the following letter. 

You * madame and deircst sister, I have sent this gentilman bearar 
heirof, my familiar seruand (according to my promes in my last lettre), 
for thre speciall causes: first, to visit yow, in respect it is long ago since 
I visited yow with one of myne ; sccondlye, that all those matters that 
war in dealing before, and thorow occasions of tyme left as it war 
asleep this whyll past, may of-new be walkened up and perfyted, as 
I did wrjii in my last lettre ; thirdlye, I have directed him to informe 

* So in the orig. 
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yow both amply and particularly e of the estate of all matters heir, for 
the which cause, to the end that ye myght the more fullye be 
informed, I stayed him mitil the parliament was past^ and matters 
put to smn settlidiies^ that he miglit carye the certaintye of those 
matters. Whonj I liave directed, not as in any public message but 
priuatlye, te iuforme yow of my seci*et intention in all thinges. Their- 
fore I pray yow to trust him firmlye, and tu giue him a good anrlspedye 
clis|)etcha Thus prayhig yow cuer to aBSUi'e yourself that all my 
dedes shall corresjK^nd to my promises on yoiu* beliaU^ I commit you, 
niadame and daii-est sister, to God his holye protection. From 
LinJythquo the xx. day of December, 1585. 

Your tj*ewest and assured brother and coushi, 
llnd&rsedt] Jameh R, 

Copye off tlie king his lettre 

to quene of England^ xx. 

December, 1585/ 



* Among Mr. Rydcr> fwpen are the following two copiei of letters written by J&mei 
to peraoQi at the English court to further sir William Keith *8 emlmsay. They are tiot 
addreaaed, but the tint was probably vkHttun to Kieciretary Waiaingham, and the second to 
Ibe earl of Leyeeater. The latter had at that time just embarked for the low countrien, 
but hia departnre bad been long delayed and put olT from time to time, and JamG«f writing 
from Linlitligow on tlie 20th December, might well be ignorant that the earl actually 
iiailed from Harwich on the 8 th. 

1. 
[ JaKU YI. to SBOUffAttT WAtAtlfOHlM.] 

Richt tniJtte freind, I bane dif»ot«d tb« bearer beiruf, my familiar aeniand, to the 
queno your aounenuie, for dyuen ceuiua» bot eip«cially that the fonuer ilmliDg which hath 
bone thia tyme past left of may be of-new walkened up and perfyted, wherein I pray you 
to aaaiat him hy nil the good meanea ye can ; as alio tu procure hia good and a^iedy dla- 
pafcbe, I must aUo eameatly deayre you to give him your beet advyae how ho shall hebatw 
himaelf in all hia prooeedingea, and to tmat him finnely. Thus referring the whole piir^ 
tloi&Iaria of his mceaagQ and direction to bia owne diacours, I committ you, riebt truatJe 
fraind, to Ooddia boly protection. Prom my pahUa of Lynlyfqw, the xx. day of 
December, 15fi5, 

Your meat loTuig f^ind, 

Jaiiisg R, 

CAMD. ROr. K 
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No. XVIL 
ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

WRITTEN ABOUT JAmJiJlT 1535-6. RYPEft ll». SLIZ, NO. 21. OAIGIIVAL A1TTOOIUPII. 

77«? qu4ieti is pleased at Jameses fftmd lUdtig of the returned loj'ds and 
tJteir acthn — site is about to send aji ambassador to amdude the 
league with Mm — tjtere must be reparation for lord Rusj^eWs dcaili — 
since God made kingsj the clergy ought not to be allowed, to unffimke 
their authority — professions of entire cmijidetice m Jameses »ifweriti/, 

ThiB letter was written in reply to the one immediatelj preceding. All diffieulty in the 
way of the conclusion of a league being removed by the change in Ihe .S'ultish govern- 
ment, EHzab«th determined to send the veteran diplomatist Randolph to Scotland to bring 
about a final settlement, lie ia the " gentleman," and air William Keith the " acceptable 
menenger " here alluded to. It id evident from the latter part of thiif letter th^t James 
Itad already acquired the charactor of being a profound dunembier. 

Right deare brotherj I am not a Htel satisfaict of many a care- 
full thoglit that my myiide tossed up and downo, with doutes whiit 
cam might do to a kings brest, inviininiied of a st'ubdain with m 
vnlooked for an accident; my thankes, thcnfoiv may sca[r]se be 
contaijicd in tliis papor for your most acccjitable messanger, whom 
it pleased you to conmiaund [for] my satisfaction of your goo<l estate 
togither witli your good liking of the lordes and ther action, whom I 



IL 

[JaHES T I, to the EA&L of LKTCESTBft.] 

My lord and richt trusty cousing, Delng latly axluertiahit of your nondeparture a« yet 
(qubaiTuf I am nicMt ghiid), I haue thocht good to n^yte this present unto you with the 
bearer hcirof, my faimiliar »eraant| to denyre yow to further hm good and apedie dispalcbe 
by all good meancs^ quhome I pray yow earniatly to direct and aduyae tn all liia pro- 
(•i>edlngia, since I haue geuln chargo to bchatie hiiutelf fully according to your direction 
and a4luyBe. As to tho cauMa of his mcemge and particuleria thairof, I remitt thame to 
his particuljtr declamtJoun, who will iufomie you amply therein. Thus praying you to 
glue him firmotruit« I commit you. my lord and right truftie ooualng, to GoUdis holy 
protectioun. From my palais of Liulif^w, tins xx. day of Decombeir, 15^S. 

Your must Ittutiig and aflmrod freludt 

J4MJ9S B, 

Af» ye wold dn me Any plenMurcs, remember uponn tb« aendiog of th«« htikkia wilh N|H»id. 
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beseche God no longar j>rL»senie in litb, than the be ready for your 
preservation to 8j>enJ idl thers; so for wer euer my intentz from 
any trechery towartle yoiL And wheras yom- desiar searacth great 
that tlie league in hand niyght cunte to ende, I ;uu addi'essing a 
gentilnian xnto you for the same purpose, aiid wyl delay no time for 
80 goo<I a intent, trusting than, that no wliisi>ering treason shal haue 
credit in your eare to retarde or cut of so nideUd an action, Supi>ose 
sacfae, I pray you, to resemble a golden houko that oft deceaues the 
^Tiwary fische, and muke-sliirii receaue his wor^t in h<5uof l>ettar hope. 

Aniidz al thcs kind dealings of yours, let me not forget how litel 
care the worhlc shal thiiike you prise me at, if In middest of 
greatest fi*indship, my lus of honor be no wldt repaired for the shaudul 
mnrthcr of tlie baron Russell Pondar it de[>ely, 1 beseehe you, for 
hit striketli nere me, so puhlik an iniui'ye to haue no redi-es, without 
we sliewe the thoght, wiche God alone reserues his part The like 
answer was ncuer yet giuen, and [I] ho^^o for bettviu* paimcnt 

For your churehe matters, I do bothe atUnire and reioise to see 
yoiu* wise paraphrase, wiclie far excedeth ther texte. Since God 
hathe made kinges, let them not immake ther authorite, and let 
brokes and snnd rivers acknowledge ther springes, and flowe no 
ftirdar than ther banker, I praise God that you uphold euer a 
re^al rule^ 

For all other mattei*s wiche this gentUman hathe told me, I wil 
hope stil tliat your faithful profession of constantie in my behzdfe 
flliid far sunnount the develliAhe practises and suttel iniquitieof those 
wiche, undar pretence of your aduancement, wil »k:uiten your best 
fortiune. And alt>eit I am aduertised, even fi*om amonge themselves, 
that your assurance to them doth shcwe, that al my faire offers from 
you be cul Ef€si<:>j!s and ridiculusj meaning wholy to folow them and 
temporise witli me, yet I m^Tid to jyecrare in nu^Uorem if I must nides 
be begiled, and mynd not to trust them til I see you faile me, in id 
than (keept'in* tul ikdinenttm ditjne i^ertUur, Til than, I w^yl trust your 
worde, and dare assure you shaJ neuer, on my beliidJe, liaue cause to 
• Tlib k th« r«iidlni| of the MH. 
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repent your woues, irieaiiiDg you no les good than I pray Gtnl eiier 
to afourde me, prayinge hini longe to conserAC jou. And to ende 
tliis lettar, let mc not forget to recommend tliis gentlemans good be- 
liavor in tliis hk charge, liiiiiing used it to your honor and Ids great 
praise. Thus I finische to troble yon, but do rest. 

Your most assuredzt louing sistar and cousin, 

Elizabeth K. 

To my deepest brother and 
cons in the king of Scotts, 



Nu. XVIIL 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES, 

FKBEUiJlT 1585-6. RTDER ItSS. BUS. NO. 3. Ottltl. AtTTOOAA^H. 

The queen has sent as amlfossadar to James a gentlefnan who laboured 
far the kinffs preMri'athn in his ehildisk years even to the peril of his 
men life — she praises highly his long emperienc^j his wit, discretion, 
and fideliti/, 

Thfi preneDt letter was sent^ as I t&tce to be clear from its cant^nts^ liy Randolph, ¥/lio 
wits eommiBUoiied to conclude tde league* He arrivcHl in E<lia1rurgb od the 20lh 
Pebnuu^i 1585-6. 

Right deare brother, Determining witli myselfe to sende you some 
one of whose aftectioii I had prole to\\iu*de yoiu* estat and pai*sou, 
have resolved of this gentilman, who in your cliildesche yeres sought 
all menes of your preservation, and was the instrnnient to have you 
ser\^ed by them that folowed uo other I'uJar tiian ymir raigne, ajid 
lor that cause suHretl hard assaultes, yea to tlie present peril of life, 
wiche was soght sontby wayes, and ons by bullet of pistol, as he had 
to shew. Sup|jo8e you that suche a one, so used, wold be busty to 
go on this viagc, wer it not my aj^etiaU charge, wIche only I do 
for the longe exiK^rience that he hathe had of that coimti^y, and so 
the bettar al)le to serve us bothe, for I dare swere ho hathe no other 
scoije than to kipe us frendes, and increase that bund. And il' he 
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find any oppoaiftB agunst so good a worke, he wyl obviat it if he may, 
and wyl serve you in any thing that may advance ^-our honor and 
quiat, according to his commission ; praying you to have re^\i unto 
him and lus honorable tniictment, that I may haue no cause to 
reuenge his %vronge ; not douting but if wu knew his nature and 
honealyi as I do, you wold nut estlme liim mcnely. I assure yoa 
he is of muche valeiir botlie for wit and discretion ; in whom ther 
was never found trechery. Thus I end, with my pray«a^ to God 
for your long continuance. 

Y'our assm-ed sistar and cousin, 
lAddreSJiedy] ElIZABIuTII It, 

A mon bon frere 
le roy d'Escose, 



No. XIX. 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES, 
wairrsir i^ karch 1585-6. atdkh nss. eliz. ko. 30» oukj* AVToaiurti. 
Caution agcdmt foreign intriguer9 — Elisabeth's care ov*er Jofnea aimcu^ 
nahulis — thuj^ seom ta be asked to eiffn an *^ imtrument ** for Jameie 
security — eapeete some persons to be delivered up to her oti a(^mtnt of 
the death of lord RujmlL 

Hanilolph woa rcccirtMl bj J&mes with tli« most trMoh«rott» oourt«ft^; but ilio ofHriiil 
■ervftnU of tbe Scottish sovereign— uut lesa aocuaipliihed djaiuinblcri Uittii their mimtrr 
when it wuh their cuGto pb>' faUe — gave Randolph alarming toformalton &■ to guldim ofTcri 
with which the conn of France was then tempting the needy SoottiAli monarch. Upon hit 
report of the^e circumstances to Elizabeth, »ho addremed Jarne^ in the fullowing teCter of 
in direirt advice and waniing. Her heavy wit in reference to an •' in«trnnioiit '* orguaranteo 
for the payment of hL§ annual pension or pecuniaiy allowance^ which JamoR deurec! her to 
ftign, IB amusing and characteristic. 

The exiH^rtist seanten, my deai*© brother, niid&os vant of tlier best 
shipiies whan the pas the highest bcllowes without y elding, nrul 
broke ninilest tlie roughest atomies. Tlie like prufe, I Jiupjioso, inuy 
bent hv iiiatio, niid surest boste, oF frinde% wlum <;rejite;it p<.*rrtinvsioii8 
aiid inigbtiest eruieiiiis o[iix>8e tliemselues tor parties, U than a etm- 
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stant irremouable goixl wyll ajjpcre, tliar is best tiiall made. Ami 
for tliat I knowe tJier is no worse orator for tmtlie thim iiialice, nor 
shwredar invahar thiui envye, and that I am sure you liaue wanted 
oetlier, to assaile your niyude to win it from our friudeship ; if not 
auailinff all tlies miliars, you kipe the hold of your promised inward 
aftl'Ctioii, as Iljindul at lengthe hane told me and your owiie lettai's 
assnre me, I dai*e thus boldly affiriric, that you shall haue the bettai* 
I*art in this bargain. For when you way in ef|ual balance, with no 
palsfy hande, the very ground of ther desires tliat wold withdrawc 
you, it is but roote of miscliii' to i>eril yotu: selfe, with hope to harme 
her who euer hatlie preserued you ; and sins you may be sure that 
Skotlancl, nor yourselF, be so [jotent, as for your greatnes the seake 
you, nor neuer did, but to iniure a thirde ; and if you rede the liis- 
toriesj ther is no gi^eat cauae of host for many conquests, thogh your 
contry sarued ther malice. This you see the begimiing why euer 
Skotland hatlie bhie sought Now, to come to my ground worke, 
only natural atfuetion ah wcunabulis sturrid me to saue you from the 
murderars of yom* father, and the peril that ther complices might 
brede you. Tlius, as in no counterfait miroir> you may behold with- 
out maske the faces fif bothe beginnars. It is for you to juge what ar 
like to be the best euent of bothe, and therafter I pray God you may 
use your best clioiso to your surest goo<l, no semblant false to begile. 
And as I reioyse to haue had, iveii in this hammeiing worlde, suche 
presant profe of youi* sincerite, so shal you be sure to iinployo It 
upcjn no gilefid i>erson, nor suche as wil not take as muche regard of 
your good as of hei* owne, 

Tocliinge an ** instrument,*' as your secxetai'ye terme it, that you 
desiar to haue me signe, I assure you, thogh I can play of some, tmd 
haue bine broght up to know^ musike, jet this dissconl wold be so 
grose as wer not fit for so wel-tuned musicke. Must so great dout 
be made of fi*e good wyl, and gift he so mistrusted, tliat our signe 
Emanuel • must assure? No, my deere brotlier- Teache youi* new rawu 



* do in the original. 



ELIZABETH AND JAME8 VK 



ai 



coimselars bcttar muiiner tlian to aduis you such a paring^ of ample 
ineninge. Who shuld doute perfonnaiice of kinj^cs offer? What 
dislioTior nmy that be denied? Folowe next jonr uwme nature, for 
this neuer came out of your shojipe. But, for your ful satisfacHon, 
and to plucke from the wicked the weajion the wold use to hrede 
j^our doubt of memiings, thes the be. First, I wil, as longe as you 
with iuel desart alter not your course, t^e rare tor your safetVi 
heljM? your iiide, and shun al aete^ that may dauinilie yon m any 
sort, ether in present or future time; and for the portion of ivlife, I 
uiinde neuer to lessen, thogli, as I see cause, I wil rather augmetit 
And this I hu|)e may stand you in as muuhe assuranse as my name 
in parchenient, and no les for Ixjtlie our honors, 

I can not omit, also, to request yon, of all amltie hetwine us, to 
haue gootl regard of the longt*- waiting expectation that all our sub- 
jectes lokes after, that some iK'rsons be deliuered in to my handes for 
some repaire of my honor thoorh no rehires for his dethe,* according 
as my ambassador Randol shal signifie, and that tlier be no moiie 
delais, wiche haue bine ouer many already. And thus I end my 
troliling you. Comittinge you to the ttiition of the living God, who 
graunt you many yeres of prosperous raigne. 

Your most assured louinge sistar and cousin, 

Elizabeth R. 



No. XX, 

JAMES TO ELIZABETU. 

WaiTTEN ▲BOUTIsT 4PIUL, 1&86. BYIJER MSi. JACOB^ IfQ. 4. OUO. DBAPT Iff JAMM*! 



HAKDWarTlHO. 



Apologi»e8 for not wri^ng pending the arrangemetit of the treaty — t^ is 
now signed — ea^pkmations m to iA€ ** instrumenL** 

The following letter b a r^plj to the lust, la spito of all oppotition It&fHloljili sue- 
ooeded in procuring tbe king** sigiuittire to the term« of the treAtjr; tut Jame* coutd not 



* This alludtii to the deadred deliTerj to ElizaheUi of Ker of Peraihurtt^ who wu ftc* 
cuaed uf hating plntte^l the death of lord Roaaell. 
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belaugbfid OQtofhis^'mjftmment/" one point in which, although the fact does not apptif 
in Llib coirestMjJidence, wan, that it was to bind Eltxal»etli not to permit any meiumrea to he 
hroQght forward against James'a title to the English crown. (Tytler'a Hist, of Scotland, 
Tiii, 279.) 

I doubt not, inadaine and dearest sister, but ye haiie tliir tymea 
past accused and condemned me in your ouen m^-nde of foryetfullness 
or great sleuth, in hauing bene so lung unuisiting you \Wtli any letre, 
and yett 1 must most hardy craue your pardon in respect I did it 
ufKin goode intention, for, upon consideration of yonre ambassadouris 
negotiating with nie upon the accomplishing of the league, I tbocht 
it much bettir, tlioch I shulde have stayed tlie longer, to writt to 
you the i>erformance then excuse the delay thairof, and, thairfore, I 
woulde not finish my letter ciuhill the same had also bene finished in 
lykemjiiner: as indeed I haue nou at hist(tboch not without crosa^ 
ing) subscry ved and deliverit the same to yom* ambassadoure, quliom, 
according to youre recomendation, I liaue louingly usid, as I will 
qubomsoeuer ye can send, for the sendaris saike. And as for the 
instrument, quhaiinmto I desyre yonre scale to be affixit, tliink not, I 
pray you, tJiat I desire it for any mistrust, for I protect before God that 
yoiu'e simple promeis uolde be more then sufficient to me, if* it uaire 
not that I uoulde haue the quhole worlde to understand hou it 
pleacith you to honoure me aboue my deraeritis, qnhicb fanonre and 
innumerable othoris, if my euill happ will not permitt [me] by action to 
acquyle, yett shall I contend by goode meaning to conteruayle the 
same at her handis, quhome, committing to the Almichties protection, 
I pray euer to esteenie me, 

Hir most beholden and louinge freind and cousin, 

Jaaies R. 

Madame, I must carm*stly requeist you by youre fauorable and 
siieadie dispctche of the trou seruande and faitlifull subject to you and 
to me James Hudsone, to lett him knau tliat my mediation hes 
auailid at youre handis. 
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nomine datur. For the first, I assure you I never gaue commission 
for more. Some other might mistake, as Randol wil tel you. And 
for the lettar, some wordes and fourme was suche as fitted not our 
two frindeships, as Randol also can shewe you, but I haue sent you 
a lettar that I am sure containes all you desired in spetiall wordes. 
I trust it shal content you ; although I must say for myselfe this 
muche, that the pithe and effect of all you receiued afore ; and be- 
seche you thinke, that I finde it my greatest fault that I remember 
but to well, yea, many times more than I wolde, but never aught 
that may be for your behoffe, ether in honor or contentation, shal euer 
slip out of my mind, but wil take so good regarde imto it as that it 
euer shal nerely touche myselfe ; as knoweth God, who euer preserue 
you fi:om deceitful counseil, and graunt you true knowlege of your 
assured, with longe and many yeres to raigna 

Your most affectionate and assured louing sistar and cousin, 

Elizabeth R. 
[^Addressed] 
A mon bon frere et 
cousin le rov d'Escosse. 



No. XXII. 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

8th APRIL, 1586. RTDER MSS. ELIZ. NO. 36. ORIO. 

Elizaheih intercedes on behalf of Archibald Douglas^ accused of a parti- 
cipation in the murder of Jameses father^ Henry Damley. 

The following extract from Mr. Tytler^s History of Scotland fdmiflhes an admirable 
although rather over-drawn comment upon the present letter. " The happy conclusion of 
the league was a matter of sincere congratulation to the English queen; but she had in- 
trusted to Randolph another somewhat difficult negotiation. This was to induce James to 
recall and pardon the noted Archibald Douglas, whom she had herself recently imprisoned, 
but who had purchased his f^«edom by betraying the secrets of the Scottish queen. This 
gentleman united the manners of a polished courtier to the knowledge of a scholar and a 
statesman. He was of an ancient and noble house; he had been for yean the friend and 
correspondent of Burghley and Walsingham; and he was now in great credit with the 
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£Dgliah queen* But DoujBfliid Uud m dark lui well aa jt Urighc side; and exhibited a oaii. 
tndiotioii or anomaly in chjinM't*;r l»y tio means unfre^jnent in those days; the feruL'ity of « 
feudjU age gilded or lat^^quered over by a thin coaling of civitiuitinn. Externally all wtw 
polUh and amenity^ truly and at ht'art the ouiii in^iBa sanguinary, fierce, I'rafty and un- 
Bcrupulnnit viltain. He had been pencmaUy present at l>iLrnley''B murder, although he 
only ailmittod the foreknowledge of it; he liad been bred as a retainer of the infamous 
Bothwcll; he had afterwards been employed by the 8i:>ottUh queen, whom he sold to her 
tnemies; and EJlfabeth's gnsat purpose In now interceding for his return from her court 
to liis own country was, to um \m influence wnth the young king against his mother and 
bet fai'tit/n. . . , A muck trial was gi)t up; a sentence of acquittal pronounced; and 
Duuglas was not only restored to hij* estates and rank but admitted into the highest conft- 
drnce with the sovereign^ whose father he had murdered/^ (Tytler> Hist, 8eotlARd, 
viii, 2«5,) 

This letter is not placed in strictly chronologicMi] order, it having been thought b^t«r Co 
put all t|i<]s« tetlors relating to tlio league in regtikr succ«aii>n^ 

Right high right tjxcellent and miijhty prince, our deerest brother 
and cuushi, in uur hardest niancr we rccoimnende ns imto joii. 
Understanding tliat tbis bearer, Mj% Archibald Dughts, by tlio 
travell and mediation of his good treendes, hath obteyned fauonr at 
your bander, that it plcaseth you none botli to coiiceave a good 
opLoion of liiin, and to license hyin to retourne home to yom* pi'e- 
sence, we could not but accompany him with this our letter, to 
witnes unto you in liis behaiti that, during the tymc of his abode 
here, he liath atUI caryed himself in such loyall and duetifuil sort 
towarde you, as you haue just cause to thiidc the restoring of him to 
your good opinion and fauour well bestowed ; wherof we ar the 
rather niove<l to geve you knowle<ig, lor that we miderstitnd that 
sum have don ill offices to work in ycm a hard conceit of the gen- 
tleman, whom for our part we woold by no nieancs admitt to cum 
to our presence (although by our servant Hsmdolph we were informed 
that he offered to abyde lus triall according to the lawes of Scotland 
for any matter that could be laved to hh chardge), \Titil such iyine 
AS, bv his solemtie othe, he had, in the (iresence of uur priuie comisel, 
purged himself of any criminall matter that might be proved agaiuiit 
him touelnng tlie detestable murder of your laie father. Anil yet, 
notwithstanding tins kind of purgation, we did withall, at the tymo 
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oF his fiirst access unto us, let him plainly understand, tlja^ if at any 
tyme tlierafter it shiild appei^e unto us that he coiild be any further 
touclied 111 that niattt^i% tlicn ^ith the only conjecturod or rejiorted 
knowledge' of others that such an horrible fact was intended tt> be 
committed, we woold not oidy make present deliuery of him< but also 
craue earnestly that exempliiry punisliment might be extended ujxin 
him, as gilt)' of the niurtlier of our so nere cousin and kinsman. 
But DOW, since yourself, as we are informed, do rest so far fiirth 
satisfied with his actiones and hehavourc past, as that you can be 
contx?nt to revoke such decrees as haue ben made against him in tJie 
tyme of his absence, by gmunting \iito him tlie benifit of the act of 
pacification, and to allowo liim the triall of the lawes of Scotland for 
any actuall dealing in that horrible murder, with a free remittall of 
any his foreknowletlg or concealing of the same, we ar glad of such 
your manner of procec*ding towards him (wherin there appereth both 
clemencye and e<iuitye}, and so much the more bycause it is agree- 
able to a request which otherwise we ment ourself to have matle vnto 
you in his behalf, if we had ben pei'sumled that the saine woold not 
haue ben offensive vnto you, whom we camiot therfor but tlimik 
greatly for this your honnorable and indifl'erent course of proceedmg 
with the gentleman, praying you, withal I, that this triall may be had 
witli all convenient exixnlitiou, which we do the rather de?iyre for 
that w^c ar almoost fully pei*suaded of his mnoceneie in the said mur- 
der, and moved [also] • with compassion, that the slaunder tlierof 
slionld s<j long hang niwrn him, in whom we have ever observed a 
ioyiill and constant disposition to do you acceptable and duetifull ser- 
uice : as, on the other syde, if by the said triall he should ha])pen to 
be found gllty, w^e woold not only forbeare to make any uitreatie or 
mediation for him, but aUo urge rather the inflicting of coudigne 
pmiisliement vix)n him for tlie saine^ to tlie terrour jmd example of 
all othei^ And yet oiu* rei[uest is, that if* he be not found gilty of 
any crbninal or actual medling in tliiit detestable nmixler, it woold 
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please you to lauoiir hira wnth the ratifiiiig by parlement of the be- 

nifit that yourself have abredy grauuted vnto hiiu^ of the geneml 
pacification for thL^ taking awaye of all other offences committed in 
the tyme of your minoritie, wherin his case is coniuniU witli many 
other your stiliiects that have nbteviied a remittall of the same. And 
80, right Iiigh riglit excellent and mighty i>rmce, our dcerest brother 
and cousin^ we pray God to haue you alwayes in bis blessed kee|>iiig, 
Geuen at our cast^'l of Grenewieh the eight daye of Aprill, 1586, in 
Uie xxviij"* yere of our reign. 

Your very assurid sistax and cousm, 

Elizabeth R. 
[* 1 ddresAed^ 
To the right bigh right excellent and 
mighty [jfince, our deerest brother and 
cousin, the king of Scotland. 



No. XXIIL 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 
Ini OOTomm, 158(S. RYimn MSb. eliz. .no« 4. oKJa. in tiik <iuiu^*a autouxupji. 

llis ifi^eii rdunts (hanks for " amicable oj^er/i^'^ and for the joy ear^ 
preyed by tfie king at her Mcape fivtn iJie jaw9 of deaiJi — Boblngion^ 
cmispmn^f or'ujinated with the. Je^uits^ whom Jarnea is Ou^rifoj'e urged 
mil to itnJW to remoiu in Scotland — KlUal/eih^H sonvtv for thoae trho 
were guilty^ and her mrprue t/mt am aeeounted wim sltouU ham 
part in anch a design, 

*T\\% luagiiti betwt;t$ii KiigJand ftiitl ScotJan<1 was ecorfcly concluded! wlieii liolh countnes 
wer« Pt^irtlerl hy the discov<?ry uf the well-knowrn BAbingkin cotiHpiracy, Its olijccf* wi?n.% 
the MKHJBiuKtion of KlisabetJi^ the rvkeoM of Adary, and bor ntAbtiftliment on llic vncnnt 
Uironcs of thftt country In wLneb ibe h«d now patted to mtny yetkm of exUo au>l inifiriMcit- 
onenL Tho eooipimt'y ciim«! to li|^lit ftlwut lh« 3rd Avguiit, 1&8<J, and lUe cliief ouiwpim- 
Ion were ejL««!uled ciri tlio 20Ui ivnd 21§t of the fullow'ing StipLi^mlMrr. Wtlinn a few duyt 
ftlkfifMrardii it wAt dt'UTmiried to Irrin^ qu«t*n Mar}- to whjit waa tertiMKl » trial for liuving 
litil ft guilty knowlMgti of thi* formidable plot. Wittioul being aQquainted with thit 
la«t difltii-riittuiiiuii, Joitiut liad written lo Elicftbctb, and lud altoacnt fttpociAl Ambttttador 
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to IttfTf to congratulate hi!r on her escape, TUd following wt» her replj. The *^one Ad- 
eounted wbe" was, nn doubt, quoen Mary; and probnbly there « anaUuftioa to her in Ui« 
previous paisage, jn whicU there Is mention of ** some that are guUty of this mtirther*" 
Thii letter )» wholly in the queen^ handwrtting. 

I Iiofn*, my dcare brother, tliftt my injiny waiglity affavres in pre- 
sent may iniike my lawful excuse for the retiu'dance of the answer to 
your ambassadeurs diarge, bet I doute not but you shal be honor- 
ably satbtaict in all the pi^iiitz of bis commission, and next, after my 
owne errand done, 1 must rendar yon my innumerable tliankes for 
suche amicable otters as bit hatbe pleased you make^ making you as- 
8Ui*ed that, with Gods grace, you shid nener have cause to regrat 
youi* good thotrlitz of my nieaninge to dcsenie as mucbe good wil 
and aftecrion as euer one prhice owed another, wiscbing iJl mcanes 
that may maintaine youi' faithfid trust in me, tbit neuer wyl seake 
anglit but the hicrease of }'oui' honor ajid safty, I was in myml to 
baue sent you suche accidentz as tliis late monethe brought furthe,* 
but the sufficientie of mastar Archebal t made rae retaine him, and 
do rendar you many loving thankes for the joy you take of my narow 
escape from tlie ehawes of detbe, to wichc I nnglit east4y Imue falh-n 
but that the hand of the hiest saucd me from that snare. 

And for that the ciu'se of tliat desaing rose up from the wicked 
aucgestion of the Jesuites, wielie imike hit lui axceptable sacrifice to 
God, and meritorieus to themselfe, that a kinge not of ther profession 
shuld be murtbered, therfor I could kipe my \yexi no longar from dis- 
charging my care of yoiu* [jersou, that you suffer not suche vipai*s to 
inbabite your lande. The say you gane leue undar your hand that 
the might safely come and go. For Gods loue regard your surety 
aboue all |Jcrswations, and account him no snbiect tliat Intertaines 
them. Make not edict/, for skorne, but to be obserued. Lt*r tliem 
be rebelles, and m pronunsed, tiiat preserue them. 

For my part, I am sorier that the cast away so many goodls gen- 
tilmen than that the soght my mine. I tlianke Gud I banc Uaken 



* The dboorery of Dabuigicin'* conipEmcy, 

f Arrlilbald Dougliw wan at tliia lime the Hoi>tl»h i 
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more dolor for some that ar gilty of this murtlier than beare them 
malice that tlie soght my dethe. I protest hit before God. But 
suche iniquitie will not be hide, be hit neuer so craftely handeled ; 
and yet, whan you shal here all, you wyl wondar that one accownted 
wise * wyl use suche matter so fondly. But no marvel, for whan 
the ar giuen to a reprobat sence the ofFen make suche sh'p. 

I haue bine so tedious that I take pitie of your paine, and so wyl 
ende this skribling, praying you beliue that you could neuer haue 
chosen a more sure trust that wil neuer begile than myself, who 
dayly prayes to God for your longe prosperitie. 

Your most assured louing sistar and cousin, 

Elizabeth R. 
[Addressed] 

A moimsieur mon bon frere et 
cousin le roy d'Escosa 

[Contemporary memorandum indorsed] 
Of the 4 of October, 1586. 



No. XXIV. 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

15th OCTOBER, 1586. RYDER MSS. ELIZ. NO. 5. ORIO. AUTOGRAPH. 

Thanks for offers of service — desires the Kers may be sent to her — 
thanks God that James is alive to the dangerous practices of the 
Jesuits — what was confessed by all the conspirators toithout torture — 
Douglas tarries until matters of great importance are concluded upon. 

If the date indorsed in a oontemporary hand upon this letter is to be relied upon, and 
there can be no reasonable doubt that it is either the date of the letter or of its 
receipt, it was written just at the time of the proceedings against queen Mary at 
Fotheringaj. Those proceedings took place on the 14th and 15th of October, and the 
court was then adjourned to the 25th of the same month at Westminster. The result of 

* i, e. Mary queen of Soots. 
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proceedings^ which ought to have been m deeply mteroating to Icing James, both m a ion 
and as a sovereign, was no doubt the *' matter of weight *^ for the communicatioo of which 
Arehitmid Dougla« was detaiued in London, Thi* letter ie altogether in the queen's own 
hand* 

Mj dearc brotlier, Hit liatho sufficieiitlj infonniied me of your 
sinnriilar care of my estat and lirotlimg * t]iat you haue sent one, in 
suche diligence, to miderstniid the eircimistancis of the treasons wiche 
lately wer lewdly attempted and niiraculously vttred* Of whiehe I 
Iiad made participant your embassador aibr your Icttars came. And 
now am I to sbewe you, that, jis I haue receaved many writings 
from you of great kindiiis, yet this last was fraughted with so careful 
passion, and so efiei-tuall utterance of all best wiscbes for my safety, and 
offer of as muclie as I could haue desired, that I contes, if I shnld not 
aeake to decenie it, and by merites tye you to continuance, I wer 
ivell-wordy suche a frind ; and, as the thankes my hart yeldes my 
pen may skant rendar you, so shal the ownar euer decerue to sliewe hit 
not ivel imploied, but on suche a prince as shall requite your good 
w}d, and kipe a wacheftd yee to all doings that may conserne you. 

And whereas you oH'er to send me any ti*mtor of m^^ie resitling in 
yoiu" land, I shal not faiJJe but ex|>ect t!i*accomplischement of the 
same in case any suche shal be^ and require you, in tlie menetune, 
that spidy deliuer^-e may be maid of the Cars,t wiche toucheth liothe 
my conscience and honor. 

I thanke God that you beware so sone of Jesuites, tliat haue bine 
the source of al thes trecheries in this realme, and wyl sprefle, like 
an luel, wide, if at the first the lie not wided out* I wold I hful liad 
Pi*ometheus for companion, for Epimetheus had like have bine m\Tie 
to sone. What religitm is this, that the say tlie wuy to sal nation is 
to kil the prince for a merit meritorious ? This is tltat the Imue all 
confessed without tortm- or menace. J I swere hit, on my worde. 



* So in the orig. 

t The Ken of Femihunt, implicated in the deoth of iord Biuwil. 
t Thiimiwt not be uuderBtofxl'Ui mean »h*t they were none of them ittbjeolAd to torturo 
or menace, but that the couleaatoD in qucetion wm not inad« under toiture or Daetiace. 
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Far te liit from Skotkiid to ljar)x>r any suche, and therfor I wisclie 
your vrood provicknce may lie duly executtMl, far olz lawes resemlile 
coliwebhc^, wliens great bees get out by breaking, and smaU flics stiks 
fast for wekenis. 

As concerning tlie retarding of yoiir answers to al points of your 
ambassadors charge, you had receved them or now but that matters 
of that weight tliat 1 am siu'C you wold willingly knowe emt not a« 
yet receaue a * conclusion, and til that mastar Douglas doth tarye ; 
and with his retoume I hoj»e you shal receaue htjnorable reiiuita! of 
his amicable end>assa«le, so as you shal have no cause to regret liis 
arrival ; as knoweth the Lord, whom ever I beseche to send f yon 
many joiful dayes of raigne and life. 

Your most assured louing and faithful sistar and cousin, 

Elizabeth R. 
I must giue you many thankes for thh iKJore sidjject of m\Tie, for 
whom 1 wil not stik to do al |jleasure for your rec[ucst, and wold 
wische him undar the grond if he shuld not serue you with greatest 
faithe tliat any seruant may, I liaue wylled him tel yon some tliinges 
from me ; I beseche you heare them fauorablie, 
\_AddreMed] 
A mon bon frere e cousin le i-oy d'Escosei 
[ Contemporartf innnorandum,'} 
Of die 15 of October, 158G. 
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EUZABETH TO JAMES. 

JATHJART, 1&80-7. RY]>£R MSS. ULIZ, NO. <1. ORJCI. ACTTOOIUPU* 

MSmee the arrii'al of tim S'ottijih cornniismoners thfve ha» bftn discovered 
a frf9h Cirmpiraeij against the qwenn life — the damper to Elizabeth 

from keeping th4 serpent that jxmons her — nhe appeals to James to 
nriafi her liff and reject the care of murder, 

Tlir ^ntiiiiJt toveroigti mw hb moth«ir put ut>ou wh*t is ooJIed her trU], unde- 



• Am in Ui# orig, 
CAMD. 80C. 
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fimded, before a tribnnal composed «titir(!ly of her enemtes, withoot any very Atrenuotii 
loteHbrenuc* on !ipr bobalf. But bis people bati mort* fueling tlian biins^Jf. Tliey were 
full of ini1i[;natToti ibat one wbcs witb all her faiilta, was still remembered aa tbeir once 
beautiful quoou, Hbriuld bo tre4il<?d witb sucb manifest injuAtico, Tbey burned to vindi- 
cate \n her bebalf tlie bfinour of tbc nation and tbe claim§ of natural justiee. The king 
oouUl not »tir abroad without being besieged by popular appealn for vi?ngeaiice. Even in 
tbo innermost chambers of bis palace bis eara wore aasaQed with ibo direst impreoation« 
against the qneen of Ens^land, Tims nrgcd^ ho waa obliged to act witb more d©- 
cisiuu. He sent «ir William Keith into England in November IfiSQ^ and the mtist^ 
of Gray and nr Etibert Melvil in January 1586-7, all of them upon nnnaions of inter- 
cession for tbo unhappy Mary. But bU cfTorto wore equally wonting tn spirit and in 
dignity. Him reprasentationt were hampered by being mixed up witb questioui* rcepeot- 
ing bis own right of poccession to the English throne, which he deemed of more import- 
ance than the life of bia mother, and were deprived of all weight by the univcmal belief, 
firundcd upon a knowledge of his general oharaeter, that he merely aimuinted an interoit 
which he di*l not feel, aitd that if the act were once done, " in time" be might be moved to 
digest it* Whilst the Scottish aml>aR»adon were in London^ a new eonspiracy was discovered, 
or prctendiHl to be discovere*!, in wbieli Cbateauneuf, the French ambaAsador, wna impH- 
cated« The amb&uador was ftammoned to lord Burghley^B residence, and there confronted 
witb the informer, W^illiam Staffortl, brother of sir Edward Stafford, tJie qucen^i ambaafiador 
in France. Each flatly contradicted tbe other, and the trutli or falseliood uf the charge Tit- 
tnains in dombt between tbem, Tbe following letter waa written hy Elizal>eth to Jaroea 
purposely to apprise him of this transaction^ which, by its effect upon tli© minds of tho 
people, could not but exercise a very important influence upon the ikte of lus motiner. 

I fiiide myselfe so trobled hst sjnistar tales might delude yon, my 
gooil limtlitT, that I tiaue williii^dy Ibmid out this messaugera whoni 
1 knowe most sincere to you and a true subiect to me, to cnrry unto 
you my most sincere meaning toward }'ou, and to request tliis iust 
desiar, tliat you neucr dotit my intiere goixl wyll in your behalte ; 
and do protest, that, if you knewe, even sins the amvall of your 
comnijssionars, (wiehe if the list the may tell you^) the exstreme dan- 
gler my life was in^ liy an embassadors honest silence, if not inven- 
tion, and suclie good complices as haue themselues, by Godz jiennis- 
sioUj imfotded the hole conspiratie, and haue aduonche<l hit befor liia 
face, tlioght hit be the perfl of ther owne lives, yet vohintaryly, one of 
them neuer beinge susj»i*cted brake hit with a councelaj' to make me 
acquantal diei-witk You may see wliither 1 kipe the serpent thut 
poisons me, whan the confea to haue rewanL By sauing t>f her life 
the wold liaue had mine. Do I not make myself, trowt* ye, a giKwlIy 
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pray for euery wretche to deuour? Transfigure yourself into my 
state, and suppose what you aught to do, and therafter way my life, 

and reiect the care of murdar, and shun all baitt*s that may untie our 
amities, and le^ alJ men kiiowe, that prhiceii kiiowe best their owne 
hiwes, and miaiuge not that you knowe not For my part, I wjd 
not Hue to wronge the menest And so I concUide you with yoiu* 
owne wordes, you wyl prosecute or misUke as muche thos that seake 
my rmn© as yf the sought your hart bloud, and wold I had none in 
niyne if I wold not do the like ; as Gotl knoweth, to whom I make 
my humble prayers to inspire you witli best desiars* 

Your most affectionated sistar and cousin, 

Elizabetfi R. 

I am sending you a gentilman fourvvith, the other being fallen 
sick, who I trust shal yeld you good reason of my actions. 

\_Addres8ed] 
To my verey good brother and cousin, the king of Skotz. 
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ABOUT Isr yKtmvARYt 1586-7. rydeji mss* eliz. no. 7, ORio, AurociftAPa, 

Ths queen offers various arguments for the necessity of putting Mmy 
queen of Scots to death. 

The Bcottiih ccvmmitiiicmerft propOMd thjtt Mju7 iboulil he tniiuforred ijito tbe custody of 
■omt noutnl princci her rt«lAtrr»na At tbti name litne enieritig into an engagement oii her 
bvb&lf. tUat tAw would thcncofortli aUtftin from all interfervoce in Uie Affairs of EngUuidL 
Tlio {fillowing Intter «?uiiuiin» EUjEab«Ui'i ^^^f' She ridieuleft tlie propoaal^ and vindloMM 
ber intvnitun U» nacriHtie llie Itfo &( her pmoner, upon tho plea of neceailCj. 

Be not caried away, my deare brother, witli the lewd perswations of 
suche. as inateade of infownning you of my to tiideful and helfieles 
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cause of defending tlie bredie that Gud hath given nie, to be better 
sj3ent tlian spilt by the l>loiidy invention of traitoi's bandz> may 
perhaps niiike you l»elive, that ether the offense was not so great, or 
if that cannot serue them, for the over-manifest triall wiche in 
pulilik and by tlie greatest and most in this land hathe bine mani- 
festly jiroved, yet the wyl make that her life may be saved and ra}Tie 
uafe, wiclie wold God wer time, for whan you make vewe of m) Jong 
danger indm^ed tlies fowre — wel ny fine — iiMjneths time to make a t^ 
ofj the gi^atest witz amongs my owne, aJid than of French, and last 
uf yoLi^ wyl graimt with me, that if nide wer not mor than my 
malice she shuld not have her merite. 

And now for a food conclusion of my long-taried-for answer. 
Your commissionars telz nie, that I may trust her hi the hande of 
some indifferent prince, and have all her cousins and allies ijromis 
she wil no more seake my mine. Deare brother and cousin, w^ay in 
true and eeiual bahince wither the lak not muche gtuxl ground whan 
suchc stiif serves for tlier bilding. Suppose you I am so mad to 
truate my life in another® hanrl and send hit out of my owne? If 
the young master of Gray, for eurriiig faueor with you, might 
fortune say hit, yet old master Mylviu hath yeres ynough to teache 
him more wisdome than tel a [irhice of any jugement suehe a con- 
trarious frivolous maimed reason. Let yom* councelors, for your 
honour, discharge ther duty so muche to you as to de<"laire tlie ab- 
surditie of such im offer ; and, for my pai't, I do assure myselfe to 
muche of your wisdome, as, thogh like a most natural! good son you 
charged them to seake all nieanes the could d^uU with wit or juge- 
ment to save her life, yet I can not, nor do not, allege any fault to 
you of thes persuations, for I take hit that you wil rememlx^r, that 
advis or dcsiars auglit ever agi'ee with the surtyeof the party sent to 
and honor of the sendar, wiche whan bothe you way, I doute nt»t but 
your wisdome wil excuse my nide, and waite my uocessitie, and not 
accuse me ether of malice or of hate* 

And now to conclude. Make account, I pray ytai, of my firme 
frindeslilp loue and care-, of which yon niay make -iure lUTownt, as one 
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that never mindz to faile from my worde, nor swarve from our league, 
but wyl increase, by all good meanes, any action that may make true 
shewe of my stable amitie; from wiche, my deare brother, let no 
sinistar whisperars, nor busy troblars of princis states, persuade to 
leave your surest, and stij^e to vnsteblajstaies. Suppose them to be 
but the ecchos to suche whos stipendaries the Tbe, and wyl do more for 
ther gaine than your good. And so, God hold you ever in his blessed 
kiping, and make you see your tru frinds. Excuse my not writing 
sonar, for paine in one of my yees was only the cause. 

Your most assured lovinge sistar and cousin, 

Elizabeth R. 

[Addressed] . 

To my deare brother and cousin, 
the kinge of Skotz. 

[Indorsed] 
Resauit 8 Feb'" 1586, be post 



No. XXVII. 

draft letter from JAMES TO ELIZABETH. 

MARCH 1586-7. &TDE& MSB. JACOB. MO. 5. O&IO. AUTOGRAPH. 

Tlie king accepts the queerCs purgation of herself ^^ of yon unJiappy 
facty^ — he hopes her honourable behaviour hereafter may persuade the 
whole world of her innocency^ — and Uiat she vrill give him such satis- 
faction as will unite the whole island and establish it in the true 
religion. 

A paflsage in Robert Gary's memoirB is almost a sufficient illustration of this letter. 
"The ne. t year," he writes, " which was 1586, was the queen of Soots* beheading. I 
lived in court. ... At which time (few or none in the court being willing to undertake 
that journey) her majesty sent me to the king of Scots, to make known her innocence of 
her sister's death, with letters of credence ttom herself to assure all that I should affirm. 



46 



LETTERS OF 



I woi wayUid in Scotland, If I had gone Id, to have been murdered; but Ihe king*! 
Ruijesty, knowing the di»po«itian of bin people, and the fur}' thej were In, aont to me to 
Berwick, to let me know that uo power of his eould warraiit my life at that time; thcir«- 
fore, to prevent further nniBohiefj Ite would Kiid me no convoy^ but would send two of hit 
oouQcU to the bound road» to receive my letters, or what other messago I had to deliver. 
. . « I WAS eommand&d to accept the king's offer. Sir Qooi^e Hume and the master of 
Melven met me at the tiound road, where T delivereid my message in writitiig, and my let> 
ten! from the <iueen to tlie king; and than cume prttseutly post to court, where I liad 
thanks of her mAJesity for whftt I hntl done.*' (Memoirs, p. 12, edit« 1S08.) The letter 
from Elizabeth to James^ of which Gary was the bearer, and the contents of which aro 
mentioned in the following letter,, ifi stated to be tn thtj poasoAsion of sir (ieorgo Warrondor, 
( Tytler's Hist. Scotland, ix, 5,) Wo are now to present Jamea'i^ answer, which is, in Ciet, 
his acceptance of EU^tabeth^s apology for having put hij mother to death. It is pHuted 
from a fxir drskft or copy, aiu>gi:?tber in James's baudwriting. I know uo reason to doubt 
that it waa aotuaily sent, but I am not aware of any evidenee that it was ao. 

Miulamo aiid deMrest sister, Qujiairaa by your lettir and beararei 
Robert Carey yoiire scruand and aml^assudoure, ye purge youre self 
of yotiii iinliappy fact. As, on the one pairt, considdering your rank 
and sex, oonsanguinitie and longe professed good wDl to the de- 
funct, together with youre many and solemne attestationis of youre 
iimocentie, I darr not \>Toiige you so faiix; as not to iudge honorablie 
of youre unsix)ttecl paut tliairiii, so, on the other syde, I uishe that 
youre honorable beliauioure in ^dl tymes heu*after may fiilly per- 
suaide the quhole uorlde of the same. And, as for my imi% I looke 
that ye will geue me at this tyme sucho a full satisfaction, in all 
respectis, as sail be a meane to strenthin and unite this yle, es- 
tidihsh iuid mabtauie the treu religion, and oUeig me to be, as of 
befoke I war, youre most louing. 

This bearai-e hath sumquhat to informo you of in my nsLme, 
quliom I neid not dcsjTe you to credit, for ye knou I loue him. 
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ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

ftSCBITBD 15 MAT* 1588. AYOEII HaS* CUZ. KO. 8. OILIG. AtmKIIUPM* 

The queen « readi/ to drink of the river of Lethe and remtme her friend'- 
ship with Javie^f to itkom she maken a soletnn imprecatim in piwf 

of her innocenaj as to the death of quren Mnrtj — profeuee deep 
anxiety to serve him — l/umht him far hi^ amimurmation to Cemf of 
offers made to him htf otiter powers — warns him of tfieir drmpis^ and 
l)€gs him either to f^ersentte her an hlft fte^ or^ if he wiil ac^^rpt /ler 
frietidship^ to use her like a prince tvho fears none hut God, 

The kingdooi* of England and SooUiiiid oantinued jMitmlly ««tiiuig«d for mmus (vw 
month9^ sutler the death of Mary^ at first unwillingly ao on Ujc part of Jamca* hut Uo ultimaiwly 
jielded to the iodignation of liia nilijtKita, and, for a little while, fcU a* bitterly OjpiiniU Eli- 
zabeth oa any one. In the meantbno Eli]iib€th*s difficaltica incFoucKt, Tlio probability waa 
daily augmenting that the long threatened prcparations of Spain would abortly mwim Jji 
«ome attempt at an Engliih invaaion. The English queen knew thai h^ enemiai wtn 
endeaTonring to leenre the aid of Scotland, in wbirh tbore waa a huge party raady to Join 
them on the iilightest iummoni, and abe detemiinef) to thwart then). With that riew ihe 
lent her relative, Hefiry Gary lonl Hunadon^ to renew her old intimacy with Jmmm, Htm*- 
don aceompLiiibed hia embaasy with as much sucoe» aa rould be hoped. Jamei dipkiatd 
to the Bngliah ambassador what tempting ofTen he had received from Spain, but aaMirad 
Eliaabeth (I use the words of Mr. Tytler) ' * that fthe could not deteat more de«ply than 
hintself the ploU of the papiita; that none of the mwiaogcfa of Antkhrkt, their eoremon 
enemy, abonld be eneoiuraged ; and that hia lingle rgaann for aaapeodJog their ttaoal loving 
iutellii^nce waa a feeling that ^be bad fiuled to vindicate hcnelf from the guilt of hia 
mother's blood/' (Hist. Scothuid, ix. 21.) The following letter waa wriltoo by Eliza- 
beth to Jamca upon Honidon^s return to England. It ia astMy in tSw qoMtiV hand. 

My pen, my deare brother, hathe remained 90 long dry as I sup- 
pose hit hardly wold have taken ynke againe, but, mollefiod by the 
good justice tfiat witli your owne person you liavo bine pleased to 
execute,* togither with the large assurance that your wordei liavo 



* ** To prove hia tincerity against the catholica, be [JaxDea] aumm^mufl hin fnreM, at- 
tacked the eaatie of Locbmaben, and, mnforc^d by an Engllah liatirrinK tnun, heat 

Um c«atle about the oais of ita capUin, whom he hanged, with tia of hia nm%,'* TytJer'a 
SaOktad, ix. 2U 
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given to some of my miiiistars, wiclie iill dotlie nuJ^e ine reiidy to 
dririke most willingly a lai'ge draught of tlie rivar of Lethe, never 
lukiditig to thinke of ujikiiidnes, but to turne my jees to the making 
vp of that sui'e amitie and stanche good wyll wiche may be pre- 
sently conchided hi ending our league, that so unhnpnyly, t^o my 
hnrfs grife, was delaied and differd* assuring yon, on tlie faith of a 
christian and worde of a king, that my hart eamiot accuse my con- 
science of one thoglit that nu*ght infringe oiu* irindship, or let so good 
a worke. God the chersar of al! hai ts eiier so haue misericorde of 
my soule as my innocencye in that mattar deserveth, and no other- 
wise ; wiclie invocation wer to dangerous for a giJty conscience ; as 
I have commanded this bearar more at lai'ge to tel yon- And for 
your part, my deare brotlier, tliinke, and that with most truith, tliat, 
if I find you willing to imbrase hit, you shal find of me the earefulst 
jirince of your quiet gouuenmaent, ready to assist you with forse, 
with tre^isor, counsel, or any tiling you shal hauo nede of, as muche 
as in honor you can require, or ufjon cause you shal nede. You 
may the more soundly trust ray vowes, for never yet wer the stained » 
nether wil I make you the first on whom I shal bestowe untruthe, 
wiche God wyl not sufter me live unto. 

I have millions of thiinkt^ to rendar yon, that so frankuly told to 
Gary suche offers as wer made you, wiche I doute not but you shidJ 
euer haue cause to reioyse that you refuse ; for wher the niejuic to 
weken your surest frind, so he you assured the intended to suhieot you 
and yours. For you see how the deale euen with tlier owne in al coun- 
tries lessai* tlian ther one, and therfor God, for your best, I assui*e my- 
selfe, wil not let j^oufaule into suclie an aperte damiger, undar the cloke, 
for al that, of harming other and aduansing you ; but I hope you wil 
take Ulisses wexe to saue you from suche sirenes. Hit wv*r most ho- 
norable for yoUi if so hit please you, to let tliem knowe that you neuer 
sent for ther horse, thogh some of your lords (to bold with you in many 
ther notions and over sawsy in this) made them beUue yon con* 
sented to ther message, wiche the themsclues desired your pirdaii 
for. This wyl make them feare you more hereafter, and make them 
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afiraid to attempt you to weaken your assured frind. If I deseme 
not your amitie jiersecute me as your foe ; but being yours, use me 
like a pi-ince who feareth none but God. 

Your most iissui^ed loving ^star and cousin, 

Elizabeth IL 

To our good brother and cousin, 
the king of Scotland* 
l^Indoi'i^d in another hand^^ 
15 Mmj, 1588. 



No. XXIX, 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 
WIUTTSK ABOUT IST JtTLr, 1688. RTDER M88* EIJ2* JfO* 9. OlilU. ADTOGRAFB- 

The queen^s »<i^/acti(m in James^a belief iJiat her iniih in relatian to 

queefi Mtny/^ d^nUi is so manifesdtj jyrovedy and that he is determined 
to defend hi^ own country againd tlie Spaniards — duplicity attributed 
to him by their enemies — she has sent an atnbassador to conclude a 
Itagne wlOi him — what does he mean by " mtis/action " for queen 
Marfs death f 

Whftlever might be ElizAbetb*8 exproMed (ionl!d«nce in the luicerity of J&tiie»V eumitj 
igumt tht) S|»&niards, it ii not to bu luppoaetl that the reatlj felt najthiog of the kind. 
ffunsdon's impreaaioD of the Scottish suvereigu wua^ tbut the quceo noed not '' look for 
ftmity or kind dealing at hid hand. ... If Uiens were any good iuclinattoD in him toiA-arda 
your htghnew/' continued Hunidonf ** which I oeither find nor LelicvD to ho, yet he )mth 
•uch bad eoropaay about him, and 80 malidoudy bent against your highnew^ they will aul 
■ufler bira tu remain in it two day« together/' (Murdin, p. 5!^1.) StilJ, wtiatevtjr might 
In* Jamei'd duLike to Eliiabcth, hii interest in the 8uce43asion to tlie Kiiglijdi throne pre* 
vtated hbm&kinguny profc»Bion of friendHneas to thfi cnifiading invaijers i>f Engtstiid^ 
BiiUibeCh, ■<u^ miuning iu» himaelf, played with hiui during Uio periotl of danger. Home 
further oomomnication »c4>ni» to have endued after tb« n?tum of UutuMlon, tlie rwult of 
which appeari in the foUowing letter. Jamos prof^ased himaelf determined to rfaiftt all 
foreign invaiion cither of Kuglftnd or ScotlHiid, but left a door of quarrel open by Imr]*tug 
upon '' sattM&etion " for the death of hia mother. Klixaheth replied in the following auto* 
graph letter, which ahe tent by William Aihby aii her amhajMutor. 

CAMP. 80C, H 
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I am greatly satisfied, my deare brotheiv tbat I find, by jour 
owne graujit, that yt>u bilive the trothe uf my actions so Diouifestly 
openly proved^ and thojike you infinitely that you pruies so constant 
defence of your con iitry, togi tiler [widj] inyne, from all Spaniarcb 
or strangei*s ; a niatter fur otlierwise given out by bothc our enemies, 
withe lilotting your fame with assurance of doblc dealing, as thogh 
you assui'ed them uiuler-hand to betake you to ther course ; wiche, 
what a stain hit wer in a priiicJs honor, you yourselfe in jugement 
can wel deme. For my part, I wyl ever trust your word, til I be 
so sure of tlie contrary. Right wel am I persuaded that your 
greatest daunger shidd chanchc you by ci'ossing your strait pathes, 
for he tliat Iiatho two stringcs to bis bowc may shoute sti'onger, but 
never strait ; and he that ha the no sure foiuidation cannot but mine. 
God ki^M? you ever tlierfor in youi' wel-begone patbe, 

I have sent you tliia gentleman, as wel to declare my good agre- 
nient to send some finiseliars of our leage, as other matters wiche he 
ha the to communicate unto you, if hit please you to heare him; as 
my desiar of answering your good frindesliip aJid ainitie in as ample 
sort as witli lionor I may, as one that never seakes more of you than 
that wiche sixal be best ibr yom* selfe. Assure your selfe of me, 
therfbr, and shew© by dides ever to mantaine hit, and never waa 
ther in christendomc betwine two ])rinces surar amitie nor souudar 
dealing. I vowc hit, and wil pedbnue hit 

And for that you sf>eake oft of satisfaction, I haue much vrged^ 
as now againe I do, to knuwc what therby is ment^ sins I liothe 
mynde, and also do, whatsoever may lioiiorably be required of suche 
as I profes myselfe; and therfor, I retpnre you therin to answer 
me. And so, trusting tfiat all your protestations lately made mo 
by C'dry shalbe readely performed, togither with yt»ur constant reso- 
lute coui-s of late professed, I end to molest you longar, but, with 
my tluuikes to God that any your ortendiu*s be entred to your hands, 
and not the les not having bine done without some of our heljje, 
wbiche ghuls me no les than [if it had] hapjicnetl to our selfe, whose 
foi*se shal never failc you in all leaful causes: as knoweth God« 
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who etier bles you from all malignant spirit/, and incroas your 
happy yeres. 

Yoiir most aasurcst sistar and cousin, 

Elizabeth H. 

Tu our right dwve brotlier, 
tliu king uf Scotland- 
\_Indar8e(It^ 
9 July, 1588. 



No, XXX. 

JAMES TO ELIZABETH, 

IST IPHtrSfv 158S. RI'DKB lias. JACOB. no. d. CO^TKXFOfUJtY COl'Y. 

Profuse profemons of ananebj on the pari of tlu Scottkh Idng to be. eittr- 
pU^yed in t/te defence of England^ not as a stranger but a eatnpatrioL 

The history of th« rollowing letter may be gathered from the ctrcumitAneea of the time 
and » [liiptT printed in Mturdin, p, 03 L On the ITth Jiity t}io &rmiida was Brat deecriiMl 
off tlie IJzsirtl. There immcdUti>).v csiwurnl thtit meraoniMe BUcccsdati of engngemotitu 
which termiuated in tta entire defeat. On the 27th July, the very day on which the 
shattered fleet ca»t anchor " near to Ciilak road," the Scottish ambassador ttppliiHl to a«cro- 
t*ry Waljioghun to know " what couree bis nuistar fthouhl be ivdvisetl to Lake." WalatrighKni 
Poplietl, tliat It would be ngroeable alike to Elisabeth sjid tJie Kngliah people if he were to 
iend " by some gentlemeii of good sort to make offer to her majesty . ♦ . to be ready with 
hiipenon and forvet^ to do what be may fur the advaoceraent of the general cau»e.** W»I- 
ffngham added, th%t if the anibajftador would write ** with expedition/* and tend liis Icttem 
to him, he would eatme them to be eotiveyed with nil powible ipeed. WalsiiighAiii wrote 
al Uichmond, at 11 o'clock in the night of the 27th July ; the following letter i» dated at 
l^^linburgh on tlie 1ft Atigust, and i& in tbu very ternifl which Walninghain maggaMad. 
Within A few dayi after it wtiM written tlie mi^eniblu relics of the iuviucible anouda were 
off the const uf Seotlandf scudding northward ; escaping in that way the patriotic fury uf 
tbe Engliah Mamen, but only to eneounter the ei|uaUy deadly ragv of the tompattuoiw 
elenienta, 

Mailauie and deiirest sister. In tymes of stmitis trewe freindia are 
best tryit Now nieritis he thankis of yaw luid your countray c^ulio 
kytliis himselfe a freind to your eountiiiy and CHtute ; and so this 
Qrme inutt move me to utter luy s5elo to the rellgioun, and how neir 
n klnsinan and neighbour I finde myself to yow and your eountrey. 



52 



LETTERS OP 



For this ctlect then havci I sent yow this present, hereby to ofier unto 
yow ray forces, my pei*aoiin, and all that I may coniinaini, to be im- 
ployd ajjjains yone strangearis in <|uhatsnmever fa^on, and by quliat- 
suinever ineane, as may best serne for the defense of your coimtray* 
Wherein I promea to Ixihave myselflPi not as a strangear and foreyne 
prince, hot as your natural sonne and eonipiitriot of your countrey in 
all res|>e<2tis, N*)W, madimie, to coru-lude, iis, on the one pairt^ I 
must bardie thank you for yoiu' honorable begjnining by your am- 
bassadour in ofFres for my satisfaction, so, on the otlier piiirt, I pray 
yow to send presentlie doun cunimissioneris for the pertyting of the 
same ; quhilk I protest I desyre, not for that I wald have the rewaird 
to prei'eid the dcseitis, bot oneUe that I with honour, and all my gude 
subiectis with a fervent guid will, may imbraee tliis your godlie and 
honest cause, tiubaireby your adversaries may have ado not with 
England but with the whole ile of Bretayne. Thus, prayuig yow to 
dispLTlie all your mjiteris with all possible sj>eid, and wishing yow a 
successe convenient to those that are inuadit by Guddes j>rofessed 
enemies, I commit^ madame and dearest sister, your persoun cstite 
and countray to the Idessed protection of the Almighty. From Edin- 
burgl^ the first of August, 1588, 

Wiur must louitig and aftectionate brother and cousin, 
as tyme sail now trye, James K, 



No. XXXI. 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

WnrTTILN IW At^OUBT, 1583. nTDCR MS8. EL1K. NO. 10. OAIO. AUTOOIUI'U. 

Ttut armada havinfj been " wAl-^heaten in ottr narrow ttf*(L%'*^ hnji /hyu 
carried to the cooift of SxUlund, where the queen doudfji not it icill re- 
ceive mtaU ntceouVf unUs$ the traitors who fiave been plattituf with 
Sp*iin have heeu left at lihrrtif — this tijramueal^ proml^ and brainsick 
attempt mil fte tJie beff inning of t/ie ruin of the kinff of Spain ; lie has 
proeured Eliz€dn*fh^8 greatest glory, 

Thb fiohlo letter, wnUtjii liy KJixuHt^Yh in thtr very ctiloitnaitng inotttttiit of her "grvilml 
l^lfir^Tf"* It fyi of that utKfr^^ which more or Utm \mnikA^ i^vvry thing UiAt full fruiu kvf 
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pan. The persoiui whom »h^ pretcndi to believe Jmnm c&nnot have Jeft at liberty were, of 
com^o, Hnntly an*! the other catholic e&rls who were continuallj intriguing with Sp&in 
Uimugh tJio Jesuits, Her ambfwiftador whom she no hij^hly praises wTiS Sir Robert Sidney, 
Thb letter is printetl in Rjiner'i PtBderAf together with the one immediately prcooding, 
(fol. atvi, 18, W,) but with such blanks and mifftakeaasfuliy justil^ their being repritited. 
Rymer printed frum transeripto in the Cotton MS. Caligttla, D. i. Mr. Ryder pOMeues a i 
contemporary copy of Jamea'a letter, and the original of Elizabeth^s striking reply. 

Now may appeare, my deare brother, how mdice conioined with 
might strivest * to make a shameiiil end to a viJanous beginning, for, 
by Godz suigiilar fauor, havmg ther flete wcl-beaten in our narow 
§eas, and pix'sslng, witti all violence, to atcheue some watering jilace, 
to continue ther pretendetl iiivatioo, the windz have earned them to 
your costes, wher I dout not the ahal receaiie smal succor and les 
welcome ; vnhs thos lordz that, so traitors like, wold belie ther owne 
prlncej and promis another king reliefe in your name, be suflfred to 
live at libertve, to disiionor yoUj peril you, and afluance some other 
(wiche God forbid you sufier them hve to do), Therfbr I semi you 
this gentilman, a rare younge man and a wise, to declare unto yov 
my fill opinion in this greatc cause, as one that neuer wyl abuse you 
to sen^e my owne tumo ; nor wyl you do aught that niyselfe wold 
not i»ertburme if I wcr in your place. You may assure yourselfe 
that, for ray part, I dout no whit but that all this tinimiical prowd 
and brainsick attempt wil be the beginning, thogh not the end, of the 
ruine of that king, that, most unkingly, euen in midz of treating 
peace, begins this wrongftil wiu-. He hathe procm-ed my greatest 
glory that ment my sorest i\Tack, and hathe so dimmed the light of 
his svnsliine^ that who hathe a wyl to obtaine shame let them kipc his 
fbrses companye. But for al this, for yourselfe sake, let not the 
frendz of Spain be suffred to veld them forse; for thogh I feare not 
in Uie end tlie seqnele, yet if, Ijy leaving them unhelped, you may 
tnerease the Ungllsch hartz unto you, you shal not do the worst detle 
for your behalfe; far if aught sliuld be done, your excuse wyl play 
the boiteuw ; if you make not sure worke with the likely men to do 
hit. Ix)oke wel unto hit, I besiche you» 

The necessity of this matter makes my skribling the more spidye, 

♦ So III ih« ong. 
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iioping that you wyl mesure my good affection with the right btilance 
of my actions, wielic to you shalho euer suche as I haue professed, 
not doutiiig of the reciprmiue of your behalle, accordinsj as my Isist 
messcnf^jier mito you liatho at large signefied, for the wicbe I rendar 
you a mllion of grateful tbankes togither, for the last general prohi- 
bition to yom' subiecti! not to fostar nor aydo our general foe, of wiche 
I dout not the obscruation if the ringeleaders be sale in yoiirhaiKk; 
as knoweth God, who euer haue you in his Ue^seil kiping, with many 
happy yeres of raignc. 

Your most assured louing sistar and cousin, 

Elizabeth R 
To my verey good bi'other the king of Scottz, 



No. XXXII. 

JAMES TO ELIZABETH. 
WRiiTEN i!f ajciTsiteEii, 1588, COPY ijr TttoKrsoM MS. r. 50. 
Tlui king writes &n the midden rebirn of an Englkh artibussad^r — t/iaids 
the queen for monet/f ivhieh he ttiU repay with forces when reqtnn^l — 
i/te Spanwk fleet never came within ** a kennifig " of t/ie coasts of 
Scotland. 

Thi* ttiH^Miaaador who b referred to in the following letter wai, &i t supfiotoftnd Imve no 
doubt, air Kobort Sidney, brother of sir PUilip, in which cii«e, the anele wKcMe eudJeu 
death occ^ioned the ambassador^i unexpected return to Kugknd wns the p«h.4*nLted 
Robert Dudley earl of Leyetistor. Cam den mctitiotui that eir Robert Sidney ww in 8cot- 
liind in 15^8, nod returned iu time to augment the general joy at the deft'^Lt of tlie lu-niAdu 
with tidings of the constant amity of the Scottish king, hut bo dota not mention Uic pay- 
ment of "the eummcft of montiy'^ which are alluded to in thi» letter, and which were, no 
doubtf among the cau§es of J&mea^s eotut;int amity. It will porhap« be thought that 
James refen xerj slightingly to the death of a person so dUtingutfihcd tn the court of KU- 
jBboth hB her favourite Leycester. 

Madame and dearest sisteri The suddainc pairting of tliis honor- 
able gentleman^ youre anibassadoure^ upon thaise unfortuuatt and 
displeasant neuis of his onkle, lies mouit me with the more haist to 
trace theis feu lynes unto you ; first, to tliankc you, as uell for the 
sending so rare a gentleman imto me, to qidiose brother I was so 
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fiuTC hclioldeii ; as also, for tlie tayce * sending me siidi suiiimos of 
money, quhiclie, according to the league, I sail tliiuikliillie repaye 
with forces of men, quheiisoeuer youre estjut sail so rLH|iiyre, accord- 
ing as my last letter hath maid you certified ; not doubting hut, as 
ye haue honorahle begiinn, so ye uill ibUuu foorth youre course to- 
uardis me, qiiliiche fchairhy f I shall so procure the concurrence of all 
iny goode suhjectis witli me in this course as sail make my friend- 
sliippc the more steadahle uoto you. Tiie next is to prsiy you most 
biirtly, that in any thbig concerning this gentleman fallin out by tlie 
death of \m onkle, ye will haue a fauorable consideration of him for 
my sayke, tliat he may not haue occasion to repent him of liis hIj- 
sence at suclie a tjTHe. All other tilings I reraitt to his credite, pray- 
ing you to tliinke of me as of one qulio constiuitlie shall contineu his 
professed course, and remaine, 

Youre most louing and affectionat brother and cousin, 

James R, 

Postcrip. I tlioeht goode, in kaice of sinistre re])ortis, madame, 
hereby to assure you tliat the Spanishc flete ncuer entered uithiii 
any i*oade or heauen within my dominion, nor neuer came uitliin a 
kenning neere to any of my costds. 



No. XXXIIL 

EU;!ABETH TO JAMES. 

1589. RYDER Mas. EUZ. NO. 24. ORia. AirWOJkAVlU 

TM qumn Bends an ambassaclor wit^i " some tokens^^ in sign of Iter con- 
tpruiulation upon Jameses approaching rtiarriage — Imt/or fwr IwnoUf^B 
mh^ »he would have hied post to be present at tite marriage — the affeo- 
Hon whieh she has boms from childhood to the p€irents of his bride, 

Thii Ictlori and ■QT«gml ratMequotit oaea» luve reUtioii to the period of the tnarruge of 




» So in the orig. Tho word wUieb tho tronsoiiber miatoolt wu porfeA|M •* bjle.** 
+ t'i»rIui|Ni thin uuglit to be, •* quhiche-whalrby*" 
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king James. The prenent one wu written. a& it ieema to mo^ At the titae when the eapouMsd 
qutwn, having set sail from her nntivo Denmark, was daily expected to arrive in SeotUnd. It 
h well known that she was obliged bj long-eoutinned contiairy i^-iDdA to take shelter in ft 
port of Norway, and that James mml cbivalreualy «et soil from Scotland and fetched her 
from the obscure harbour in which she hod found refuge. 

As no tidinges, my most deare brother, am euer come out of sea- 
son to Die that may brede you honor or contentcment, so tliis last 
newes, thogh soudalne, of the aprochiiig neare of your coming c^uene, 
bids nie m muche to bode you all the best blessings that the mighty 
God can send you, as in witnis therof to salute you bothe with an 
embassader, and some tokens, for signe of the happinis I wische that 
feast, iuid the gladnis my hiirt shuld haue receued if hit wer as law- 
full to honor hit with my presence as hit is sure that I bles Iiit with 
my orasonns. And for that the spide of suche a bargen was far 
greatar than the expectation of her arri^'ull, you wyll, I trust, blame 
yourselfe, and impute no neglect to me, that my messangers come 
after the solempnites : tor I assui'o you^ but for my honor sake, my 
wyl wold haue hied ther jx>st w^th smaller company than fitz my 
place. And in meane whiles let hit content you to giue me so 
muche right as to assiu*e yourselfe no witnis ther of so princely a 
pact shall wische hit more succes, nor greatar lasting joy, tliau my- 
selfe, tliat wisclieth sign king no longar while than to see the per- 
fourmaiice of suche alUauce, hauinge besides yourself, w^iche is the 
princi|iall, an inward zele, wiehe, sins my cliildhold, I haue borne to 
the piU'entes of your honorable queue, to whoine I desiai* all felicitio, 
and neuer shal skrajK* from my memorye the intire lone the bare me ; 
as knoweth Godj who euer bles you and gide you. 

Your most assured loving sistiu* and cousin, 

Elizabetu K. 

To my deai^ brother the king of Skotea. 



ILIZAtETH aXI* JaMT- vi. 

Nil XXXI V. 

EUZASrm TC JAMES. 

<itrs?*«** v< t/*< «#'..T, ri?/»-f — rftan^ her Vtvu.-* f:r :: ^-r.-^^/fc":. 7 .r 
air n#c/i a* 7 /.-/V? .'##-.7/1/ r-rti^ft t.- .?^ t/^?.?, ?/>: j:^7i v, Vor *.»*^ in"/- 



AUki^ mv fahiie staD-if mc^ mv deart- br:«:ber. ia >:« p-xo ae-ie, 
as. vitiKJDt siafizraDcae br anr -:»De ]1*^" y^»nr ^'imr bani-woiie, I 3-"* 
bejine tint God hatbe. trf his ^i>.»iDe> m-.'re than y..iur hide, pr;i?j»c-rvi 
to prjod eod TOTir Tntinielv an L if I darv i«-l rratLt-, ivel-seaf^.^ixxl 
joamer', yet I mar ik» L.»ixirar. th'>jh m v cviurajt- c\»u] i ?uy im- til 
TOO fir« began, that best haihe cauf* to ac-kn-j-wcle^t- ihankfnliKs, 
fStMX hot let Tou kjxtTr^ -what hambk *.acriac^ '^f thank e> I yvli to 
the Onuujtejtem for your safe?t 5i^.«p i:*T al your hard c\»nr!>. aod am 
§0 bcJd Vj chal^i^rc" 5-:*ine jian of that f^-nrry u* my beanie?! ^^raisc^n* 
j0C0WTedfjai of no faiiK*i lij'i't**- wit-be lits: i* jJeasinz to his- earts. 
And do befi«rb*r tb*r -ame t-:- send yoti. in this iKt^Je-ractvi linaiZO, 
sodke IjistzDg joy a? the continuanoe may vt- Id yon l»:itbe happy. 

And lyj^ Uj taike with yon £rely as i«j»er may i-ttar c-:»n«X'it. ELc- 
oept mj bowrely care f«jr y- .nr brcien cx»nntivy, t^.* to mncbi- initxrtod 
with ih/t maladie of strarcers hnm«>rs. and t-:» ivoene di» mtviecin 5<i 
weJ ofjinpoiind«l a** if tbtr *tWDer make the mixmre aj»pT% .priatic-d to 
the quaktye rftbe ?4kn€*s. Knc»we yt»u. my dtiare bn.»tben tor certaioe, 

CA3fI>. fr^K. 1 
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ilmt thos idcers that wer to muclie skined with the doulcenes of yoiir 
applications wer but falsly shaded, and wcr within filled with snche 
vcDom as hatlie burst out sius yoiu* depnrturc with most lewd 
offers to another king to enter jour land, with declaration of ther as- 
sured perfourmanee of ther by-ptussed helpes, and numbars great to 
take ether part If with my yees I had not vewed thes treasons, I 
w*oidd be ascliametl to write them you. And shal I tel you my 
thogbt herein ? I assure you, you lu* wel worthy of suche ti*aitors, 
that, w^han you knew e them, and had them, you hetraied your owne 
sciu*ty in fauoring ther lines. Good Lord! who but yonrseli' w^old 
liauo left suche peple to be abel to do you WTong, Gine ordar with 
splde that suche skape not your correction, and liie your retoimio, 
that is more your honor than a other mans hind, without you mynde 
to make you seme ijuioeent of your reahnes ruincj whan absence wil 
same but for your bad excuse. SUd recouvers kings ther dominion 
whan gi'eattar possess liit, yea, suche as ther owne skars may indure 
for ther tirany. 

My deare brother, you see bow fur my intire care drawes me nut 
of the liniites that anothers affaires shuld pbieke me to, but all suche 
en'or I hope you wyl impute to affection, not my cm*iositie, and beai'e 
with ouerphiine imputation, sms liit springs of so good a roote, I 
craue of you, fur your owne best, to authorize, yea, animate, your 
faithfulst and giltles of tliis conspiratie, that tlie feare not to apjire- 
hend in time (I pray God not to late), all suche as any way the may 
suspect or knowe to be pertakers of this faction, Beliue no more to 
dandel sucli babies, as may, or tliey come to honestie, shake your 
chaire, for you haue had to sowre experience what suche vane opu lions 
hath bred you. I wyl not faile, from time to other, to wame suche 
as I may thinke most clere of this infection of aU my knowelege in 
this dangerous se^ison, daring so muchc in your absence as to arumat 
them not to hngar this great mattar til your retoume, for 1 knowe 
that wer to late ; the dayes that the haue giucn ai' shoHar than to 
expect so longe. If ray pr^ayers w^er not more than my good [writing] > 
I shuld be »ory to retaine your yees on so nide skribling, wherfor I 
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end, with my incessant prayers to God for your safe kiping and ioy- 
ful rotoui*ne. 

Your most afFectionat lovinge sistar and cousin, 

ELlZABETn R. 

To my deere brother and consin the king of Scotland, 

After the finisching of my Icttar, ther came to my handz an o%^ei*tiir 
that makes me suppose liit could not, nor durst not, liiiue bine ofterd 
me without your consent, albuit for hit I nether saw your cooiuus- 
sion nor receued from you one word therof, but for al that, hit 
makes me see that your sight serues you not nlone for present vewe, 
but makes you to beliolde the state of distant countries wiche do fele 
the smart of my \T]deserned hate, and makes the mnocent blouJ cal 
for reuenge of eucJ-framed iniuries. Aiid tbogh my conscience cannot 
accuse my thogbts to haue by tmy cause procured sucbe an emiemy, 
and that he bathe to plainlye sogbt my life and kingdorae, yet, I 
tiunk myselfe obliged to you that wold make end of so uniust a war, 
jmd acknowx»!ege the ded king of famous memorie * more liappy in 
suche faithful councehu's than I see many kings In tber liuing ser- 
oantz. And for that they offer me, I wyl euer cronicJe them 
amonge the lUst fnlfillars of true trust And albeit my wrongs lie 
snche iis nature of a king aught rather, for tlicr particular, dye than 
not reuenge, yet the top of my courage shal neuer ouerstreche my 
Iiart from cju*e of christian bloud, and for that alone, no feareof liim, 
I protest to G«k1, from whom botlie iust ([uarel, faithful subjectz, and 
valiant acts I dont not wil defend : yet, am I thus content that you 
shal folowe the wel-deulsed methode, and if he wyl giue pla}'7ie 
graiit witliout a gileful meam'ng, I wil make knoweu that in me the 
lack of so good a worke shal neuer be found 



* Ffederiuk II. of Dennmrk died 4Ui April 1588. Hu miniMeri, then in the mvslce 
of hfiton AAil feuGOonior, ftod Jjunci, during hin »taj in Denmark* net on foot a pro|>o«al for 
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No. XXXV. 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

MAY lfi90. RTDfiR Mas. EUZ. 26. OniG. JLOTOO&APII, 

Canffratulathns upon James's return to Scotland with hU queen — he u 
urged to punuh those of his mhjects who /utve been plotting in Aw 
almmce, ami in forewarned of danger* in case he negkctji — tjie queen 
knows that " soim had tlie vieiv of her letters ^ — */ lier adnumiHtrntt 
vain she ivill counsel no more, 

J&tneii ha^fig returned home, tbt- qnnen reitemU-a tbe a4vt(>e contained in her laai letter. 
NegJect of ber forewarning Aoon prodaced the resoUa wbicU sbe anticipated. 

The strife h great, my deare brother, wiche shuld t^th, ether the 
eare of your |ierilous journey or the joy of your sale retounie, hut, 
leuing them in ther bat^ail, 1 assure you I can scars giiie a tni verdit 
whcTTs the victoiitr, but only this I dare say, that no one that livcth 
tliankes God more deuoutly for ai your eskaiws, nor is more jojiul oi' 
your sure arrividi than myself, who could not st^iy but salute you, 
togitlier T^ith yoiu* honorable espouse, imd by this andjassade make 
you know liow grateful suehe newes wer to me, besichen GwJ to hies 
you witlie suchc benedietions as he bestoith with hirgist giftes, and 
make your eontentementz long and prosix^-ous. 

And now that you hied wher yourself, I doubt not, wy\ hauc an 
accowiit of what in youi* absence hathe bine onh-ed, I hojje you wyl 
not be careles of suche practisis as hatlie passed from any of yours 
without your commission, spetially suche attemptz as might ruin your 
reahiie and danger you. W any respect whatever make you neglect 
so expedient a worke, I am aft mid your careles hide wil worke your 
mdookcfl danger, Thinke nut !>ut I knowe how some had the vewe 
of my lettars, in wiche you 'did yom* selfe les honor thiui to me 
harme, and yet yon see hit wanies mc not ynough from ngaine to 
vontur tlio like liup. But as no hate to any oi' them (Gotl I cal to 
witnis) procm-od me liireto, so only care of your sure gouuemcment 
hathe made me deale this far, and» if I see a1 admonition so iiaine^ I 
\\\\ liireafter wische tU wel, but counsel no more* ut all* I can not 
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forget to reiterut my thaiikes for suclie yoiiroffars :vs bit ]>lcnistHl you 
by jiistice-clarke to make me, aiid m 1 shal hirt^ more therof from 
you I shal concur with you ui so holy aii action. And tlius I end 
troubling you with my skribling, with my prayers to the Almighty 
for al prosperitie in your daycs. 

Your most aficjctionat sistar and cousin, 

Elizabeth It. 
[J tJdreitiiedy'] 
To uiir deere and loving 
brother the kinir of Scotland, 



No. XXXVL 

JAME3 TO KLtZABETH. 

IStU ItAACU 1588-0. CUPY IN TH0HFS01V M&* P* 11. 

77wf kimf thafiktf Elizaheflh for cusquainting him loith ceriam intercepted 
Uttters — he has nent (he lah*dof Wmiym to estalALdi a solid friendship 
between EmjLind and Scot land ^ and to solicit the queens advice as to 
how tlie king imvj settle his stat^ and person in such respects as may l/e 
reqtdred of one of his age and calling, 

llie fdUowtng extrB«t from Tytler*» Hbt* of Scotland, ix. 27, sufficJently illuntmtcs ttiia 
tetter. ** Lvtt«n were interoepted by Buigblcy wblcb proved in tfatt clekrtst miinnur ftu 
Intended rc»beUiori [in Scotland]. They were wixed on the peraon of a Scotun&D, who wn* 
detected carrying them to the prince of Parma» and exproned, on lhi>> part of Uuntly, 
Murton^ Errol, and t\u* rc«t of the catholic noblenien and gentry of Scothuidi their infinite 
regret at the dUicomHture of the Armada . . they Sflmired the BpanUh king that itx 
thouaand SpaniarvU once huided there [in Scotland] would bo joined by an infinite 
multitude of Scotsmen animated with the bitterest hatred to England ^ and who would iKitrve 
him at fkithfully ob hia own subjects . . Copiea of these letten were instantly iont 
down to Jamet/^ Mr, Tytler adds, what, but for nur knowledge of Jamesls habitual deceit- 
fuinen, would appear very strange to the reader of the following letter, tlmt Jumcii ** at 
ftrst disbellevod the whole story, and dealt so letiiently with the principal coriapiratoni, that 
the plot, inslaad of being croshod in its (bvt growth, spnsad its ramtficatioos throughout the 
ootmtry, especially the northern counties, and grow more dangeromi tltau licfore. Huntly 
WM indeed impriiiuued, hut his eonSncmcnt was a muro Uroe. The king vtatted hini iu 
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ht8 Qhamber and dined there; permitted his wife and servantJi to oommunicat* fre*ly with 
bimj wrote hitn an aflTectionate remonstrance, and even ktssed and canswcd hirn." An opet* 
rebellion, wliich wiw easily put down, was the result- This lott4?r has been unfortunately 
misplaced* It should have been No. XXX III. 

Madame and dearest sister, I uaire to inexciisablie to blainie of 
inaqualitie, if I slioultl prease by coni|»lenients of wordis, to conter- 
uail your aetionis touiirdis me at tins time, iJi tlie cdrfull, kjTide* aiid 
freindlie acquenting me with such intercepted letteris, as micht con- 
cei-nc my personc and estait. My thankfidLiess, dien, most kytlie 
in actionis, qiihich yc may assure yourself sliall at no tyme be 
dpairid for the nellfair of your person, esta.it, and cimtrie^ My dili- 
gence, in tlie mean tnne, for bTall of this jiraetices, I remit to the 
daylie rejxjit ol' yoiu-o anibassadom* heir,* and for the obuiating of 
tliose and the Uke assaultes of Sathan against this yle, I have heir- 
nitli directed nnto you my trustie ;ind familiare seruant the hiirde of 
Ueiniis, alsueiU by establiskinf; a solid freindshii* amongst us to 
strenthen this yie agahist all the aueiud inuaideris tbair of, as to 
crane yoinre adnyce for my particidare beliauiomx* in preparing my- 
self miil cimtrie as the necesitie of the time shall re<|uii*e; and 
speciidlye, hou to settle my stait and person in suche respectis as may 
be requlyred of one of my age and calling. But, remitting the por- 
ticulaiiis heirof to luy ambassadom*e, qnhom I j^ray you flrmlie to 
tnist, I will, with my many and haiitiest th:uikes unto yon for your 
so louing usmg of me at this tyme, coimnitt you to the safe protec- 
tion of the Allmichtie, From my palleys of Holirnd hou^e, the 
xviij. daye of Mureh 1588, 

Your most louing and affectionate brother and cousin^ 

James R. 

I pray you, niadame, to cau.se hasten hir the connnissioneris of the 
Lou Contreys for the reparation of thaise del>tis craved by some of 
my subjects. 



9 WlUiHD Aibby wia at thia time resident En{;liali i 



r in Scotland. 
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No. XXXVIL 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

6th JULY, 1500. ttfD&K Mas. ELIZ. SO, 20, OEIO* AUT001UPB. 

Elizabeth w tcell recanipensed for all her trouble taken for Jame» 
bif the affection expressed on his Mia If by the bearer — ri&e of a 
chnfjerom sect who would have no kings but a presbt/ter^- — Javies is 
requested to stop the mouths or mcJce shorter the tongues of the minis- 
ters in Scotbind who proij for tho/ic who are persecuted in England 
for th^ sake of Uie gospel — ami not t4) /uirbour English traitors. 

The fallowing lector w<ui ftent to J&meii by sir John Ciirmbhael, whom tlie ScottiAh 
moiuLTch hud depntod to the English court upoo a specMkl enibuasy in relation to i% propoaaJ 
foir a genora! peaeu. Mr, Tytler bus printt!d it with a few vari&tioua (Hi4«t. Scotland, \%, 
51) from a copy preserved in the atate paper ofEce, which ^vca Uie dAt« under which I 
have placed it. The bitter piuvigo rMpeeting the English preabyterians shew m what 
way Eiizal>eth rogarddl the prooeodingB of Travem, Cartwright, and tlieir coadjutora. 

Greatar promises, more affection, and grauntz of more acknowe- 
legincfs of rect!ue<l good tiirnes, my deare lirotlier, none can bettar 
remember than tlii.s gentilmao by yom* cbarge hatlie made me 
understand; wherby I thinke all my endeuors wel recomjx^nsed, 
that see thciii so wel acknoweleged ; and do trust that my counseJes, 
if the so muche content you, wil serue for memoriidz to tmTie your 
actions to serue the turne of your safe goueracment, aiid make the 
lookai's-oii honor your worthe, and reuerence suche a rular. 

Aiid lest fayre semblance, that easely may Ix^gilc, do not brcde 
your Ignorance of suche jjersous as ether pretend religion or dis- 
semble deuotion, let m© wame you that ther is risen, botbo in your 
i*eidme and mjTie, a seek* of iktIIous consequence, suche as wold 
haue no kings but a presbitrye, and ixxke our place while llie inioy 
our privilege, with a sUade of Godes word, widie non is juged to 
folow right without by ther censure die be so dt^nied. Yea^ hx)kc 
we wel unto them. Whan tlie haue made in our pcH5ples hartz a 
doubt of our religion* and tliat we erre if the say «o, what perilous 
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issue this may make I ratlier thinke than mynde to write. Sapieni'i 
poMccu I pray you stap the mouthes, or make shortar the toungz, 
of suche ministars as dare presume to make oraison in ther pulpitz 
for the persecuted in Ingland for the gospel. 

Suppose you, my deare brother, that I can tollerat suche scan- 
dalz of my sincere gouuemement? No. I hope, howsoeuer you 
be pleased to beare with ther audacitie towards your selfe, yet you 
wil not suffar a strange king receaue that indignitie at suche cater- 
pilars hand, that, instede of fruit, I am affraid wil stuf your realme 
with venom. Of this I haue particularisd more to this bearar, to- 
gither with other answers to his charge, besiching you to heare them, 
and not to giue more harbor-rome to vacabond traitors and seditious 
inventors, but to retume them to me, or banische them your land. 
And thus, with my many thankes for your honorable intertaine- 
mentz of my late embassade,* I conunit you to God, who euer 
preserue you from al iuel counsel, and send you grace to folow the 

best 

Your most assured loving sistar and cousin, 
[Addressed,'] Elizabeth R. 

To my deere brother, 
the king of Scotland. 



No. XXXVIII. 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

WRITTKN IN APRIL 1591. RTDER MS8. ELIZ. NO. 11. ORIG. lUTOORAPH. 

Letter of thanks to James for delivering up to the queen her " lewd 
rehel^ with emphatic promises of similar conduct on her part, if the 
occasion should arise. 

The "lewd rebel," to whom the following letter relates, was Brien O'Rourke, a native 

* The earl of Worcester was sent to Edinburgh in Jane 1590 to invest the Scottish 
monarch with the order of the garter. 



ELIZABETH AND JAMES VU 



65 



lri«h chiofUin, He wm armigned at Weatminrter tipon a charge of treaAon on the follow- 
ing 28t!* October. The indieeroent wua eitpliuoed to bim by a sworn interpreter^ for 
0*Hourke wo* ignorant of Engl wli. He refused to be tried by a jury ualcaa he had counsel 
■Mifpicd to defend him, and unlete the queen would be one of the jurors. Sentence of 
ilcAth mm poBBcd upon him, and be W4S executed at Tybnm, with all the customary hor- 
ror», on the ^rd November* 1591. A partieular account of this terrible act of hurb^irity 
h given by Stowc and Camden. The oa«e u not printed in the collections of state 
irialA. 

My tieare brother. As tier is nauglit that bredca more for^thinking 
repentance and atrrived thotightes tliaii good turnes t<j harme the 
giuers ayde>* sn hathe no bonde euer tied more honorable ni}Tid9, 
than the shewes of any acquital by grat<.'fiil acknowelegement in 
plain actions ; for wordes be leiies and didea the fruites. Wiche ] 
may not forget to x'emember in your present fact, granted so ft'ely, 
in deliuering up my lewde rebel, whose person and forse^ thogh ne- 
ther be aught worthe, a& who, tor Ida greatnes, being a base varlet, 
drawee few for sequel, nor his birthe so great as a meanar than a 
prince nide^ feai^e, yet 1 wold hauo bine tigrivtnl that so Icwde a 
mynd shuld liaue found fauor in so deare a brothers dominion, 
and do assure you, that I wil lay this |>art in the safest cornar of 
my memorye, to serue me for examjile of a like acquital, if snche 
ivol accident sbukl hapiien you. And in mcano while, thanke ray- 
selfe, not you alone, that liaue made so gtxid a choise of so sounde 
an election upon whom to sj)end the chifest care of my endeuors, as 
I hope you haue hiretofore tried, and this may make increase. 

The two gentilmen, I trust, shal receaue your thanke for per- 
fourming so wel ther charge, wiche, I be^ieche you for my salte, the 
may receaue; not a litel wondring why your subiectz of Glasco 
shuld doute tlie stop of ther ti'afique for so poore a ca>iifc, who was 
neuer of abilitie to make or giuc trafique. The ar s^jrely misin- 
founned of liis greatnes. A few sort, of outlawed fils up his ti'auie, 
and of the meanest soi*t I trust vou wyl niidie thuju knowe your 
faithful ministars must not be niknamed " the Englisli feade men.** 



* I. e, good tiirna made to conduce to the harm of the doer. 
t AMr>. ^C. ] 
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I protest I haue no suche in your realme, for, if the principal faile 
me, I shal neuer care for adiacentia, 

I rendar for this my most loving and deare thankes, acknoweleg- 
ing the kinnes more than the act, and bothe so honorable as shal 
neuer be blotted out of my thankeftdst mynde, adding therto the 
sincere ordar giuen for our bordars matters ; tokens sufficient to 
shewe your grateful hart and princely mynd, wiche I meane to re- 
quite and acknowlege, as knoweth the lining God, who I am sure 
wyl make your subiectz the surar that you abhor anothers traitors. 
Among wiche, I must not forget your most kind vsage in the answer 
that my arche-rebel, Westmarland, shal receue from you, wiche shal 
serue him, and all suche, to knowe that ther neuer shal remane 
with you ether helpe or hap for suche wicked members of a kingly 
rule. This shal retoume to you with triple fold of good regard 
amonge your owne, if the see your justice to anothers traitor, yea to 
suche a one as made me knowe a traitor in my land.* I wyl end to 
troble your yees with my skribling, but neuer end to care for you and 
yours as for my owne. God euer bles you, and make you kipe your 
regal authoritie, and make yours knowe you. 

Your most assured loving sistar and cousin, 

Elizabeth R. 
[Addressed,"] 
To my verey good brother, 
the king of Scotz. 
d.d. 
[Indorsed,'] 
Resaued from Mr. BoweSfpenult April 1591. 



* WestmerUnd is afterwarda termed by Elizabeth " the first traitor that OTer my reign 
had." 



ELIZABETH AND JAMES VI. 



No. XXXIX. 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 
18tb octoabu, 1591. etder mss. euz, yo, 35. orig. 
The qiteen requests Oie ScoUUh king to comur wU/t her in assentiwj to 
the (emporart/ absence of Robert Bottes^ Iter ambaasadorj to attend to 
hhi private affairs in Yorkshire and Durhanu 

Right high right excellent and mighty prince, our deerest brother 
and cousin, we greete you well* Our servant, Robert Bowes* hold- 
ing the place of our ambassadour with you, hath, u^kju vrgent cause 
concerning liiuiself in lii^i perticuler state, hunibly signified bis desier 
to haue som small tvmie graunted vnto bim for his repayre into 
Yorkshire and the bissoprike of Durliain, tlie places where his lander 
and lyving duo laye, wlierein he having receauid som hurt and de- 
triment since the tiine of his absence, through the charge he hatli 
from lis with you, is in danger of furder losse if be may not in t\Tne 
prevent the same ; we haue, therfore, bene pleiised for oxxr parte to 
condescend to his humble request herein, as a matter very reasonable 
to be granntiHl him, as we thinke yourself will also judge of it, and 
Ix^ pleased to ©'ve your good liking and assent ther\Tito, wliich we 
desier you to doo, not doubting but in six or eight weekes be shall 
settle and comj>ound his cau.'^es in such g'xwl sorte as to return again 
well furnished to the j>lace of his charge with you, to your good con- 
tentment. And so, right high right excellent and mighty prynce, 
and deerest brother and cx}usin, in our most affectionatjc^ miunier we 
ccmmend vs to ynu, and you to the protection of Almighty Gud» 
Given at our miumor of Richmond, the xviij*^ of October, loUl. 

Your loving aistar and cousin, 
[Addressed^'] Elizabeth R. 

To the right high right excellent and 

mighty prince, our deerest brother and 

cousin, the king of Scotland. 
[Jmiorsed,] 1591. 3 NouemI). Delyvej-ed be Mr. Bowes, 
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No. XL. 

JAMES TO ELIZABETH. 
24Ta DEcsuBKii 159U cx)pr in Thompson hs. p< II. 

The king has awaited httei^s fmm ElizaWth — hii» written thrice untkmd 
reply — wis/ies to be in/ortnedy l«f, respecting Buccleuclis detention at 
Berwiek for some border matter, and, 2ndj reispecting tlie non-pay- 
ment of the i>€tmon allowed hj Elizahet/i to Jame^^ respecting whicft 
fie writes witJi considerable indignation, 

Madame and derest sister> Your ailence hathe l>eiii so long, and I 
haue so long awaited upon your breaking tltairof, that I am forced 
nu%v at iost to reniemlKT y*m again by this few hues* I haue written 
thrie letters unto 3^ou, and has never as yett recaued answer of any 
of them, aither by word or write, wich movis me to thinke that my 
lettres netier came to yoore hands, especially my lust, quhairin I 
wTote als plainly, and als louingly, unto you as I could* Qohat can 
I thinke, except tliat aither ye hiiue bein by smne greatly abused, or 
els in other weghtie affaires greatly distracted ? llowsomever it be, 
T am sure ye could not haue taken a greatar tryall of my patience ; 
but presupposing that uiy lettres came neuer to youre liands, yet 
could you not be ignorajtt of the subject of thainie, abwell by Buk- 
Icuche his deteaining in Bfirwick, as by Koliert Tousies endles deleaii- 
ing thair. As for Ikikleuche, I thought the great*? care iuid pains 
that all this year I had takiu in the bordor matters, togither with his 
deljiierie, had geum als umche proofe of my good wUl q& deserueil 
at the least anc anser, it* not thanks. For my part, I am re^wly to 
perf^-te the entrie of the all pledges ; but if that course lyke you not, 
as it apijearis by your long delays, I wold lykwais know it And 
as for Uobert Tousles earand, it is turned from one honorable an* 
nuitie to a volantarie uncertaintie almost after long begging, and 
now, at hist, to als muche worse tlian nothing, as there is tyuie spent 
in the seeking of it* I pray you, niadanie, excuse my impaticnco in 
this ; it is no wonder I wearie to be so long tune sutii'e, as one who 
was not borne to be a beggar, but to be b^^git at A short refiisall 
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had les disirleasid trie thao any anserlesse aiad disdainfiiU delay. He- 
membtT, that as I aiue your kinsman, so am I a true prince. The 
disdabiing of nie can be nnt» honor to you. Tlie use of temi>ting your 
freinds so sore cjuie tume you to no advantage. If you thiiike oiy 
firendsliipe worthie that annultie, reniemher, qui cito dat fm dat Let 
not the circumstances of the ^iver disgi^ace the gifte^ for I wearic to 
be a suter, and for your pleasm^e I will promeis neuer to chalenge 
that debt any more if ye will not be contents als friclic to pay it as 
freelie ye promusit it I must, once again, pray you to excuse my 
impatience, for tbaire cannot a greater greif cum to an honest hairt 
than to be slightied be thai me at qidiose handis lie hathe deseruid so 
well as my conscience beiuns me upright recorde I have euer done 
at youris. My faulte is the lesse that I cx>mplaino of you to your 
selfe; and I will yet hope that ye will gine fnrth a just sentence in 
my favour, and applaud iny free speaking in pleading my just cause. 
And thus, madame and dumbest sister, I connoitt you to tlje tuition of 
the Ahnightie. From Ilolyrud house, the 24^*' December, 1591. 
Your most louing and affectiouat brother and cousin, 

JaM£8 R. 



No- XLL 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES* 

WKJTTK^ IN J4lfU4Rr 15S)1«2. RYDSA MSB, EL1Z, NO. 12. OIUU^ AUTQUIUPH. 

7'A<? qiu^en is grateful for JataeH^s t^j^aipe fmm fjri'ut dunger which she 
fQretoUU althouffh^ Cmsandra Uke^ she was mver n^edUed — the rebels 
limi of the eatholk lords feoM tJie calendjt of this lagt attempt — »/i^ doe^t 
not like tv l<Me tahour in gimn{^ adviee which is of no avaU — fraif^ 
that God viaif unseal htJi ei/e^* 

The danger nJliided to in the following letter nroio from one vt tho«e riolent oUempti 
upon th« liberty of the iovereign to which Jamca* wo* »o often fxposwi. On the [jntiwiit 
occaaioi) the noturioua Bothwell wag (lio actor. Ili bintury b Uitta ^iven hy Mr* Teller : 
*' Attiitrking th* fiftkco of HcjIjtooU »t tlw hviid of hh dfspcnittf followi*rH, hit [Bolhw^H] 
tuul utAfly iitir|tri»ed snd ma<lo priMtnorft hulh l!ie kiug utid Uic cluuicdlur , . An nUnti 
walk gtren : t)i« king took refugo in one of tlio turrota ; tho choueoUor ImrrlindiNi hti morr^ 
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and bmveljr hm% oft the naniutatits ; whiUt the oittxeu* of Kdinbargh^ beaded by their pro- 
voftt, nwhcd into the oiitor court of the pabcc, und* cutting their way through the outer 
niukaof thtr Ijordfrcrs. comjielled Bulhwell tu precipitate ttight."— 8cotland» ix, 64. 

Mj deare brother, Thogh the hcringe of your most daungerous 
peril be that thing thiit I most rooerently rendar m}^ most lowly 
thaiikes to God that you, by his mighty haTtd, hath skaped* yet 
bathe hit bine no other hazai-d than suche as bothe bathe bine forsien 
and fortold ; but Cassandra was neuer credited til the mishap had 
ra titer chiini-ltutl than was prevented* The poore man who, against 
his wyl, was intercepted with all suche cpistelz as traitors sent and 
rcceved, was for reward put to the bootcs ; so litel was any thmg 
i*egarded that procided from yom* best frhid, and yet the matter 
made to apai-ant, or many days sitter, throw the traiterous assembly 
of your euidant rebelz, that with banner displaied and again you in 
the fild. Thus wer tlie caleiides of this late attempt I knowe not 
wliut to write, so litei do I hke to loose labor in vaiiie ; for if I saw 
counsel auaill, or augbt pursued in due time or season, 1 sbuld thinke 
my time fortunally spent to make you reape the due fruit of right 
oiwrtunitie ; bnt I see you liane no luk to helpe your state, nor to 
assure you from treasons lejisur. You giue to muehe respit to rid 
yovu- !>anne and shorten others bast. Wei, I wyl pray for you, 
that God wyl unseal your yees, that to long bane bin shut, and do 
require you tbiiike that none shal more joy tlierat than myselfc, that 
most I am sure grives the coiitniry. Aston hathe told me some of 
your request, to wiche I haue made so reasonable answer as in reason 
may wel content Praying God to defend you &i>m all mishap or 
treason. 

Your most assured loving sistar and cousin, 
[Addf^msed,] Elizabeth B. 

To my right deare brother the king of Skotz. 

d.d. 
[/ikfor^ct/j] Delivered be Roger Ashtou, xxviij- Ja"i 1591* 
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No. XLlh 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES, 

WRITTEN IN JAJICAAT 1502-Ji. RYDER MSS. ELIZ. NO. 13. OEia. AVTOOlUPir. 

Alfhomh Jame^ had not answered the queerCs late letters iihe cannot 
witJJiold imiibiij in the midst of the wonders that meet her earn — she 
rtn?u;ws her past condmt towards the Scottish kingfrorn his chtldhtM^d — 
reminds him of his having dishdievcd the discover tj of the treason of the 
eat/iolie lords, and put her messenger into tite hoots — a lewd fclloie has 
noic been apprehended teith letters and imtructlons — ehe intreats t/mt 
he may be imll handled — she has heard that James has granted a par^ 
don to a person who conspired agaimt her — s/ie requires tliat tite con^ 
spirators he in trapped before thetf are aware. 

The following letter, wbich niiiat take % Eiigh place among the modt vigorouA compcAitioTis 
of the queen^ wft& written to James upon thediaeovi'i-yof that cooHpiracy which u i^miliArlj 
known by the name of the 8paniAh BlunkB* Upon the penon of George Ker, brother of lord 
Newhuttks who wa« arreftted in one of the souill iilands at the mouth of the Clyde whilst i>n> 
deuvouring to get awaj to Spain, were found various mysterious bknk papers addrc«^d to 
the king of Spain^ and signed by Runtly, Errol, Angna, and the other chiefs of the 
eatholic party. Being exposed to torture^ tlie unfortnnnte messenger oonfet^'d that these 
blanks were a contrivance of certain Jeauit«, und thut they were to be ^lled up by him 
upon his arrival in Spain in certain forms agrees! upon with the persons wbo«e signatures 
ihey bore, and that they rehited to a meditated landing of thirty thousand Spanish troops 
in Scotland, who were to be joined by the subscriben with fifteen thousand of their own 
retainers. Upon the tirat discovery of this dangerous plot, but before itii details were fnlly 
unravelled, Elizabeth addrened the following stimulating letter to the Scottbh monarch, 
whose mode of treating the previous contpiracies of the same pereons had very mueh diA. 
pleoaed her majesty, 

Mj most dcare brother, Wondars and marvelles do 90 assaill my 
oonceatz> as that tlie long exjieeting of yom- iiideful answer to matters 
of suche waight as my late Iett.ars c^ed nides not seame strange. 
Thogli I knowe the an^ht be more regard id» and spick*! y |H?r- 
formed, yet suche I see the emminent danger and wel-ny ready aj)- 
proche of your states ruin, your lines peril, and naighbors wrong, as 
I may not (to kipo yon company) neglect what I shuld, tbf»gli you 
forget that you aught. I am sory I am driuen from vvarniiige to 
heed, aitd fi'om to muche trust to seake a tru way how your dides» 
not your wordz, may make me assurajice that you lie no way gilty 
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of yoiir owne decay and other danger, lieceue, therfiir, in short, 
what COUPS I m}Tid to hold, and how you may make bold of my xm- 
fained loue and cuer constjmt regard. 

You knowe, my deare brotlier, that, sina you first brethefl, I re- 
gardtHl rdwais to conseme hit as ray womb hit had bine you bare. 
Yea, 1 withstode the handz and helps of a mighty king to make you 
safe, iven gaiual by the bloud of many my deare subiectz lines. I 
made myself the bulwark bitwixt you and your barmes whan many 
a wyle was invented to stele yon ft^om your land, and making other 
posses your soile. Wlian your best holdz wer in my handz, did I 
retaine thorn ? Nay, I bothe consein^ed them and rendred thorn to 
you. Coulil I induro (thogli to my great ex|Tence) that forennars 
shuld liaue loteing in your kingdome, albeit ttier was tlian some law- 
full semblance to make other suppose (that cared not as I did) that 
ther was no danger nient? No. I neuer left til all the FroTiehe that 
kept ther life parted from yom' soUe, and so hit pleased the Hiest to 
bles me in that action, as you haue cuer sins raigned void of other 
nation than your owne. Now, to preserue this, you hane overslipt 
so many soundry and dangerous atteraps, in nether uniting with 
them whan you knewe them, nor cutting tlieni of whau you hatl 
them, that if you hast no bettai' now thjyi liiretolbr, bit wyl be to late 
to hclpe wlian non sbiJ avale you. 

Let me remember you how wel I was thanked, or he rewardiHl, 
that ons brogbt all the lettars of all thos wicked conspirators of tlie 
Spanische faction, even the selfe same that yet stil you haue, to your 
eminent peril, conserued in ther estxites. Was I not so muehe douted 
as hit was thoght an Italian invention to make you holde me dearer, 
and contrived of malice, nf tt don by cause ; and, in that resjiect, the 
poore man, that knewe no other of Ids taking but as if thiue^ had a^- 
fiaile<l him, he most cruelly soulert so giltles a martertlonje as his ti>r- 
mentors douted lii;^ life; so sore hatl he the Ixxites, whan the wer ivel- 
w^orthy life that luide bit. See what good incouragement I receved 
for many wacheful cares for your best safty I Wel, did this so dis- 
comfort my gotnl wyl as, for al this, did I not cuer seme for your 
true espiall, ivcn whan you left your land and yours ready, wel-ny. 
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to reccaae suche forainc foi^sis as the required and wer pi'omised ; 
wiche, if' ycrn hiul pleaae^l to knowe, was and is to evident to be 
|>n>ved. But what of all tliis, if he who most au^rht, did naught to 
assure him, or to rerjuite them ? 

Now, of late, by a fortunate good hap, a lewd felowe hathe bine ajv 
prebended with lettnrs and instructions. I pray God he be so wel 
handeleil as he may confes all his knowlegi* in the Spanische conspl- 
racie, and that you use not this man as sliglitly as you don the ringe- 
leaders of this treason. I vowe, if 3'ou do not rake liit to the botome, 
you wyl verefie what many a wise man hathe (vcwing your proci- 
dings) judged of your gilttines of your owne wrack ; with u wining, 
that the wyl yon no harme in inabling you with so riche a protector, 
that wyl prove, in the ende^ a destroian 

I haue beheld, of late, a strange, dishonorable, and dangerous par- 
don, wiche ii' hit be true, you haue not only neglected yourselfe but 
wronged me, that liaue to miiche |>rocm'ed yom* good to be so iv el- 
guerdoned ^dth suche a wrong, as to liaue a fre forgiuencs of aught 
conspiKHl against my person and estat Suppose you, my dear© 
brother, that thes be not rather enseignes of an enemy than the tast 
of a fiinde ? I require, tlicrfor, to al this, a resolute answer, wiche 
I chalcnge of right, tliat may be dides, bothe by spidy apprehension 
witli bisy regard, and not in sort as jmblik rumor may precede 
present actiorj, Ijut rather that tlie be intrap|_K}<l or the do looke ther- 
for; for I may make deme you wold not haue [them] taken, and what 
wyl folowe than, yon shid see whan k*st you looke. Think me, I pray 
you, not ignorant what becometh a king to do, and that wyl I never 
omit; praying you to trust Bowes in tlie i-est as myselfe. I am 
ashamed that so disordard coursis makee my pen excide a lettar, ami 
so thnves me to molest your yee8 with my to long sk ribli ng, aji<l 
theribr end, with my ernest prayers to God that he wyl in^^furo you 
to do, in best time, nl for your best 

Yonr loving atfectionat sistar, 
[Aildre/tmd^] Elizabkti! R, 

For our deai'e brother the king of Scotland. 
[Indorml,^ Deliuered be Mr. Bowes, ambassiuior, ,Kxj. Januar. 1592. 

CAMix sm-. L 
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No. XLIIL 
ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

2dilD MAY 1592. UYPER 1IS5. ELIZ* NO, 3i. OlLia, 

Credentials for Robert Bmces retHrnitig to Scofhnd as Oie queens 
rcmdent ambassador. 

Tills letter hoA reference to letter XXXIX. Bowes iLppean to have been aibiicitit about 

Kiillit liigfi right excellent and right iiiightic prince, our deai^est 
brother and coii^in, in our harticst manner we commend us unto you* 
Wliere we were contented, certain monthes paste, to license our ser- 
vant Robert Bowes, then our amhassadour resident with joUj to 
come tu I lis conn try e for ex pe<U tinge of certaine his priuate affaires 
which could nut Ire conueniently ordered hut by liis own presence ; 
and that, uppon signification thereof made to you by our letters, you 
were well eontenteil thcrewitli. Since wliose connnin«:o from thence 
\re understand of maii> accidentes there liappeiied to the troubling of 
your estate, and if wisdomc and princely authority be not by you 
used to prevent tierilles appearing, we have cause to doubt of greater 
danger to foUowe. Therefore, hauiug care for your estate to con- 
tinew as peaceable as our owiie 1% by Gods goodnes, and being 
desirous from tynie to t>Tne to lieare of your db'cct proceadinges in 
overniling yom* disobe<lient subiectofi, who are bi»Idened, as we are 
well assured, by the faction and practises of such as are knowTie 
swome |:wipists, both abroad and at home, and professed enemyes to 
tlie amity e Tietwixt vs imd you and our coimtries, we doe therefore 
return our said seruant to reside with you as our arabjvssadi.nir as 
heretofore he hath been, so as all former intelligences may continew 
beti^xxt you and us by his seruice there with you, both hoping and 
wishing, that now, in the intended parlement, which you, as we 
heare, have summoned, your nobillity and people that are most 
denoted to yom* estate and to your honnour and person may f^nde 
couiiti-nanre jitkI snpportation, against others that sIiiiMm^ found fct 
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couteinne your autlioritye, and to \pxe vnruly, against God aiid your- 
selfe and to the diminution of your royall and princely estate and re- 
putation ; whereof we shall fedse most singular comfort, as knoweth 
tlie Almighty God ; who holde you in his jirotection. Gyuen under 
our signet, at our manor of Grcncwieb, die xxiij*^ of May in the 
xxxiiij*^ yeare of our raign, 1592. 

Your most lovinge sistar and cousin, 
[Addreascilj] Elizabkii£ R. 

To the right high right mighty 
and right excellent [>rince, uur 
dearest brother and cousen, the 
king of Scotlande, 

K. Scotland 1592, presented be Mr, Bowes, 5 Junij. 



Na XLIV. 

ELrZAlJETO TO JAMKS. 

ItTIt URKilllKA, 15\»2. COrY 1?( tU0MI*9O?( HS, K. 88. 

The ipi€en vthemmUy uryes Jatm^ to imnhsh Hioae wtio dwturb him 
with tfteir reiterated traltormis attempts — expresses her astmiwhrmnt 
that he should siAmit to l^e ** a elerk to such kssons/^ atid stromjlif 
adciMs him fiever to jmnhjn his fuciums rvhetn* 

The date given to tliu letter iv w\A&\ in Ui« ni&rgiu of our MS. It i« not very cleiir 
thai H m rrglil^ fuf ibc letter i» one wljjch tnigbt li*ve Iweii written 41 various jwriod* of 
jBdes'i reign. Dtn-ing wjteml month* of the yow 15t>2 the wjvereign of Scolbnd wm 
ilter&kl; driven ttam j^lwc to pliwji? Iiy tl»p perse veriiig, Aictiouo Both well; iinJ, if the dale 
«Btfii«d to thi* lott<>F he conwt, it u to that lUte of thingi tli^t tlic tndignunt «|U(?(?n »1- 
IttUm, Wbini«vi»^r written, the letter U mott ehomctcniticftJly EUmli«itiA». 

The deare caiv, my deanj brother, that ever I curried, from youi- 
infancye, of your pros|MTrm,s estate and fpiiet, coidd not [K'niiite here 
of rt(* uianyt% yea so traiterous, attcniptes, witliout mispeiikeahte do- 
lour and uncxi»reHSi^ifuU woe, <»f which to bo [by] your owne mesaeu- 
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ger assertened, breeds my infinite thankes, with many a grateful! 
tht*uglite for so kynde a part. Too redouble crjines so oft, I say 
witli your pardone, most to your charge, wich never diwst have bene 
renewed if the first had receaved tlie coudlgne rcwiii'de ; for slacl-dng 
of due correction engenders the bijlde in^>Tids tor newe crjTnos. And 
if my counseits had ids well bene foUowed as they were truely meant, 
your subjects had nowe better knoweii their king, and you no more 
neede of further justice-. You finde by sowre experience what this 
neglect Imth liredd yon. 

I heare of so uncouth a way taken by some of yom- conventions, 
yea agreed to by your selfe, that I must [wonder] howe you will be 
elai'ke to suche lessons. Must a king he prescxibetl what counsayl- 
oui-s lie shall t;ike, as if you were there ward? Shall you be obU^*d 
to tye or undoe what they lyst make or revoke ? O Lord, what 
strange dreames liere I, tliat wouhl God they were so, for then at 
my wacking I should find them fables. If you nieajie, therefore, to 
raigne, 1 exhorte you to shewe you worthy the please, wich never 
can be surely setled without a steadye course held to make you 
loved and feared. I assm*e myself many have eseafied your hands 
more for dreade of youi* reniissnes than for love of the escaped ; so 
oi'te they see you cherisJiing some men lor open crymes, and so tliey 
mistrust more their revenge tlian your ajssuraiiee. My affection (or 
your best lies on this, my plamesse ; whose patience is to much 
moved witli these lyke everlasting faults. 

And since it so lykes you to demande my counsalle, I finde m 
many ways your state so nnja}^lted, that it needs a skilfuUer bone- 
setter than I to jojTie each part in his right place. But to ftilfiU 
your will, take, in shorte, tlieise few words: For all whoso you 
knowe tlie assay lers of yom* courts, tlie shamefidJ attempters of your 
sacred decree, if cv6r you pardon, I will never be tlie suter. Who 
to \\Qv\l a king were inventores or actors, they should crake a halter 
if I were king» Such is my eharitie. Who under pretence of bet- 
tering your estate, endangei-s the kiiig^ or needs wil be his schoole- 
mastcrs, if 1 might appoint their universitie they should be assigned 
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to leame first to obay ; so should they better tciich you next* I 
am not so tuiskylfiili of a kinglye rule tliat I would wynke at noe 
faulte, jet would be opcn-cyod at publyko indignitie. Nether 
should all have tliL* wluppu tliough scjnie were scoui'ged. But if, 
lyke a toy, of a kingeB Uefe so oft indaugered nought shall followe 
but a ficorne, what sequele I may doubtc of such contempt I dread 
to thinke and dare not nauie. The rest I bequeath to the trust of 
your faithfull survant, and pray the Almighty God to inspire you in 
time, afbre to late^ to cut their combes whose crest may danger 
you, I am void of malice, God is judge. I knowc tlieiu not For- 
give this to to long a writing. 



No, XLV. 

KLIZABKTH TO JAMES. 

20TU KOfKkltlKR 15W2. COFY IN tIJOHI'SON H». K iJl. 

The queen rejoices that the king has not been di'ceived by offers vmde by 
the lioman catholic earls — the injuty Spain has received from 
attempting the qtieetCs guiltless wrack — those who have designed to sell 
their covvtiy HhouU never be truetal — one of the confedetxites has 
offered to make a disclmure of tfieir names and hm& the king might 
entrap them — what teouUl James have the queen do ? 

The date given to this letter Li naeigned to it in the Thoinpaoa MS. The genetvJ 
oinrnmstancoi to which it rebtes are ftufficientty ohvbua. Huntly &rul hu rrienda, driven 
frain court hy lUo universal indignation excited bj their bruld murder of tlie bonny car] 
of Murruy, luid bvcu ftriTiDg to make terms with Jamea. Tiie original of tlila letter ia ia 
the fMMeaion of Sir George Warrender, (Tytler's Scotland, ix. 423.) It waa delivei^ 
to jMOm hy Bowi^un the 4th December 1592. 

My deai'e bi-othcr, If the misfortune of tlie mcssengeri had not 
protracted to long Uie rt*ceipt of ujy letti*i*s, I had sooner i-cccaved the 
knowIe<l^e of such mutter as would have had my sooner amisweare to 
causes of suche hniHirtance; but, at length, though Kmg first, I jx^r- 
cxmv€ howe, to the privy snares of your seeuung frienda, yon have sio 
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wardy cast youre eyes, as that your myud Lathe not bene trap(H*J 
vnt]\ ihi! false shewes of such a kindnesse, but have wl41 rejiiembred 
that proved cares and assured kjvc ought of meerc justice tike the 
upper hand of begiling deceipts and colJoured treasons. You forgett 
not, I porceave, howe you should have served once for pray to enter 
the bauds of forreners rule, even by the iutLsemeut of him that otfers 
you that he cannot gett, wich if he should, [would] serve his trophe, 
not yours, whose laud he seeks but to thrall bo the. 

It gladds me uiuche that you have more larger sight tlian tliey 
supposed that would have Ipued you so. And, for my part, I ren- 
der my many tlianks to yourselfe ft>r your self, as slie that scornes 
his niidice, and envies not his intent My enemye bathe never done 
himselfe more skai^e then to will my guiltless wrack, \^ ho ei-e now, 
himself knowes, hatbe preserved hym bis countryes who since hath 
sought m\iie. Such was his reward I God ever sliield you from so 
crcM>ked a will as to hazard yom* owne in hojie of gaiuhige anothers. 
You knowe right well there is a way to gett tliat doth preced tlie 
attempt. When he hath wonne the entry, you sliall have least part 
of the victory, who seeks to make, as oft hatlj been, 3^our subjects 
theirs. Suppose, I beseach you, how easely he will present you tlie 
best, and kee|i the worst for liimselK This matter is so plaiae it 
needes small advice. Preserve youi"self in such state as you have. 
For others, beguile not yourselfe, that injm*iously you may gett 
There is more to doe in that, then wiles and \^isbes, Lookc about 
with fixed eyes, and sure suehe to you as seicke not more yours then 
you. Avance not suehe as liang their hopes on other strings than 
you may tune. Them that gold can corrupt, tliink not yoiy guiftes 
can assure. Who once liave made sliippwrack of their contrie 
let them not iujoy it. Weedo out the weeds le^it tlie best corne 
fester. Never arme with j>ower suche whose bettemes must follow 
after you, nor ti'ust to their trust that mider any cullour will thi-all 
their owne soylo, 

I may not, nor will I, conceale overtiu-es tliat of lute have amply 
Inine made me, how you may [jlaynely knowe all the combjTiers 
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against your state, and liow you may intrapp tlierii, aiid so assure 
your kingdome but to you, not ijermitting it a sport to strangers 
cortesye. One or more of tlieir own coinpanie is Uns actor, and 
therefore knows it best, in wiche he ^tiuuleth to your honor. 
Whither, if tins be so, he deserve snertie of lyef^ not of land nor 
lyvelyhood, but suche as may preserve breath, to sjjend wlien best 
shall please you. My aunsweare was, when I see the way ho we, I 
will impart it to whome it most appertaines. Now hethinke, my 
dcare brother, what ftn*ther you will have me do. in the meane 
wliile, beware to give the raygnes into the hands of any, lest it be 
to late to revoke such actions done. Let no one of the Spanishe 
faction in your absence, yea when you [are] necr present, receave 
strengthe or countenance. You knowe, but for you» all of them be 
alyke to me, for my particular, yet I may nut denye but I abhorre 
such as sett their contry to sale. And thus, committing you to 
Gods tuition, I shall remain the faithfidl holder of my vowed amytie 
without spott or wrinkle. 

Your affcetionat sister, 

Elizabeth R 



No. XLVL 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 
ISni rsiimtSARY 1592-S. rtdkb Mas. buz. mo. 38. onin. 

Letter of credence for the lord Borough sent on special embassy to the 

king of Scots, 

The penoo to wIicmc tniiaioa tJie foUoivitig letter FeUtee wm Tliomas lord Borough, uhti 
WAS na^rwiirtb wccQiAively governor of tho Brill and lieutonatit of IreUnd. It wm 
ikif* otujoet uf bb emtMi^ to Sootknd to give an annwiT io J^ine* respecting lord Bothwell, 
whom th(} Beoltliti •Ofsr^ifii ftoomed Elixabeth of harbouring in England, and to invito tho 
king againai the Spanish conspimUirs. Janic« wod outwortllj punuing thmn with groAt 
•everity; but it wm univenollj helieve<l \X\aX it wu hii real intention ta momh than from 
iidequAtc puniihmonL 
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Right high right excellent and mighty prince, our deerest brother 
and cousin; Whereas we haue at this present sent unto you in 
speciall ambassade this noble man, our right trusty and right welbe- 
louid the lord Burgh, with charge of certain matteres to be delt in 
and communicated unto you from us, we earnestly pray you, that, as 
the same be of no small importance, and conceme the weale of both us 
and our realmes, so you will accordingly consider of them as pro- 
ceeding from a princesse who having alwayes heertofore tendred your 
state, and bene desyrous of all good and prosperous succes in your 
affaires and gouuemement, doth still retayne the same emest affec- 
tion and care towardes you ; and so we doubte not but in your owne 
good jugement you rest perswaded. Prayeng you, that in such 
thinges as the said lord Burgh shall imparte unto you in our name, 
you will give him full credit Thus, we beseech Allmighty God, 
right high right excellent and mighty prince, our deerest cousin and 
brother, to assist and protecte you with his holy fauour in all your 
good actiones. Written at Westminster the tweluith of February 
1592. 

Your most affectionate sistar and cousin, 

Elizabeth R, 
\_Addre88edy'] 
To the right high right 

excellent and mighty prince, 

our good brother and cousin, 

the king of Scotland. 

[^Tndorsedy'] 
Deliuered by the lord Borrough the xvj. of Marche 1593. 
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Na XLVIL 

ELI^SAUETH TO JAMES. 
vrRnreN tN mat 1593, rtdkr usa, eliz. no. 14. ORia. 4im>0RAPB. 
T/te tpieen retunis a milliim of tluuik^ to James for his anmvei' sent to 
that ttieked traitor Westmerland — iihe hearts tJiai sonu nolfleman lias 
been accused of a demgrt against Jameses life, and entreats him not to 
mah small regard of such a crime, 

Charle* Nerillo, the sixth and Uut Neville earl of Westmerland, to vrhom the followiug 
k'tter relniea, dragged out a miiienible life a« an exile for 30 years alter the discomfiture of 
hb rebellion in 1569. He several timra oude&Toured to procure Jaine» to interest hiuuelf 
witli Elizabeth on his l>ehalf, but it wtw no part of hor cliaract^r to overlook such ofTencea 
M hi». The latter purl of the letter probably relates to the incident mentioned in the fol- 
ion^ing pueage in Colderwood'^ History of the Kirk of Scotland, v. 250, Wodrovir editton : 
** Upon Wedniaday, the second of May, Clunie Cnebtoun was apprehended, and sharply 
ejumuoed before the king and counaeill, for intentiuun to have taken the king by tho horse 
brydle, «nd to convoy htm to Both well/* 

No saniple bettar triar of trnthts niy deare beloued brother, thaii 
wbaii dides tlothe give a right seciiiel to wcmles prccedant, tlie reimrt 
of wir.he profe sins your actions make me, iveri in the last just 
handeling of that wicked traitor Westinerland, whom many benefitz 
of lilc and lajido, besides all othc^r kind and loumge traictnieiitz, 
could neuer let but he wold uides make his name the first traitor that 
euer my raigne liad ; to whom, nether cause, nor iniury, nor pouerty, 
nor il vsage^ gaue euer sbadowe of mene to moue suche a thoght, but 
wer hit not that he liuetli by my meanes (whom many wold, lor the 
horror of his fact, or now haue dispached), secnrm propter contemptum, 
els hit had not bine j>oss!ble for hinx to haue liued to this how re; but 
I dout not but your answer to his treasonable lettar wyl make hhu, 
and auche hke, knowe that you not only hate the treason, but do owe 
as nmche to the traitor ; and, I assure you, 1 wil neuer suffer that 
this fact of yours shjJ retounie void, but w\l euer recompence you 
witlie Uie like, with n»y uiillion of tbimkes for suche kinglike ptut. 
And, now, I heare that some nobleman hath bine accused c>f so 
CAMD* soc, M 
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horrible a crime as my hart rues to remember. For Godz loue, look 
throw no spectacles to your owne safety. Your yees be younge, you 
iiideth not haue a clere sight in your so nye a cause, and let your 
counseil see that you wyl not easely be begiled in making to smal 
regard of that wiche toucheth life — ^yea, of a king 1 For overgreat 
audacitie wyl brede, to a mynde that may be sone perswaded that all 
is wel, to do the boldlar a wicked act Hard is the skul that may 
serue in place of suche a danger, nay hit may bride hit to neglect 
hit You haue had many treasons wiche to tendarly you haue 
wrapt vp. I pray God the cindars of suche a fire bride not one day 
your mine. God is witnes I malice none, but for your seurty is 
only the care of my writing. I desiar no blonde, but God saue 
yours. Only this my long experience teacheth me ; whan a king 
neglectes himself, who wyl make them enemis for him? Let this 
serve you for a caveaL You wil beare with the fault that affection 
commiteth, and use the profit to your best good. For wiche I wyl 
euer pray to God, who long defend you firom al treachery. 

Your most assured loving sistar and cousin, 

Elizabeth R. 

While Bodewel is in this case, give ordar, I beseche you, that the 
ordars so wel begone may be perfourmed, and so continued, and that no 
man haue rule ther that taketh not to hart the quiet of bothe realmes. 
\_Addre88edy'] 
To my deare brother the 
king of Skotz. 
[Indorsedy^ 
Delyuered be Roger Aston xiiij. May 1593. 
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No. XL VI J L 

EUZABETH TO JAMES. 

WRTTTEK in 4VLr 1593. COFT Ut TflOHnON US. P< 93. 

The queen^ having discussed the condition of Scotlofid mith James's 

atfJ}asmdor^ the bearer of this letter^ has sent her advice fulhj by him 
— an ej;ample miist be made to insure the safety of Uu: better part — 
Bofhwell shall receive what he deserties — t/ie queen has setit a small 
sum of money by tlie bearer* 

"On like 7th of June/' sayii CiUderwood (voj. v. p. 252), "air Robert Mclvill went in 
•mbuMge to the queen of England, with ao answer in wdtt to the U^t amli&ssador'B 
Aftieleif and tu rt»t<tjttve tbo king'^ annuitie; to crave BotliweU to be ddivercd^ and aide 
to penue the rebeUfl/^ that u, the Roman catboUc eftrU. Tlie foUowing ai»wer waa sent 
hy Elijsaheth to James on sir Robert Melviira rfturn. 

My deere brother. That my many preventions and your often 
wamynge have not served so farr fourth your towmo iis my care 
and your neede would have requyred, I cannot but regrcat, and you 
may make a patrone wherbj' such niiscliieves miiy hereafter be croste 
afore tliey creai)e to ripenes, for at tlie furst they are sooner shonned 
tlian at\er cured. 

1 yelde you many thanks for the dy verse jmrts of natundi k}Tid- 
nes til at by this gentleman I liave umlerst-oode, and dare assure you, 
that no parte thereof shall fall to the ground without his just acc^ui- 
tail At large I have discoursed for your estate, and have thereof 
adjoyned my advice and counsull, ever the ver}' like as yf mjiie 
owen c«se that touchedj without midice, voide of deceite, and clere 
from any faction, but oidy adheringe to your safetie, which being 
preserved, I have obtained the sco^kj of my designes* A long roted 
mahidy, falling to many relapses, argues, by reason, that the body is 
8o corrupt tliat yt may be patched but never soujid. When great 
infections light on many yt almost iK)isoneth the whole conntrey. 
Y^t were better, tlieifore, that the greater parte were kept soUde 
though some infected peri&h. Preserve the better part, and let ax- 
ample fear the follower. The paraphrase of this text yt may please 
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jow lieTO this geDtlonmn to make, and after heaiiiigy if this lecture 

please, vow could Whold as in a gla:iS the inside of my inward harte 
unto jou, and there yow should view no hate to any, no blocxly de- 
syre, no revenjieful m^-nd, but all fraught witii thought how safely 
to pre^rve yow from domestick and foraine guiles ; and should per- 
ceive no drifte for others raignes or rule but yours alone, to whom 1 
wish all yours so bound as tor no amio'tion they danger or p>erturl»e 
you, nor for private mahce or singular affection they bend to banrl 
for Scotknds i)aine. l^et no man raunnurre at your iavoura em- 
ployed as best you like. Your servants, let them voide first that so 
pUice away their duties. They should dislodge that so would rulew 
Yf a king will endure, he shall have indignities enough, but rarely 
will tliey venture tlier losse yf they h(K>iK?d not to boldly. Tou see 
how faiT the trust you repose in me hath ti'ansported me, and made 
me over lavish in bablinge my conceils. I hope the cover of good 
will will quite me of ouUrecukiance. 

As for Bodwell, I besech yow way well what this bearer can 
justly tell yow of me herein. I sujipose h!s owne conscience will 
never accuse me of any over gi'eate partiality that way. He hath seen 
to much to beleve yt Yf my mynde have, more for their particular 
tluui my charge, forgotten what tliey shouhl, they shall receave 
what they deserve, but yeld yow me my right, or els you should 
-wronge your self to iniure me. 

The small token you shall receave from me I desire j-t may serve 
to make you remember the tyme and my many weighty affaires, 
vrivh makes yt les tlian else I would, and I dowt nothing but when 
you hcare all, yow will beare with this* And thus havinge to long© 
molested your eyes with my scrattinge, I bequeath yow to tlie safe 
protection of" the Almighty, who longt* and many yeres graunt you 
to live, with my best loving recommendations. 
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Nu. XLIX 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

WmiTTKIf fK iirotrST on gEPtRHHSR 15&3. BfDER USS. ELIZ. MO. 15. ORJa. AOTOGIUHI. 

The giie^n e,rpre$ie9 her amazetnent at Jmnes's betmj reconciled to a 
person whom he had professed that his heart abhorred — he should 
ntah hin aabjecU know his power ^ and not allow iliem to ieil him wJmt 
he ought^ nor dare to presume upon what they may* 

Thtj) lottcT rofer» to one of those ludden cotipt dUtai by which the govemroent of Scotl&tid 
*o frequently ctiangt^d haQileii. Janie^ was not only unwilling to puniah the Ram&n otttho- 
tic eorld, he was clearly frieuilly to thorn &n\l tlieir partyt in spite of their obvious treason. 
This &et wm so extraordinary^ that the pooplo could only account for it by supposing that 
the king had some secret intention to proclaim himself a convert to Roman eatliolieism. 
The mere suspicion of such a thing gnvc power to BoChwellf who, with all his faults^ was a 
proiestant, and therefore popular. A!»i»ted by his friend* at court, llolhwell was oniibled 
on the 24th July, 151)3, to enter the palace unperccnved^ and make himself master of the 
rojaJ person. Whilst in the power of llie Bothwell party» James promised many things 
which be never droamt of performing. These were the promises at which Elizabeth in the 
following letter professes her amaxemeut. 

My deare brotlier, I doute so muche that 1 wot not wither I dreame, 
slombar, or heare amis, whan newcs was bron;ht that the wer in your 
bosome whom I liane biird Irom yoiii*selfe your hart abon*ed, I 
thought [it] so strange, that I did ftUi>|>ose the lenf^hs of miles l>etwixts 
V8 might make way to untrii leasings inough, and skars eoidd afourtl 
my K'iife the graunt to trust Idt But, after a few thiys^, iK^rcenuing 
that suche hlastz wer verefied by your hand-writ, mtli aji addition of 
tlie fact [lardoned, and al attoned : limn, what I thoght I leaue you to 
ges, after the rule that my ever cai'e for your best deserues other ac- 
citlentz in sequele. \\' hat the wer, and huw I could allowe, I refer 
to your iugement, according [to] the mesure of tni kingly ordar ; 
but this, in somine, take at my hand, iis great^^st pawne of my sincerite^ 
If you wyl, thogh you haue not, or had^ as you did nol^ kingly imd 
resolutly, make your tmaound subiectz knowe your power, and not 
to oversHj) suehe as by strangers hclpe may danger you and yours, 
nether shidd your subiectz nwie tel you what you aught, nor the 
dare to muche pratume of whut the may. I have flehited to my em- 
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baiBftdor sufBciently this, with more, to whom I pray you giue firme 
credit, as to myselfe. The long profe that his f'aithe hathe made you, 
may cause you trust Iiim, without ajiy addition. And wyl comit 
you to Godz tuition, who saue you euer frouj sefiniiiig true. 

Your most affectionat sistar and cousin, 

Elizabeth K. 

To our good brother the king of Scotts. 

[fmhrsed,] 
Deliuered at SterveHng be ]Mr. Bowes, 
19*^* September 1593* 



No. L. 

JAMES TO ELIZABKTIL 
19th skpt. 1593. copt kh ruouvmn us. p. 17. 

Tfutukafor kitid treatrfient of ambassador^ for putfntent of annuity^ for 
offer of ifhips to repress rebels in the westi'm hUs^ and for promise 
never to hurt Jaifiesi's title — explanation of James s eotuliu^t tmcards 
tJie Roman catfiolic earls — of the escape of two of the. prisoner from 
CNstocl}/ — of t/iC treatment of BoiJiwell — of a projK>6ed ofjreeinent 
between htm and Huntly — and of the king's clioice of councillors^ 

The fuHowing letter waa written tti reply to the last eomtuuiuo&tioTt of Eltiuihetli, and 
btiATB date an the fOV7 daj when that tut eommunicatioii readied J ameers hiknd. It cmi* 
taina a plain ataiement of what James wiahod to bo believed respecting his podtian, and of 
the ctrcuautaocea upon which he himself relied^ in defence of his conduct both towards 
the Human catholic party and towardi BothwelK It ii one of the clearest and leaat pedan- 
tic of tliu Ituown letten of the Sootttah sovefeigii, atid will be found to be of great htatorioal 
value oa illuBtrating the important eventa which agitated Seolhuid during tha eveiUAil 
yoari 1592 and 1593, 

Madame and dearest siater. It uas uo negligeiit imdiankefulnes 
tliat maid me, euer since my lait ambasaadourm retunie, keip stlpiice 
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towardis you fjuliill nou, but only because that never nuliitl nou, I 
collide, both with honour and suirtie, advertishe yon of the treuth 
of my estait smce tlie falling out of tliis lait accident heir. I cannot 
cneuch thanke you of yoiu*e so kyudlie accepting of my late anibas^ 
sadoure, and for the loving iind friendlie dispatche ye gaue hitn, 
especiallio for tliat prive and most faniiliare dealing ye hadd with 
him, euen witliout tlie prinitie of any of your owin counsall, but, 
most of all, for yonr honorable promeis neuer to hui*t my title not- 
witlisUxntUng of tlie mahi assaulties geuin yon thairin, I also thanke 
yon for that ayde ye haue sent nie of the annuitie, qubairin I con- 
sider the great charges ye ai'e presentlie at, and donbtis not but 
quhen it shall please Godd to lessen thame, ye will be myndfull of 
your promeis in that matter. I am also obleist unto you for your 
promeis to assiste me with tno schipps, quhensoeuer I shall take 
occasion to prosecute tlie rebellis of the yles, quho are also assistains 
of your rebellis in Yreland, 

Nou, madame, as to the estaite of my eftaires heir, I resaauid late- 
lie a letter of yonris, togither with sum doubtis deliuerid by your 
ambassadonrej quliairiii ye desyre to be fullie satisfeid, quhairujit^, 
for escheuing of tedious long summes, I ansoure snmmariUie, and 
to the substance, thoch not [>omt by point as it is proponid- Andj 
firstj conceniitig the papist rebellis. According to my promeis made 
to die lorde Burghe^ I wiis fulley resolued to haue prtx^edit to thairo 
forfaltoure at the last parliament, if tuo lettis hadd not interueind ; 
the one^ that, taking the aduocatis oathe, quhither he thoclit ue hadd 
sufficient lau for us, or not, to proceid against thame, ue foimd 
plainlie oure lau uolde not |w?rinitt it, f|uhairin if onre aduocate* 
hadd bene a flatteralr^ he hatl l>etrayed tlie cause, if that maitter, 
being putt to jugement, had gone against us, as suirlie it nolde haue 
done ; the other was, the sayde rebellis hadd so trauelled by inLlirect 
meajies with oaerle nobleman^ as, quhen I felt tliair myndis, first 



♦ ** Mr. Dnviil Makgill, Ihe king** swlvocate, & man nf extmofdtnAry tAl«nt.'* 
ScotUnd, tx, 100.) 
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iipairt aiid then being conueind together, thay plainhe, and all in one 
uoyce, refusid to yeild to any Ibrfaltoure, quliaini[X)n I nas forcit to 
contmue that maittcr to the next parliament, and thay to reniane re- 
hixit in the nioiuie tvTiie, otheruayos thair sunnnoundes behouit to 
haue deserted. And, althoch tliair reJaxation gaue tuU libertie to 
cnierie man to intercommun and ressett thainie, yett tliay neuer 
kythit thamselfis publictlie in any place, quhill this lait accident of 
Bothuellis surprysing of my person, and now of kit thay incessantUe 
make petitions nnto me, not only oflfering bnt craning a trayall. pro- 
meising faithfiillie, hunibhe to confess quhateuer tluiy haue comitted, 
but denying the cheif point, quhiche they remitt to tryell^ and ofler- 
ing to giue qnhat snirtie I piejise to deuyse, for goode ordonre in 
tymes cnnim^aig, not only for this cuntrie but lykeuayes concerning 
your part, and the qidiole yle. As for me, I haue euer yett refuisde 
to heare of thame, quhill tirs^t ye uaire niaid acquainted thsiiruith, not 
onlie l>eeause that maitter concernis yon ak well as me, but idso be- 
cause of your secreate and freindlie message with sir Robert,* tliat if 
1 coidde not finde the meanis pi-esentlic hou to pursue thainie with 
rigoure, ye w^olde then, for the resjxx't ye liadd to my uell and saue- 
tie, deaie and giue yom-e aduyce, quhat conditions of surctie micht be 
takin of thainie thairfor. Madame, since I cast still a deafe eare to 
all thalre others quhill I heare youre ansoiire, I pray you hasten it 
ab spedihe touardis me as goodUe ye may, and make me obleist in 
gluing me that aduyce quliiche ye haue obleist me in making S4i 
k i n dl i e ane o ffer of al 1 readd I e^ 

And as to maister George Herris escaype, or Aiigusia ather, if 
thay hadd bene in the toure of London, and hadd als false knaves Ur 
tliair keiparis, (c[uhoni thay bribhit and maid to flee witli thaime,) 
thay hadd play id the 1} ke, for since that t\ine souir experience hatli 
taucbt to my self that tlie thickness of no wallis can hold out treason. 

And as for Bothuellis cimiming about me, I cannot suirlie uonder 
eneuch tliat ye^ being so wyse a prince^ and of so great intelligence. 



* Sir RotMtrt Mel rill, the umbMBulor before alluded to. 
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should have bene so eiiill and uncertiiinlie aflnertishit thairof,^ for, ns 
Bothuellis first in-ciinimiiig uas uiolont and alltogt'thcT without my 
preuitie or consent, so was Ms behauinui' thairefter iiiolent and irre- 
uerent, not respecting nor remendirin^ in the end qidiat he pronieisid 
at the beghnnnit, gjurdlng me as I hadd bene his laufnll prixsoner, 
and aprehending dyuers of my most speciall domestike seruantb, 
quhose ciistodie he coinittid to the |!^eatest of tlie bordure theuis, 
qoliill at last I was forcit, not onlie for my ouin safetie, but also for the 
safetie of my qnhole cuntrey in me, for tlie quhich I ame borne more 
then for my self, to graimt him almost quhateuer he required* And 
now of lait-e, since I came out of his handis, after eouueining of my 
estaitifl, althocli I coulde not by any law or reason be obleist to ob- 
serve tliat (juhieh at so unlaiichfiill a tyme I had promeised, yett, 
partlie for that I uokle not Ineiirr tlie shlander of the breaking of, it 
wairo, but the shaddou of a promeis, and pairtlie at the humble suite 
of the saidis estaitis for quyeting of the cmitrev, that thair-throuch 
justice micht be aqimllie miniisti^at hear after uptm all other enormi- 
ties, I uas content to graunt him in substance, thoche in a more 
honorable forme, tliat quhiehe of lait he hadd unlauchfully [mrchest 
of me. These uairc the causes, madame, of my paixlonmg liim, 
and not any chfiiige of my opinion touardis him, quhom indeid, in 
most tkingis, I persaue to be the same man he uont to be. If he 
behaue himself well hearafter, the better will it be for him ; if other- 
wayes, ye and all tlie cristen princes in the world shall be uitnessis 
of my |>airt* 

And qulialras ye uas informed that he and his complices hadd 
crauid of me the prosequting of the papistic, alledging that for ane 
excuse of thaire imierend behaiiioure. Upon my honoure, it wm 
neither intendit nor alledgit ; nor no other cause, but the bair seeking 
of his own reloif and securitio. And by the contrarie, all his com- 
plice baue, euer &eii his incumming, delt with me for agreing him 
and Ihmtlie, with promeis of conformitie on Bothuelhs pairt, and 
Coluill has iitterid liimself to be the doare of it unto me, and uitliin 
foiu*e days before the wryting of this, Bothuell sent dirertlie to 
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HiiBtlie to craue speaking of him qujetlie, Quhatt I oritt in 
tlib I mitt not upon ref*c>rtis but upon certaintie^ and aa I ame 
honest 

And as for the choice of my coimcellouris, I intended to make no 
other choice but of those same qnhose names I sent to you, for I 
trust ye shall uith tynie knou I have not bene chaingabill to my 
seruaunts^ suppose so many of them Iiaue chaingid ufHm me. And 
tlms, thanking you hairtelie for the honorable disallomng of the dis- 
turbairs of my estait, and for youre motherlie caire m all my 
adocsj I committ yoii^ madame and dearest sister, to Goddis most 
holy protection. From my pallis of Falklande, the xix. of Sep- 
tember, 1593. 

Your most loying and affectionat brother and cousIn> 

•TaM£S R, 



No. LI. 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES, 

WJLITTEH EAKLT III OCTOBER 1593. ETPXS M8»* ELIZ. NO. 10. ORIO. AtTTOOlUPH. 

Astonishment at the variahleness of Janrns conduct^ and tfiat he should 
be ffmded in the treatment of tJte catJutlic earls hj one lewd advooaJte — 
strenuous arguments to induce him to proceed with severity against 
them — counsel also respecting the treatment of Sothwell atid Jameses 
general conduct^ especially in reference to offers of foreign aid^ 

This letter b Elizabeth's reply to Jftiues^ letter of the 19th September. Her comnienU 
tipon the adTicc of the odvocato seem founded upon the timt&keii auppoiition that he ww a 
hired pleader for the Rocoan oatliolic oarls; but even the mutake ia valuable, ju calh'ng forth 
(ho ejtpreBnon of an indignation very characterifltle of the writer. In tlie after port of the leil- 
ler, her majesty, in her roughs Tigoroos way, completely itripa Jamei of the plaoaible defence 
which he had put forth for his treachetmn leniency to the flnemiea of proteatantkm. 

My deare brotlier. If the variablenis of Skottis affayres had not 
invred me with to olde a custom, I shidd neuer leue wondring at 
suche strange and vncou^ht Jictions, but I haue so oft with careful 
yees feresine the iTel-conmiing harmes, and with my watche for-met 
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^^-ith chilest attemptz, and see them ether not belived or nut recb-est, 
that I wex faint \Tidiir siichc hnrdain, and vrcry of fmictles labour. 
One ivliiie, I receue a \^TTght* of obliuion and forgiuenes, than a revo- 
cation, with new additions of latelar consideration ; sometimes, some 
you cal traitors with proclame, and anone, ther must be no profe al- 
lowed, thogb neuer so apparent, against them. Yea, if one lewd ad- 
nocat, perchance liired for the nonest, dar pronounce a sentence for 
them, thogh one of like state denje tlie same, his word must not take 
place. Hit seines a paradoxe to me, that, if of two plaidars one be 
for the king, the equal number shal not seme for a king. I muse 
how any so lewd a man hatlie bine chosen for suche a place, as durst 
come in open vew to pleade against his mastar. Ther office is, as to 
do right so do the soueraine no wronge. If he had douted, as no 
honest man could, he ouglit bine absent ratlier than ther to play so 
vnfitting a part, thogh secretly he had told hit you. He is happy he 
is no Englis man. You sliuld haue hai^d other newes of him than. 

Old Meluin,t i i>erceaue, hathc told you a pece of a tale and left out 
the principal. M j wordes wcr thes : ** I heare say the offending lordz 
hopes by ther frindz to skape ther paine ; I sup|K)se your king to wise 
to be so unmindiii] of liis peril to suifar Tnprosecuted suche as wold 
tral ther country to strangers curtesy, hauing knowen hit so plain 
and so lon^ for this is not ther first oftence. But if his powre 
scrued not to apprehend, yet to condempne I douted not, for if euer 
he wold pardon them, %viche I could hardly connseii, yet I could not 
thinke without some obligation to some other prince, that, for ther re- 
quest, he wold do hit.'* 

Now to this great cause that toucheth us bothe so muche. First, 
ocmsidar of what profession the be ; next, to whom the haue made 
vowe for religion, the wiche I call clmstian trejison, under whatcloke 
80 neuer, I haue oft told you I was neuer horslechc for blonde, but 
rather than your ouer-trust shuld j^eriJ the ciiHlitor, I wold wisohe 
them ther worst desart. Than how to credit that so oft hathe de- 
ceuod ? My braines be to shalow to fadom that botrjmo* How hardly 
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remedies be aplied to helj>e inveteratid maladies ! I hane small skil 
of siiehe snrgery. In fine, I see netlier jugement, counseil, nor sure 
aftection in m betrayinge advh as to giue your selfe suehe a lasche 
tliat tbe shal be bothe viicondemned imd sailed. What tbanke may 
the gine your marcy whan no crime is tried? What bond shal tye 
ther profert loyalty if no prei^edent oftencis past be acknoweleged by 
confession ? Shal the leue to adliere to that party >viche the neuer 
made ? Or what othe shal be sure to suche as ther profession skai's 
thinkes lawfiil for a trust ? I vowe to tlie lininge Lord, that no ma- 
lice to any, nor turbulent spirit, but your tru scurty and reidmes 
fredom, infbrsctb my so plain discours, ^viche cannot omit tliat ther 
be left so great a blot to yoiu* honor as the receuing tliem uncon- 
demned to your gi*ace. 

And for Bodwel, Jesus ! did euer any muse more than I, that you 
could so quietly put up so temorous, indigue, a fact, and yet by your 
hand receving assurance that all was pivrdooed arid finisched* I refer 
me to my o\n\e lettar what dome I gauc therot And now to heai'e 
al reuoked, and ether skanted or denied, and tlic wheele to tiinie to 
as il a spouke. I can say, bad is the best, but yet of iuelz tJie lest is 
[to] be taken. And if I wer in your place, I wold, or he depaited, 
make liim ti*y liimself no sut^r for ther fauor whos persons let him 
persecute, so shal you best knowe him, for ther be liars if depely tJie 
have not sought him or now. 

But that I way most is the smal regard that your sure party may 
make [of] you, whan the see youadliereto yom* o\me toes, habandon- 
ing the otliers seruise. I feare nie the fame blower to fur that you wyl 
not pursue the side of wiche you be, what so your wordes do sound. 
And this conce^it may brede, W not already, more misound bartz than 
al the paclung of thes bad matters can worke you pleasure. You ar 
supposerl (I must be plain, for dissemble I wyl not,) to haue roceued 
tliis hei"«tical opinion, that foreign forse shal strengthen you, not in- 
danger you, and that al thes lordes seake your greatnes not your 
decay. O, how wicketl girenes songes I wiche, in first shewe, pleats ; 
in ende, ruines and destroies. Wax ynouglj of Godz raison bcfaJ 
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you to resist so distniing aduis, and be so wei lightned as not so 
dark a clowde may dim you from the sight of your best ^ood, wiche 
cannot be more shunned than by the not yclding to so betrainge 
dcceat ; from the wiche I ml incessantly pray for your deliuerance. 
Wisching you many days of raigne, and long. 

Yoiu- moat assured sistar, 

Elizabeth R. 
[AddreaBedt'] 
To my good brother the king of Scotland. 

[Indormh] 
Sent to me to be pnted to his ma'i« at 
Thirlestane xix. Oct»b, 1593. 



No. LIT. 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

29X11 OCTOBKB, 1^93. RYDKB MS. EL12. XO, 97. OIUU. 

Special kUer of credence for Botcei*^ the queens anibassador^ she being 
hindered from writing herself. 

Tho iiAturo of Bowetii ipeoiftl metn^ to which tlie following letter relate* nmj b« in- 
tamd from tho AUmioiu to it in the noxt letter from Junes. 

Right Iiigh right excellent and mighty prince, our deercst brother 
and cousin. Whereas we have at this present written at good lengtli 
to our servant Robert Bowes, our ambassadour resident with yoy, dF 
gome important materes meet for you to bane knowledge of, which 
ourselfe w^olde by our own hand-irrj-ting hauc imparted mito you, 
rather then otliendse, if at this instant tither waiglity occasiuncs wold 
have given me leasure^ w^e have therefore thought good hereby to 
mak this request unto you, that ye will heare and give credence to 
oui' said ambassadour as much as if we had witii our own hand written 
unto you, in such materes a< we haue at this tyme given him cliarge 
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to open and communicate unto you; which we doubte not but ye will 
please readily doo, both in respect of his honesty and good dealing 
weU knowen vnto you, and whereof we assure ourself ye are well 
persuaded, and of this our request also, thiis at this tyme made unto 
you. And so, right high right excellent and mighty prince, our 
dearest brother and coiisin, we desire Allmighty God euer to haue 
you in his holy protection. Given at our castle of Windsor, the 
xxix*^ of October 1593, in the xxxv*'> yeare of our raigne. 

Your most affectionat sistar and cousin, 

Elizabeth R. 

Deare brother. Let this credit, I beseeche you, be so far belieued as 
whos answer may continue or breake our frindship. Thinke not 
wordes without effectz shall deceiue me. For your own best hit is 
that I demande, whoso shal otherwise thinke wyl bigile you. 

l^Addressedy'] 
To the right high right excellent and mighty 
prince, our deerest brother and cousin, the 
king of Scotland. 

[Indorsedy'] 
Deliuered be Mr. Bowes viij Nouember 1593. 
Ed"", [probably Edinburgh.] 
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No. LIIL 
JAMES TO ELIZABETH. 
7lB DlCiBHBBll 1693. COPT l!f TflOMFSON MB. P. 22. 

James repUei to Elizabeths kUer^s Nm, LL and LIL — the earU 
have acknowledged certain offences^ but all deny tJiat t/ie Spanish 
blanks had tfte Tneaning attributed, to them — tlie estates of Scotland 
hai*inr/ Ini^n C4ynvemd to consider the t/uestion ftad come to certain de* 
(erminatiotis which are md/rnitted to the queen for fier consideration atid 
advice — in reference to that part of her Ltst letter ithich related to a 
border fracas^ James has directed the primrijml ojfemler to he delivered 
to her wai*deiu 

Jfttnoili lenietii policy towardt the catholic earls had now g^one the length of priHiruring 
ftn ftrnwgemenl by which they were to bo protiotincecl free of the accusations brought 
atgunit them respecting the SpaniaJi blankSf provided they would renoance Roman 
c&thoHcisiti and submit to tlie kirk. If they refuwd to profess tbemseWea coiiT^rta to pre*- 
tiytemnism, their mudm and hononi^ were to be forfeited, and they thenuolTW were to b« 
driven into ejtile. In the following letter, Jaiuea afinounce* this determination to Elizabeth. 
After her eipres^ed opinious, there could be no doubt that Kuch an arrangement would be ex- 
tremely offensive to her. One la carious thtKrefore to see in wliat way the subject in presented 
to hur by the piauailde 8<^otli*h sovereign. No one will deny that he got tlirough bin task skib 
fully. Mr. Tytler, without having seen this letter, which i^ now published for the firs^t time, 
|»riut€d Elizabeth ^f answer to it from the original in the poaacsfiion of sir George VVarrender, 
(Hist. SooUaud, bt. 141.) It it a remoiutmnce written in her boldest and most scornful 
manner. As rt was the subject of a goor] deal of comment in HulNsequeut lettcre, it shall 
be added, as printed by ftlr. Tytler, in a note. 

Marlame aiid deai^est sister, sinc^ youre ressait of my last letter I 
Itave ri.*ctyuut tuo froiii you ; one of your owne hand, anotber with 
a postscript onlie of your haiide ; * the fonner behig an ausoure to 
my last, tlie other, a letter of creditt to youre ambassadoun 

As to the letter of 3*our ovvin hiuidc, it contuiniH, specially, ane 
aduyoc concenung yooe three iiuhleiueii f dilaitid and suspected of 



^ Tills refers Ut tetter No. Ltl. ** Your most affectionate lister Mid eousJn, EttXiU 
(BTil K/'* with all tluU follows, is in the (lueen^i luuidwriting. 
f Th* sttrls of Huntly, Errol, and Angua. 
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practising witli Spaine ; and sulrlie, niatlanie, I cannot dcnje but 
yoiire caimsall in that niaittcr is most wyse and honorable, and if I 
be richt remember id, con tain is tuo special! fiointis ; the one, that it 
they should ressaue any fauoure or benefit, thair confession of a faulte 
in sujii sorte most preceide, otherwayes it can naither he sure nor 
hononihle for me to bestoii any benefit upon thaim ; the otlier is, 
that suclie a sure and aubstantiouse ordowre shotilde be takin with 
thairae, in kaicc they shoidd receane any benefit, that not only I 
micht see a suretie for the estiit and reli^on in this countrey, by 
tluiire leauing and renouncing thair former profession and auouid 
seruice, but, also, that all other forraine princes professing this 
religion micht see a suretie for tliaimselfis and thaire estxiitis by 
thaire deut>^ill bahauioiire in all tymcs cunmiing. Now, niodame, 
I truflt, if ye will consider quhat I haiie done and ame to follou forth 
in this turne, ye slajjl finde it als conformable to your coiuisall as the 
state of this cace can pemiitt, tor thay hing since haue coiifej^sed tuo 
faidtis. First, thay confesse all tliree hearing messe and ressaitt of 
je^iiitt* and semiiiarie preistis : next, two of thaime, to witt, Angus 
and EiTull, confesswl thiiir blankis t<i haue bene directed to sundrie 
forraine princes for erauing pa>nuent of suche debtis as thay iJledge 
to haue advancit to sundrie of the jesuitis that naire into tliis cuntrey 
and iu*e gone bake againo, naniclie, maister Williiune Creichton, and 
that, seu thay are into thair dominions, they may make thayme to 
paye according to theii* promeis and deu debt, I s|)eake of thaise 
tuo ]ordis only, in this fjoint, because Huntlio coustantlie denyis to 
haue hadd any practising or dealing with aJiy fbrrain nation since the 
bridge of Die ; * for, alltlioch, as he saves, he subscryuid tliais blankis, 
yett natlier wtdre thay directid t€ any suche end, as he alle^lgis, nor 
yett was any other subscription at thaim quhen he subscryued 
tliaime, but that he oixlained thaime to be directed to his oncJe 
maister James f his superioures, to testifie tliat Ids said oncle ualde 
be connjellid to dcpairt out of tliis cuntrey sooner than thay hadd 

* A rebellious Msemblj »t thiLt •pcvt in April 1589. 
t Jauio* Gordon, k btuy Scottish jeniit. 
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directid him to do, lor fear of the straitness of my iauis, and that the 
iiiinesteris hadd niaide him so txlioiis its he durst remaine no longer, 
and lykewajes recomending to them his said oiiclcs ponertie, and 
hou he hadd bene at so great expensis heir ; and saves, that lie hes 
his oncles bakebande to shau, snbscrilietl liefuxx? honest witncssis of 
barronis, that these blankis shouhle be einployeil to no other use ; in 
the breake qubuirotl lie saves, he was fonllie abasid. But as to 
their practising fur bring in of Spanviirdis, ather in this euntrey or 
in yours, that is tlie |X)int <iuhielie thay all three utterlie deny, and 
for the qiilnehe thay ufler tbainiselfis to all kpide of tryall, so, as 
for that jmrt of yon r eonnsall, tbay otter to satisfie so hirr fiirth as 
this thaire confession may auyle. 

The doubt, tlieUj resting onlie ii|)on their not confessing of the great 
cry me, I assemlilit my estaitis to deliberat ujjon the suretie of the 
estait and religion, f|nhiche l>eing at length reasoned njxtn, it was 
fonnde [lerrelonse to graunt tbaim a try all, in respcK't of thaire so 
constant denying, luid tliat the last parliament uent so neir the 
clearing of thaim if it hadd bi:MR' pntt to thaire votis, and thairfoix?, 
[I conformed] ucnto the next pairt of your counsall, to see a suretie for 
the estait and religion in tynies cummiiig, als uel by laying great and 
siure hondis upon thaime, as the acte bearis, as lykeuayes, dyuers strait 
conditiones, as, naraelie, in kaice tliay uiolat hearafter the least point 
tliat by that acte is inioined untt* thcm^ in that caee the penaltie of 
treason, and of that greiit eryme that they uaire delaitid of, shall 
with all rigoure be executed upon thaim ; and in kaice thay accept 
and observe the said acte, this great erynie mid memorye dmirof 
to be alxiHsbit, because of the imcertaintie and pen'ell to trye the 
same. And thus are both the pairtis of your counsall, als farre as 
the natiu*e of tliut cace will jiermittj hi my opinion follouid. 

For thaire acceptance of this acte, they hauc to aduyse thaimselfis 
betuixt [tlie present time] and the first of Januarc, and qubill then, it 
remainis as ai'ltim non actum ^ and having no strenth to work, ^md th air- 
fore baue I dispatchit this present unto you, that, before the said day, I 
may baue, als well youi* aduyce in this, quliiclie is thoclit meitest to be 
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done for the suirtie of my estait, as also qubat suiitie ye woIJe haue 

prouydit for the pnirt of you and your cuntroy, quliairin ye may 
assure youreself I shall be al& caiH'uU as for myself; praying yoa 
not tliinke tliat qubat I writt in tins turne of tliaire confession, 1 do 
it as a tiling that I will affirme to be certaine^ but onlio as they 
geue it out, and fjuliairof I am not able to proue the contraire by a lau. 
And as to the contentis of your last letter of creditt, I haue harde 
the creditt, containing tuo points ; the one this same purpose qubairof 
I haue bene wrytiii^rr, the other concerning yone lait attemphit of 
Iddisdaille ; for the fiu'tber satisfaction qubairof to both oure bonouris, 
because the atteniptat was so baynouse, I haue causit deliuer to 
youre mirdon the principall offender himself, called Will Eliot 
Thus, fearing t<:* otieiid you with too long a letter, in ueareing you 
reid the same, and committing all other particnlaris to youre ambassa- 
douris letteris, I committ you, mailame and dearest sister, to the pro- 
tection of the Albmclitie, From my [uilleis of Hol>Tudd house, the 
vii. of December 1593. 

Your most louing and affectionatt brother and cousin, 

James R, 

I must once againe pray you, madame, to haisten yom^e ansoure 
before the fii*st of Janiuu*ie, for the causis aboue specifeit, and, in the 
mene tjTne, not to trust any false reportis, but to tbinke of me in the 
olde manner, as I shall euer deserue at your hands.* 



♦ The i|uoen*fl nnswor i« printed by Mr. TytJer » follows : — " My dear bmtber, To ^ce 
fto much, I rue my sight, that viewn the evident apoctade of a aoduced kiog, abusing coun- 
cil, and wty-guided kingdom* My lore to your good and hate of your nitn, breed* my 
heedful nrgard of your aurc-st aafcty. If I neglected you, I could nvink at your worst; and 
yet withstand my etjemie** drtfU. But be you persuaded by BbterR[?]. I will advise you, 
void of all gutle« and will not itick to tell you, that if you trend the patli you chuae, I will 
pray for you, but leave you to your liamis. 

** I doubt whether shame or Borrow Itave bad the upper hand when I read your laat Unea 
to tne. Who, of judgment that deemed nie not ftimpio, could nuppoise that any aniwera you 
Lave wnt me should satiufy, nay^ enter into the opinion of any one not void of four «>enNMii 
IcmTing oot the first, 
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No. LIV. 

JAMES TO ELIZABETH. 
IStq afjul, 1S94. O09Y in TKOxnoit its. p. 27. 

AstmiishtmtU ofjantes at the support given to his avowed traitor in 
England — stromj appeal to the queen on the atthject — diasatmfaction 
with lord Zouchiis conduct on hia efftbanstj — /ols $ent an answer hf 
his men messenmrs. 

In April I5di, in tlitj midst of Lbo troablea respecting tbe RomaQ catholic cotIa, tho m^ 
htm aod ttnacrapuioiu Ikitliwell tutide another ttttemfit to regiuii Im fti&tLiO'ritjr. HATiog 



** Thoae of whom you hftve bsd io evident proof by their actual rebellion in the Held, you 
presorv^;, whu»e ofTera you knew then m l&rge to foreign princcfl. And now, At laBt, wlieoif 
plainej^t of all, was taken the c&rrior himself, eonfeaaing all before matiy comminjonera 
and divcn councellors; be«eauft«i you ttacked the timo till lie w^a eacaped, and now must 
mvm deny it (thoogh all men knew it^) therefore, forsooth, no jury cat) b«; found for ihem. 
>lay till* blind me, that knowa what a king's office were to do ? Abuae not your^ulf so 
fikr. In deed t wheD a weak bowing and a alack seat in government ahall appear . then bold 
spirits will iitir the stem, and guide the ibip to greatest wreck, and will take heart ta 
nupply the fiuture, 

** AsAure yourself no greater peril can ever b«^ you, nor any king ebe, than to take for 
payment evil accounti; for thfy deride «ucb, and make their prey of their neglect. 
There is uo prince ulive, but if he show fear or yielding, but he sbdil have tuton enough, 
tliougb be be out of ndnority. And when I romtniber what noro punishment thoae so lewd 
traiU)n» should have, then I read again, lest at finit I mistook your mind; but when tho 
rvvivwttig granted uty lecture true, Lord ! what wonder grew in me, tlmt you should cor- 
rect them with beneKts, who deserve mticli severer eorrection. Could you p lease them 
m.ore than save their lives and make them shun the place tliey hate, where tliey uri) eure 
that their jimt deserved haters dwell, and yet aa taueh enjoy tlieir honours and livcliliooda 
as if for sporting travel they were licensed lo visit other eouiitrie» ? Call you this a banishment 
^-to b« rid of whom they fear, and go to sn«7h they love ? Now, when my eyes read more, 
then smiled t to see how c.hiblisli, foolish, ajid witless an ejicuse the best of either throe 
madeyoUf turning their treasoos' bills to artilicera* reckonings with iteitu for many ex^ 
IMnseB, and lacked but one billet which they beat deservedi an item, for to much for the 
oord whose office they best merited. Is it possible that you ca.n swallow tlie taste of so 
hiU«r a drug, mors meet to purge you of them, than worthy for your kingly aoeeptantx* ? 
I never beard a more deriding scorn; aod vow that, if but this aJoiie^ weru I you, they 
•hould learn a short lesson. 
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retelv&cl cociBidemMe support on Uie Englbh bordem, — not, at it b alleged, without the 
cobnivunce of lord ZouchL\ the Eoglijih ambAsHador in Scotland, and the aanction of til© 
queen — he finally marched upon Ediubiirgli at the head of seveml hundred men, Th* 
king, having early intelligence of the rebelliouii movewent} gathnred together a consider^ 
ahle force, and advanced to meet hia enemy. Some tittle skirmishing took place, but 
Both well, fincling himself in the presence of a force t4>o numcroufl to bo withntood, 
despaired of noecess, diapenLcd his men, and retired within the English border. In the 
following letter the king indignantly calls upon the queen to aceount fur the aasiJitanco 
and shelter which Dotliwcll had received from Eugbuid; applying to her the epithet 
"aednced," whieli, in her last letter — that printed from Tytlejr*i Seotland^he luid used 
in reference to himself. He also remindii her of his conduct when O^Rourke, the Iri^h 
rebel, took refuge in Scotland, and hopet abe will not reject h\» applicnitian and thuft 
drive him to say with Virgil, "flectero §i neqtaeo tfuperos, Acbertrnta movelw,*^ Thi« 
letter wa« sent by CoIvilJ laird of Wemyss and Edward Bruce the tiiular abbot of Kinlon. 

So niajij unexpected wonders, madame and dearest sister, haue of 
lait BO ouer-sliaddonid my eyes and mynde, and dazilde so all my 
sen SIS, as in treutli I nattier know <|uliat I shidde sayc, nor quhair 
at first to lioginne: but, thinking it best to tiJve a pateme of youre^ 
self, since I doale uitti you, I roost^ rei>eatting the first nordis of your 
last letter, only the sexe chaingid, saye, " I rew my sicht that veuis 



"The best that I commend in your letter ii, thai I tee yotir judgment too good to afflrm 
a truth of their Apeech, but that nlune they to any, Howbcit, I mum how you can want 
a law to tneh, as whose denial, if it were ever, could terve to save their lives who*c treuoiu 
are so plain; as the meweager who would fur his own nke not devise it, if for truth's cause 
he had it not in his charge : for who should ever be tried lalse, if his own denial might 
save his life ? In prince** causes many circumstances yield a sufficient plea for such a 
king as will liave it known : and miniatera they shall lack none, that will not themaolves 
gainsay it* Leave off such cloaksp therefore, I pray you; they will be found too thin to 
save you from wetting. For your own sake play the king, and let your subjects see you 
respect yourtelf, and neither to hide or to suffer danger and dishonour. And that you 
may know my opinion, judgment, and advice, I Iiave chosen this nobleman/ whom I 
know wise, religious, and honest; to whom I pray you give full credit, as if myself were 
with you: and bear »*ith all my plainness, whose affection, if it were not more worthy 
than so oft not followed. I would not have gone so <ar. But blame my love if it oxeeod 
any [my ?] limits. Beseeching God to bless you from the advieeii of them that more priio 
thenuclves tlian oani for you, to whom I wish many yean et reign. ^ (Tytler'ii Seotlaod, 
is., 141.) 

* Edward lord SSouche of Haryngwortli, 
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the euident spectacle of a seducit queue*" * For qiilien I enter be- 
ttiixt tuo extremitis in iud^n of you, I liadd farr rathest mtterprett 
it to tbe least dishonoure on your part, quliicli is i^iorant erroure. 
Appardonc me, niadatne, for so long approued freindsliip retpnTis a 
rounde plainness. For quhen, first, I consider qidiat strange effectis 
haue [of] laite appearid in your cuntrey ; hou my auouid traitour 
bath not only bene oppinlie resett in yourc realme, but [Jaiidy maid 
his recidence in your proper houses, euer plainliest kytliitli himself 
quhaire greatest confluence of fHi'ople uas ; and^ quliiehe is most of all, 
hou he bath receaued Plnglishe momiey in a reasonnable quantitie, 
uaged both Englishe and Skottishe men thairwith, proclaimed his 
paye at djniersc parishe churches in England, conuenid his forcis 
uitbrn England, in the sicht of all that border, and thairtrome con- 
temjitousiie cumniid and cami>it within a myle of my principall citie 
and present abode, all his trumpettouris, and djmerse wagid men, 
being English; and being by myself in |»erson repulsit from that 
place, returned liake in Enghmde with disjjlayed baimers, and since 
Uiat tyme, with »jimd of tnimi>et, making his tronpis to muster 
within Englishe ground : qnlien, fii'st, I aaye^ I consider this strainge 
eflPectis, and tlien again I call to niynd, upon the one part, quhat 
i^umber of solemnc promeises, not only by your ambaasadouris but 
by many lettirs of your owiu hand, ye haue both maid iind reiterate unto 
me, that lie sholde haue no harboure uithin your cuntrey, yea, ratlier 
stirring me further up against him then seaniing to pittie him your- 
self, and, upon the other pairt, weying my desairtis [which] you knou, 
for being a treind t*) you, I haue euer ben an enemic to all youre en- 
ncmies, and the onlie point I can be challcngid in, that I take not 
suehe fonne of order, and at suche tyme, with sura particulare men 
of my sid>jeetis as paraduenture ye eould do if ye uaire in my roume ; 
qidien thus I enter in consideration witli my self, I caimot suirlie sa- 
t]«fie my self with uondriug aiieuch upon these aboue mentionati 
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effectis ; for to affirm timt these things are by your direction or pri* 
uitie, it is so farr against all princelie lionoure, as I protest I abhorre 
the leiist tliocht thtiirof. And a^^aine, that so wyse and prouident a 
prince, hauing so long and liappelie gouernid, shoulde be so sylid and 
contemn id by a great ninnber of heir owin subjectia, it is hardly to 
be beleuid ; if I knen it not to be a maxime in tJie state of princes, 
that we see and heare all with the eyes and eares of others, and if 
thise be deceaneris, we cannot shunn deceat Now, madame^ I haue 
refuge to yon at this tviiie, as my only pilote to gyde me safelie 
betuixt thir Charibtlis and Silla. Solue thir donbtis, and lett it 
be sene ye wdll not be abused by your owin subjectis, quho preferis 
the satisfeing of tlieir base-mjudit affections to youre princelie 
honoure. 

That I wrote not the ansoure of youre last lettirs with your laite 
ambassadonre, and that I return it not a letter with him, blame onliet 
I praye you, his owin behauioure ; qulio, althocht it pleased you to 
temie him wyse, religiouse, tind honest, had bene fitter, in my opi- 
nion, to carie the message [of] a heraut then any freindlie comission 
betuixt tno neiciiboure princes ; for, as no reason coidd satisfie him, 
so skarcelie could he haue |>atience euer to heare it ofterid. But if 
ye gaue hira a lairge comission, I dtirr ansoure for it he tooke it als 
well upon Itira, and tliairtbre haue 1 rather chcK>sid to send you roy 
ansoure by my owui raessingeris. Suffer me not, I praye you, to be 
abusid with your abusairis, nor graunt no ouersicht to ouersee your 
owin honoure. Remember tpdiat ye pronieisid by youre letter of 
thankis for the delluerie of O'Uorike, I truest ye will not putt me in 
balance widi suche a traitrouse counterpois, nor willfully reject me, 
constraining me to saye ^ith Uirgill, Fkcter^ si nequea mperos. Ache-* 
Toiita moml*o. 

And to giue you a proofe of the continouance of my lioneet affe^ 
tion, I haue dii*ected tlicsc tuo gentlemen unto you, quhom I will 
hairtelie praye you to credit as myself, in all that thay haue in 
chairge tu deliuer unto you ; and, because the princi|>aU of thaime 
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goes Uj France, to rctiinie the other liake witJi a guotl aiisoure witli 
all conuenient s|>oede. And thus assuring you that friendship shall 
neuer faill upon my pairt, I comniitt you, madame and dearest sister, 
to the holy jirotectioii of the AUmiclitie. From Edinhupij^h, the xiii. 
of Apryk^ 1594. 

Your most louing and affectionatt brotlier and cousin, 

James R, 



No. LV, 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES, 

WRITTEN IS MAT 1594. RYDELE MSS. ELIE. HO, 18. ORIO. 4t3TOGlUni, 

77i^ gueen notices Jameii^s allimoii to her previous letter in his last — 
replies (4} the imputati&n of hamng sheltered Both well — is indignant 
at Jam^s^s use of threats to her — waims htm against receimng aid 
ft^m foreigners* 

The taunts and acentBations in James'i tuLSt letter aroujsefJ the *^ lioti port '* of bid mujei^ 
tk neighbour. Our huitoriati«, in ignomnee of the following letter iind itn sudceasor, huve 
(mppoflcd that Elixabeth took Jamcs'i indignant app^^al in good part, and was all fttniles to 
hiii amboRaadors. The following ixiu«t have conviuctjd J amen tbat it was ratber dangefoui 
to biindy words witb her EngliBh majeiit^^, or to make ambiguous (|uotationA to her from 
well kno^ii claflsics* 

Thogh by the effectz, I sild see, my good brotlier, that eiier my 
adnisls be folowed, yet you haue whitjsafetl to giue them the reding 
I wel understimd, having made some of them the theme of your last, 
thogh, Gc»d knowes, a|>ph'ed fur awry from ther true sence or right 
desart ; for if I bin in abuse, I clalme you the author of my deceat, 
in bell ring more gtxjd than the sequele bathe told me. For I haue 
great wronge if you sup|K)se that any perswation from whomsoeucr can 
make me haue one iuel opinion of your actions, if thera seines be not 
the cause, I confes that diners be the affections of m:my men, some 
to one, some to another, but my rule of trust shal neuer faile me. 
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whaii it is grounded, not on the sandcs of euorj mans humor, but ou 
the stedy rock of apj>roueil fact I shuld condeume my wcked dis- 
position to founde any aniytio jiroinised ujkju so tikel ground that 
otiiers hate might breake the boundz of my loue, .and uix)n others 
jugementz to bild my confidence. For Bodwelz bold and unruly 
entrance into my bordars, I am so fiir fi'om gilt of suche a faulte, as 
I i^rotest if I had receaued an answer, in senontene wekes space* of 
my h^ttiir that contained his offer to reveille unto you the treason of 
the lordz with forennars, I could sone haue banished him from thens ; 
and next, he came with your owne hand to wai'ant tliat no offence 
was im[aited, wiche made the borderars readiar to receaue lum ; but 
after I had not left unpunist some of his receatarsj I could not haue 
Mined the durst haue [>rocimd the pane duo for suche desart, imd 
minde to make theui atfrmd to ventur suche a crime agane ; and if 
ordar puen now to all the wardens do not suffice^ I vowe ther bodies 
and pursis shal wel suffiir therfon 

I wil not troble you with recital of w^hat this gentiluian hathe hard 
in all the other pointz, but tliis toucheth me so nere as I must an- 
swer, tliat my desartz to you haue bine so smcei-e as slud neuer nidc 
a tln*ete of hel to her that hathe euer procured your blis, And> that 
you may knowe I ana that prince that neuer can indure a menace at 
my ennemys hmid, muche les of one so dearly traictid, I wyl giue 
you this bond, tliat afftH.^tion and kind traictement shid euer prt»uaile, 
but feare or doute shal neuer procure auglit from me; and do 
advowe, that if you do aught by forainers^ wiche I knowe iu ende 
worst for youi*seIfe and country^ hit shal be the worst aide that euer 
king hadj and I feaiv may make me do moi*e than you wyl cal back 
in haste^ Deiu-o brother, use suche a frende, therfor, as she is worthe 
and giue her euer cause to remaine suche a one, as her affection 
hathe euer merited, whos raschenes is no suche as neglect ther own© 
so nere if the wil not forgo ther best and slum ther owne mishaps, 
whom non cim at my hand pixjcure but your owne fiictz. Thus, 
hoping that tliis Learar wyl tel you my faithful niening and sincere 
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professions, witli al tlie rest that I haue committed to him, I leue 
tills skribling, besichmg God euer more to preserue you. 

Your most affectionate sistar and cousin, 

Elizabeth R. 

To our good brother 
the king of Skotts. 

{^Indot'se*!^'] 
18 Majr, 1594. 



No. LVL 

JAMES TO ELIZABETH. 
fiTB jtrKxl59i. copr is Thompson ms. r. 30, 

Reply to the queejis last Utter^-^fanies e^rphims his mecming in tfte U9e 
of the itortL/ ** »edu/;ed tpieen^'" and in his qtwiation from Vir<jil — 
if the qnten still thinh htm in fault he craves pardon — hopes »he will 
hastefi tliS fmmetj nhe has promis4*d him, and is tkliffht^d with a crni" 
ference she had with one of his ambassadors respecting Ami, 

Tbe following chjUBcterutio and mmaiiDg letter dtsficls all notion that ElizabiHh 
WM \a any degree overcome in tliu conti-ovorsy by her pedantic vorrf^poudetit. Uii 
oommnitvry vpon the line of Virgil^ an^J bb suppositiun — " auppo^o I am Juno** — muJt 
bftv« caU<»d op a fttnile upon tlio now tbin aod witbortil lipB of the English quo<?n, Jannei 
liad at Uft bet'n driven into the determination to put down tlie Koman catlioUc earb by 
fbro«, and the money to which he alludei waa a aum wbiob Etixabcth had promiMd him, 
prorided he wouJd rid the land of the l^ulers of the SjianiAh faction. 

Because I persaue by yoiire last letter, and the rej>oi"t of my am- 
bassadoure, madarae and dearest mU*T, tliat ye haue farrc mistaiken 
the meaning of my last letter, I am furcitt to lett this present serue 
for a short apologie thairof, for in two principall pointis I [K*rsaue ye 
haue niistakin me, iVnd fii'st, i]uliairas ye interprete my imitation 
of your uortles, in the be^^inning of my letter, to meane, that \'e are 
seducid by trusting false reportis maid of me, if ye please to consider 
tlie foUouing dii^courne of my letter, ye will finde I meanid, by sum 
of youre owin subiectis, i]uho in resetting and assistiJig my auoind 
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traitoure hi dj^iers pairts of your kiiigdome^ without youre allouance 
or priuetle, seducit you, in abusing youre princelie honoure and will ; 
quhicJie appearis to be butt ouer trew, since by youre owin letter ye 
graunte and auowis to make tliaime to l^e deulio punished for the 
same. And suirlie, niadame, it appe^s your subjeeris do not yett 
uearie to abuse you, since, notivithstanding your laite proclanuitions, 
he is still resett withui your owin cuntrcy. But ui this I trust I 
neide not to moue you, since the hurting of youre princelie honoure 
by the contempt of your lawis, will, I doubt not, stirr you up to take 
ordoui'e thaii-witL 

Nou the otlier point of mistaking is, of yone Latin uerse in the 
hinder end of my letter, quhitb I f>erceaue ye uiterprett to be a 
tlireatnmg of you, but I doubt not ye uill conceaue farr othemayes 
of my meaning thayrby, if ye will [be] pleased to wey first the meanuig 
of the authore that first wrote it, and since consider quhat praceidis 
and follouis in my letter that alledges it For Virgill faineth that 
Juno, being in a raage that tlie i-est of the God«lis, tlirouch U^ius 
persuacion, uolde not consent to tlie lu^aikke of Aneas, quhotn 
againis slie baire ainveterate haitred, as against all Troye, she not 
onlie prttnomiceth tlie^e uordis of my letter, but immediatly goes ta 
Alecto, one of tlie liellishe furies, and pei*stiaiiUs her to stirre up TumuB 
in ItiJie to uaire a^jainst Ajieas, thiurby to hinder his conquests thair* 
Nou to make the allusion tlien. Sup[»ose (ornnw comparatio rfamficat 
urio pede^) I am Jmio ; ye are the rest of tlie Godilis ; Botliuell is 
Aneas ; and other forraine princes are Acheron. Junos seeking aiile 
of Acheron, tlian, was oidy for the urakke of Aneas, and no uayen 
ather for the inuaduig or threatning of the rest of the Goddis. On 
the other pairt, quhire tliis uerse is sett downe in my letter, I saVt 
not that I am of m\'nde so to do, butt, by tlie contraire, I saye I 
tnist you will not constrsiine me so to doe, and the uerrie next uordJs 
I subiouie are, ** and to giue you a proofe of my honest affection/* 
And thus, madame, my intention uas, to com[iIaine unto you, not to 
threattin you ; thairby seeking youre ayde, and nather seeking, nor 
leaning to, the ayde of otliers. So* in a word, inj prayer nas to ymu 
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m ue all pruye to Godd, Leiide us not into temptation. But, as euer 
It be, suppose in this, I interj>rett my intention, yett I euer baire 
tliat reference to all uertuouse ladies, but aboue all to you, quhose 
bloode, long and trustio ireindshipp, and nianitblde uertues, rcquyres 
such louing and kynde reuerence of uie, as I ame not so to standc In 
niy defence, but, if ye thinke it a faulte, I will crane pardon lor it, and 
onlie clainic to my liomelie nideness, qidiiclie I hoajx* ye will accept 
in the better pairt, since qidiat I wrote of you I wrote only to you. 
And tbairfbre, raadame, I trust neaer to deserue the least tliocbt of 
yoiu-e suspicion of any dealing of myiw with yoiire ennemies ; for, I 
[iroti'St before Godd, I neuer, to tliis hourc, had dealing, directUe or 
indirectlie, with any of thaime, atlier to the pi*eiudice of you, or 
your state, or the state of religion, and ame content, besyclis my 
many by-{»ast proniesis, that this letter renaaine a pledge of m}' faith 
hcirin, als uell for t^>anes to com as by-past, aye and rjuhill (as Godd 
forbidd) 1 dischai'ge my self honestUc unto you, quhich shall neuer 
bo, exce|>t ye constraine me unto it, but absU omen, 

I idscj trust, that, before this tyme, youre ambassiidoure has in- 
formid you of sum of my proceidingis at this paidiajucnt, to your 
satisfaction* As to the flispatche geuen to my amba^sadourrs, 
qubairas ye are generall in tyme of pajTuent and quantitie of the 
support craned by thaime, yett I doubt not ye will considder my 
present adoes, hauing non begium and entreil in action ; quhairin I 
craue an ansoiu^ according to tlie proverbe (/ut dto dui (*U daL 
That of one thing I will hairtlie pray you, tJiat quhat heis done to 
ine in this tume ye do it onh'e of youre selfe, that my thankis nmye 
Oldie be fore you, for I deayre ncuer to be in the common of any 
subiectis in such cases. 

And nou to end, I caimot oniitt to slum you, that the only comfort 
I i-eceaued of your ansouris at the rc*tume of the one of my ambassa- 
tlouris, uas the prime conference ye hadd with Brus concerning me, 
quho hathe maid suche discoui-se thairof to me, as in my opinion he 
micht passe muistcr in tlie airt of chlrurgie, for flescr>'uing so well 
tlie anatomic vd' your kyndc and c*»n^tanti* atfection lA^uardis me ; hnU 
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aasuriug yuu that I shall neuer forgett to paye it with all tbankeftill- 
nes on mv ptiirt, I commit you, madanic and dearest sister, to GoddU 
most lioly protection* From my palleis of Hole rud house, the fyft of 
June 1594. 

Your most louiiig and affectionate brother and cousin, 

Jam£S R- 



No. LVIL 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

WftlTTSN ABOUT TUB E?rD OP OCTOBEB 1594. RYDER MSS. ELIZ. NO, 2£». QlUa, AtTTOGlUPH. 

Tfie queen rqoices that Jatms is at Imgih about to remt tlte catholic earU 
in peviton — he niaij perceive what danger there is in glorifying too 
high and too mtddcfdg a boy of years and eondiict — hopes he wUl gice 
his nobility an example never to cotnhine with foreigner — praise of 
the laird of Wernysn — intercession on behalf of t/te master of Gray — 
sends inoney for " horse-^meat^^ 

Hftving rniMsi an nrtny against the Roman catliolie e&rK Jamea eommitleti it to tiiit 
eontomiid of his joutliftil favouritei the earl of Argyll, then only niueteeu ytNuni of age. Tho 
battle of Glenlivat ensued, in which Argyll wu totally defeated, byt with a lo» which wjia 
fatal to the conquerors, VVheu tbu following tetter was written, Jaines was at the head of a 
fr^h amiy, marching uurthward to avenge tlie lowos of Argyll — the **boy of yeaiv and 
conduct '* whu is aUudcd to by Elizabeth. The maflter of Gray, for whose pardon the 
Intercedes, hud passed the period wbieh had dafuwd sinoe \m diagrace in Frat&oe. 

My most deare brother, Thogh I wold hatie wisched that your 
sound counsels oft-giuen you, and my many lettars intercepted wiche 
made to plain a ahewe of that hye treason that to late you beliued, 
miglit haue prevented your oner great peril and to nmche hazarde, 
yet I rejoys with who is most gladlist, that at lengh (thogli i confes 
almost to late) hit pleseth you so kingly and valiantly to resist mth 
your parson ther ouUer-^uidant malignant attempt, in wiche you 
haue lionord your seHc% reioysed your fivnds, and confound, I 
hojie, yotu' proud ' rebeljj. You may »ee, my deare brotlier, what 
dajiger it bredes a king to glorifie to hie and to soudanly a boy i»f 
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yeres aiid coundiiict, whos imtiinely age for discretion bredes rasclie 
consent to undesent actions. Sncbe s()eke or the way, and attempt 
or Uie eonsidar, Tlie waight of a kingly state is of more poix than 
tlie shalownis of a rasche yonge mans bed can walgh, thertbr I trust 
that the causeles zele ttiat yuii haue borne the bed of tliis presimip- 
tion shal rather cary you to extirpt; so ingratius a route, in finding 
!So sowrc fruite to springe of your many fauors ivel-aeqiiiteil, rather 
than to suffer your good iiis to be abused with bis nuuiy skusis for 
coulors of his good menings. Though at the first your carire was 
not the best, yet I hope your stop will crowne all. If you now do 
not cut of clerely any future buj>e to yoiu' nobilitie, through this ex- 
ample, nouer to combine widi forenar^^, or compact amonge thein- 
sehie?* to your danger, I wowe to God you wyl neuer jxvsses your 
dignitie long, Wedes in fildes, if the be suti'red, %vil quickly ouer- 
growe the come, but subiectz, being dandelefl^ wil make ther owne 
raignes, and for-k*t an other raigne. My atl'ection to \our smty 
bredes my phiimes, wiclic I dout not but by your sower experience 
you wH fuUy beJiuo liireafter, bailing so lately proued the sincerite 
of my deahngs. GckI so prosjjer me in my aftaircs as I nialigne none 
of your subieetz, nor euer wold exaggerat any matter but for your 
seurty, whom I mind to take euer as great a cai'e of as if only the 
interest of my Ufe and person consisted theron. 

This gentehuan, the lord of Wemes, I find a most caretul subiect 
of his prince, and one most curius to atebuue as itmche as you com- 
mitted to him, in wiche 1 dout not but I haue satisfied you in honor, 
as time and comotUrie serue, with wiche I wit not molest you more 
thjui refer me to bis declaration, with this only, that no one answer 
to al but procideth from a most parbict good affection toward you, 
and so I desire, with mc»8t affection, that you interprete hit, 

I must not omit, for concience sake, to speko a few worclz of tJie 
mastar of Gray, witli whom I haue had long discours, in widie I fir»d 
him the most gridiest to do you acce|>tnble seniise that I haue euer 
hard any, and dothe lay none of his disgi-acis, banismentz, nor Joh, in 
any part to you, but only k» jx^rswations of suche as niont liis mine, 
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and hopes, witli his good indeuors, to merite your forniar grace ; and 
for my owne [part], I am nothmg partiall to liim for his particular, but 
thi^i I must confes, \mm^ as honest as he is sutficient, I tliiuke your 
rualiiie pi^ssessetli not liis secound, I nowe spejdie upon my knowelege, 
thei*f br lose not so gootl an instrument for your afikirt'S, U you knowe 
no more ajL*;aiiist him than I can lerne. You will [raiTlon my auda- 
cious writing, as one whos yeres teacfieth more thiui her wit, neuer 
ceasing to lift up my handes and hart with deuout [prayers] for 
yoiu* Uiost i»ros|K*rous safe and sure sucees hi tliis voiage, for which 
I haue sent you but to pay for hors-meti?. 

Your most atlectionat h^uhig sistar and cousin, 

Elizabeth R. 

To my deere brother 
the king of Scotland. 



No. LVIIL 

JAMES TO ELIZABETH. 

8ta JULY 1505, COPY IN TriOMPliOM MS. F. 31. 

Janiesy gurprised at the qiteetCa Umg silence^ sends an anibasscuJor to e>je~ 
plain his sitimtion io li^r — his Spanwli»ed rebels have only Jkd m 
order to return in greate?* strength — mlieits her assistance offaifwt their 
common enemy. 

3%mei^t 8U«cctt tgakiAt tho Roman catholic earls waa complete. Tlieir ttnmghold* w«f« 
d^trojedf ami tlmmsfilvei driveD to aeek tafety in flight or iu banialimont. In the moment 
of hift BucceMit a coolneaa enaaed between Elizabeth and tlie Seottiah monarchy upoo ihe 
«t)bject of c'Cttaia paymeota which he oontendetd she Utui pr^miaed hiui. For nme moathai 
during aU which time James acted manfully upon tbe portoy Klizabeth ad\iM)d, ihe never 
wrote to hiui. Jameaat length broke lite long nUenctJ l>y the followitig application for 
ataiatanoe agaioit a fireah attempt which it waa rumoured waa about to be made by Ihc 
Spaniali Cactioii. 

Sbice the returne of my secretarie from you, madame and dearest 
Histjer, I haue patientlie abiddin the tryaU of tymo to seme for a 
pmofe of my course hy my actionii» that thairbv idl cause of doubt- 
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being remouitl, a commoiui [danger] micht by a comuiouii assist- 
Bce lie prcuente<L But, upon the one pairt, fynding you slower 
herln then ather youi*e uili or your uowis do rcqtiiiH? of yon, and, on 
the other, inipntting it to no lake of youre gcKide-will hut of treu 
information, I huue now, at last, maid choice of the bearare heirof, 
my seruant, to informe you treulie of all tJiese thhiga ; as the fittest 
messenger to intonue you of the quhole progresse of my actions in 
this great cause, since by liim I did also aduertishe you of my first 
proceiding thnirin by lau. Surelie, madame, if it shall please you 
to wey it, ye will finde that we both luv but at a truce, and not at 
peax, with the Honushe and S[)4inishe practices. These Spaniolizde 
rebels of mine, that are fledd tlie euntrey, ore but retired to fetche 
a gi'eatter fairdep], if thay nmye; and^ beleue me, if any %volde per- 
smwle you othermiyes, thay hut abuse you for tluiire owin gaine, or 
at least thinking it sufficient gaine to tliaime to anoye quhome thay 
haite. Hon can I nonder aneuch that ye, qulio uas so uachfull for 
my uell at the fii*st breeding of thir practises, as ye neuer uearied 
from t}*me to tyme to foi-uairne me of m>-perrell, resenting it als 
uinelie as if it had bene your owin, should nou, in the uerrie heicht 
oi' ry[K^nesse tluiirof, l>e fallen in so leth^u-gique a sleip, as ye lU'e so 
faiT from ather aduertisliing or aiding, tliat ye do not so much as 
once [write] to entpiyre quhat hatb bene heir a-doing these nyne 
monethis fiast? But appardone me, I jimye you, to coniplayne of 
you to yourself; for use me as ye list, ye shall neuer shake [me] of, 
by so many knottis ame I linkit unto you. Nather shall youre slow- 
nesse quhyle past be able to blott out of my thmikfuU memorie youre 
manyfolde proofes of kyndnease shouin touardis me in all tAmes past, 
onlie I craue that ye remember ue haue a commoun enemie, and 
that nou no must ather concurrc to hi>lde thainie under our feet als 
long as we are treading uixjn tliaime, or ellis, if they gett layser 
aigain^ it will but learne tliaime experience to wrestle the more con- 
ninglie the next tyme, I trust my pairt be nou past /^Vr/, I prayc 
youe lett your assistance appcare nou in esfte. But remitting the 
more large discourse of all things to the Inuirari^ ijuhome I pray yon 
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fauourablie to heare and firmlie to trust, I comitt yao, madame mid 
dearest sister, to the protection of the Allmichtie, From my pallais 
of Falkelande, the >dii, of Julie, 1595. 

Your most louing and affectionat brother and cousin, 

James R 



No. LIX, 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES* 
WSIRKM IK JANtT4KT OR PEBRtrAfiT 15^5-6. RTOKK 1198, RLUL |tO» 17. OUO. AOTOOIUPII. 

The qmen!s continual care for the conunon safety of both co\mtrie» — A$ 
does not mean to break lier slumber on wxount of the tnalke of her 
enemies — -praises Jameses efforts witft pert a$id tfttord —recotmneftda^ 
(iofi of her mtibassador. 

The ful lowing letter alludet to prefiar»tioju which were nimuured to be making in Spun, 
lor a rents wal of the attempt to iarade England, It also contains a stndied commendalioti 
of a ciiaigQ to )m subject! jus^ published hy king James, The charge tbos alluded lo 
WM t prodatnation calling upon the Scottiah people to unite with England to resist the 
Spaniards — the common etiemy of both nations. It wi« dated tfae Snd JaauAiy 1595. 
See it in C»lderwood, n 389. 

My deare brother. If the wracked state, and wel-ny mined, of thia 
poore gentyliuan, through the faitheles trust of desceving servants, 
hi looking every wike of the ending of his troubles, [had not occa- 
sioned me to delay,] I could not haue left my pen so long dry, tut 
wold haue fild hit to you with matter fid of trutlie, and memorialz of 
my cares, wiche neuer ar at rest for your best avails and inent to 
wame you of suche occurrance as other nations afourd me ; spettfiUy» 
suche as might touehe the safty of our country es, and honors of 
ourselves. Althogh I do not dout, as now I do perceaue, that you 
shuld tiiink them now overs tale for newes, being by gcHxl ed)jialz not 
made i^orant of our emieniis driilz, whos skope haue titer bounds 
while ether lines in raigne, but the ever-gtiidar of best actions, and 
readiest ruinar of wicked actes, wyl, I doute not, coule tlier heat, abate 
ther pride^ and confounde ther forse. 1 am not suche a wekely, nor 
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of so base a courage, that eiicr 1 mene brcako one slombar for ther 
tiiidico, nor ons dreame of ther Wctoiri, whos gi*ount!-worke is of so 
ftlippar foundation tliat the hold of sache edeficc wyl be overtunid 
with hl^ owne gilt I may not deny but Epinietheus is no compa- 
nion for a king* Witli Prometheus, therfbr, I mynd to folowe tliat 
after wiache condemne not for iugement, and therafter prepare suche 
menes and power, that, I feai*e not, shal be so marshald as shal make 
us no skome to tlie world, nor deh'te to our foes ; in some siiehe sort 
m I liere you haue begone ; whos praise, if I shuld not lessenc in 
praising, I could more delate, but this mnche I ninst tel you, that I 
cannot imagin how you could by any more glorious menes set out your 
care for your land, your loue to your neigbors, your hate to suche 
wrongefiil invadars, than witli yoiu- pen and charfre to yoiur subiectz 
you haue utterd^ in wortlz of suche effect and nmtter, of suche 
waight, as, in honest dimars, hit may mar the ia^on of diuelisehe 
machines,* and erase the hartz of treason -myndin;^ men. In me, 
hit hathe set a deape impression of a cousin-Hke zele, that m^'xith 
not his los mth her decay, and joyeth not that she shuld perische 
first, in ho|ie of bettai* fare ; wiche, as hit; is euer uiismre, so sild is 
liit not a winde-shaked blast. But yuur so spedy care for thretes, 
tliat the may not arive to dodes, doth assure mc that the shal haue no 
just cause that shidd make suche a skriqde. Receve, therfor, deare 
brother, Whc my censare and my tha tikes therfor, as she tJiat wyl 
not sutlhr you to go one fote beyond her in busy intjuiring and narow 
serching what fitt^th best for my counsel, or my warning for that 
may conserne yom* safetA^ or estate, as I haue charged this my em- 
basiiaidor to tel you more at length, as time and cause shal invite me, 
not omitting to beseche you, that as I knowe him most obsequious 
in aught that may conserne you, so hit wyl please you to shadow 
him with your grace against tlie spiritz of suche aa may fortune 
envie him but ahal never mache liim* Thus I end my tedious 
skribling, wiche you wil tho rather i>anlon for to recom pence the 
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long space that my writing hathe not spoken with you, praying the 
euer-liuing God euer to preserue you from sinistar counsel, and al 
good elz may euer befal you may prosper. 

Your most affectionat sistar and cousin, 

Elizabeth R. 
[Indorsed^'] 
Receaued from Mr. Bowes 
Feb. 1596. 



No. LX. 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 
29th JUNE 1596. COPT in Thompson ms. p. 100. 

The queen expresses astonishnent that any difficulty should be made 
about doing her right — shall a castle of hers he assailed by night and 
the offender not be delivered up to her ? — she refuses to appoint com" 
missioners in so clear a case. 

This and the two following letters relate to an atchievement which has alwajs been 
regarded as one of the most daring and best managed of its kind. A well-known 
borderer, named William Armstrong of Kinmont, or, as he was termed in song and 
amongst the people, " Kinmont Willie,*** was unCeiirly made prisoner by the deputy of the 
English warden, and was lodged in triumph in the castle of Carlisle. The Scottish 
warden, sir Walter Scott of Buccleuch, enraged at this infringement of border law, took 
an oath that he would free the captive. With the aid of a few men as daring as himself^ 
and under Csivour of a dark and stormy night, Buccleuch and his little band scaled the 
castle wall, surprised the sentries, forced their way with ploughshares and riedge hammoB 
into the inner prison, and mounting the captive upon the broad shoulders of Red Rowan, 
**the starkest man in Teviotdale,** bore him off in his irons. Elizabeth ** stormed not 
a little,^ says Spottiswood, at such an outrage, and insisted that Bnocleach should be 
deliTered into her hands. The Scotch people, mad with delight at an exploit which 
reminded them of the days and deeds of Wallace, would have defended Bncdench and 
defied the queen,* but James alter much ado procured the heroic culprit to be committed 
to custody, and after a while he was given up to Elizabeth. His distinguished modem 

• Birch'* Mem. Eliz. ii. 25, 4S, 111. 
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namonlce bat Informed us that the queen dcttrcd to lee the gallmnt chiefbln. Ha was 
takett to court, and BHzahcth. djirtuig upon htm one of her most uwfu] Lookt, a»ked 
hlni, a« he knelt at Jier foot, how he dared to stonn one of her ciuitle«. Nothing 
daunted, tlio gaUant borderer replied » " What i» there, madam, that a brave man dare not 
do ? " Kver ready to a^lmlre counge» even in her enemi«, the queen inatanil; exclaimed 
to thoM who fltood around her, " With a thousand such loaderit 1 oould shake any tliroiie 
In Chiisiendom ! '* 

Mr fleare brother, I am to ^ake with what argument my letters 
should l>o fraught, since such tliemc^ be given me as I am loth to 
finde, and am stow to recite. Yet^ since I needs itiust troate of, and 
uriwilUiigly receave, I cauuot oiiiitte to sett before you a to rare 
example of a seduced kiJig by a sinister councelL Was it ever seen 
that a prince from his cnnlle preserved from the slaughter, help up 
ill royall dignitie^ conserved from many treasons, maintiiined in all 
5ortes of kindenea, slioukl reniunerate w itii so harde a measure such 
deare deiiarts? With doulit to yealde a just treaties resix)nce to a 
lawfull fren<left deinauude? Ouglit it be jvut t^t a question whither 
a king should doe another, his like, a right ? Or ^hoidde a councell 
be dcmatmded ttieir pleasure what lie liimselfo shoulde do ? Were 
it in the nonage of the prince it niiglit have some couler, but in a 
fathers age it seameth strange, and I dare say without example, 

I am sorry for the cause that constrained the 8i>each, esi>eciaUy in 
so apert a matter, whose ni»te growes so farre^ and is of that nature, 
that it, I feju-e me, will more harme the wronger than the T\Tongefh 
For how little reganl soever be healde of me^ yet I should grieve to 
much to see you neglect your selfe, whose lion nor is touched in 
suche degree as the EngUsh, whose regard 1 dought not hut you 
have in some estcame for thcr good thoughts of you, will measure 
your love by your dtM»des, not your wc»rdes in your pa|>er. Where- 
fore, for fine, h*tt ilm suffice yuu, that I am as evill treated by 
named fn*nd as I could be liy my knowen foe. Shall anie castle or 
habitacle of nsyne lie assailed by a uight-larcyn, and shall not my 
confederal* send the oHender to his due punisher? Shall a fi'end 
Rticke at that demand that he ought rather to prevent? The law of 
kingely love would have sa-yde nay, and not, fur perswation of suche 
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as never cau nor will steed you, but dishonnor you, to keepe their 
owne rule. Lay behynde you the due regard of me, and in it of 
your selfe, who as long as you use this trade wil be thought not of 
your selfe ought, but with conventions what they wilL 

For conmiissioners I will never graunt for an act that he cannot 
deny that made ; for what so the cause be made, no cause should 
have don that And when you, with a better waighed judgement, 
shall consider, I am sure my aunsweare shall be more honorable 
and just, which I expect with most speede, as well for you as for my 
self. For other doubtfiill and httigious causes in our borders I uill 
be ready to apointe comissioners, if I shall finde them neediull, but 
for this matter, of so vilanous an usage, assure you I will never be 
so aunswered as hearers shall need. In this and many other mat- 
ters I require your trust in my ambassador, who faithfully will re- 
tome them to me. Praying Grod for your safe keepinge. 

Your loving sister and cousin, 

Elizabeth R. 



No. LXI. 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

WRITTEN l.N JULY 1596. COPT IN THOMPSON MS. P. 102. 

TliS queen reiterates her refusal to appoint commissioners to try whether 
any subject of Scotland might take a prisoner out of her castle- 
she requires the delivery of the offender for the reparation of her 
honour. 

My deere brother. The more I see your letters, reede your 
answeare, and weye your resolutions, I ever rather impose the fault 
on our ambassadors neglect, in not touching the materiall ground- 
worke of this our unkindness, than can imagine that, for your owne 
honour, thoughe all respect of us were debard, you should not weye 
so the ballances awry as that a meane mans taking, whether right 
or wrong, shold weye downe tlie poyse, that our treacherous castells 
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brejike slioIJ have no ri^lit retlresse. Netlier, if you understand it 
aright, cim we beleeve^ that if all the counsell of Scotland wold tell 
it yoii, they may cause you be persuaded, that coinmissicners should 
iieod or ou^ht trye whether any subject of yours shold take out of 
any our holds a prisoner, however taken* And therefore, do not 
lK*guylo your selfe, nor let them make you believe, that ever I will 
ptit that to a tryall as a matter donbtfull* But for the truth to be 
ktKiwen of the first taking of that tvilly man, and divers other polntes 
fsilkii r^ut betuixt our wardens, I agree very willingly to sudi an 
order, but lett the matter of greatest moment, wich is the malefact 
of your Ijoerinc, be first redrest And il" such a treachery had bene 
cormuitted by a man that either ought for deere affection (won him 
by Ids demerites), nay if not by such as whose deeds in publick 
(what.soever in private) hath well shewed his small regard of your 
conunands, I might have borne with your partiality ; but if you re- 
member his fonner forgomg deeds, as well in yimr realme as witli- 
out, I shall need lesse to solicite my honom* and his riglit. Where 
you yeld that if sucli causes be not ever adjudge^l Iry such like man- 
ner of comnussioners you*l yeld U) what censure of yours I shold 
choose, I will lothely take such advantage. For 3'f you ever found 
that it wei-e put to tryall whitlier such a \iolent entrye were laufull, 
or that the malefactor was nut rendi*ed, I will wage my credit of 
that wager. And uhen you planiely nowc do see my true meaning 
of repaire of honor, which so lately hath been blotted, and howc no 
desii-ebf quarrelling for tryfles, nor backwanbies in fairfifull affec- 
tion, wich you never shall findo to quaylo but your owne dcsart, I 
hope at length you mil postpose your ncwe advisei-s, and i-emember 
her who ncvex yet omitted any part that might conceme a most 
faithfull frendshipjKrs love. And for such one hold me still, tliat 
whatever nhe hears, yea by your owne, will never trust but yuu, as 
God best knowes ; wLome I beseech inspyre you ever the b«^t 

Your most affectionate sister. 
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JAMES TO ELIZABETH, 
17ni 4V6I79T, 1596, copr i^ THOicrsojc Ui^ f. 80« 

The king understandmg that the only thiiiff the queen requiree in 
reference to BaecleucA'^ attempt^ is the reparatwn of her honour, 
temindtd bf/ the bnach of her castle^ has conunanded BtwcUitcJi into 
ward^ and rtqiie^t^ to be/uriher informed of her minti herein, 

Mmlaine and dearest sister, I perceaue by voure last letter that 
the onlie thing ye stikke at concerning Bukleuchis attempt is, that 
your honoure maye onlie be re|»aired thairin, and for all otlicr qoas- 
tionable matteris, ye are content that with all expedition they may 
be handeled b\' comissioneris. Suirlie, mailatne, my mistaking yoiir 
meaning quhill nou in that matter hath bene the cause of my so long 
delaye to satisfie you thairin^ for, in respect of your ambaasadouris 
first complainte in that matter, cravmg first fvUng* and tlien detiueriey 
I coolde not but tiiinke, that, aooarduig to the custome euer ob- 
semad in border C4iuse€i, anc ordinarie forme of tryell behoued to 
preceide ane ordinarie punishement ; but since I do nou finde it is 
only your honoure ye resj>t*ct heirin, hurt by the breache of your 
castell^ suirlie^ as I ualde be loathe to graunte to any iniquitie in the 
forme [of] a^quall justice or muttiall redresse betuixt oure tuo regimes, 
so uill I be als loath» on the other pairt, to giue you cause to thinke 
that any prince in Europe uolde be so cairfuU to preserue your hi>- 
notnre from all bleniislie as I, without regarde to the appetlt of 
quhatsiuneuer the l>est subiect in my lande. Both nearness of 
bkKxie and thankefolnese bindes me so to do^ and since I haue neuer 
bene ather actoure or oonsentaire to yoiu* harme or dishonoure in any 
SQite, I wolde be wrie to beginne so Imdlie al this iyiae, and to giue 
yoii sum proofe tbiirof, I haue without, yea mther ^gaiK*s the ad* 
uyoe of any, comandit in uainle tlie partie qabomirit!i yo are 
offiendit, that it may be sene I will not allou of uy tliii^ that ye 
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miclit int^*rprete to be ane offence unto yow^ nuhill I maye be farther 
infonncHl of yoiir mynde herein ; qnhich I pray you to haiste, toge- 
ther with 8iim speedie and indelaycd order for coramissioneris, as I 
wrote to you in my last For I doubt not it grcuis your conscience 
to heaiv the smarte that the pfjor ones daylie receaues of all hmirUs, 
and this insolence of borderaris can neuer be stayed but by commis- 
sioneris^ quliairfore I once againe praye you to hasten thaniCj with 
als few ceremonies as maye be, that all delaye may be escheuid. 
And thus, pra}ang you to excuse and take in good paiii: my long de- 
laye of satisfeijig your honoure, quhiche I hartelie pray you to 
impute tt> my mistaking, as I haue alh-eaddie declairid^ I couiitt \'ou, 
madame and dearest sister, to the pmtection of the Allmichtie, qiiho 
motte still continue to giue you a victorious succe^se ouer all youre 
enemies. From Dumfermliug, the 17 of Auguste, 1596. 

Your most louing and affectionate brother and cousin, 

jAAfES R. 
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5t» JAKtTAIlT l&L»*i-7. COPY TN THOMrSON MS. P. 104. 

77i€ queen mediateif fjciween ifie king and the menJben of the Idrk, who 
/tad ortTHiudaciau/ily madu nn attempt to remedy wme injurious act* 
tending^ <w iJiey believed^ to the overthrow of presbyt^rianmn^ 

Tbk lifter hu rofarence to an aproar which took pTjioe in Edinburgh on Uie 17tli 
DectfinHer 161^6, Jamil h»A pcnnitted the Rom&a enthollc earla to rettim to ScntJand, 
•od wv en<]cnvoiiring to bring ahoat an arrangement for their partial restoration Ui thoir 
Htalti and honouri. The attempt oxctted the over-zeaJoua leaders ot tlic kirk hejrond :lU 
IwnndA of roaaon. The people adopt^^d the feeling* of thi.*ir miaiAtern, and outran their indis- 
cretion* Tbo king wju nUrmcd by a tcditious tumult which threatened danger to hii 
perison, IJo quitu^d fklinburgh in imtignation, romovod the eourt« of justice, intenlieted 
U\» nohltia from rcwjrting to Uie rebellioun city, and aA»t'niblerl nt Falkland an aroiy of 
Htgblanderk and BurdervrB* with whom be UirvalirncKl to take summanr vengeance. The 
ciliteniy itartled and terriJIed at tJio uiiwonUHl vigour of their offended sovereignf armed 
th0tnii#1ir0i and barrftwdeil thmr h<mtei, agMtiil thti *3ip4«ted attack; and the hwt news 
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which EltzBbeth cotUd have neear^A when ibe vrote the foUowing letter wis, tK»t Jmixt^ 
bad ordered the leading mhiUt«n to he ureited, and was himndt ad%&Qciiig to takif 
military puMiMJon of his capital. The addidonal nuaMitur perhaps had raaefa^d her. tiiat the 
aneieot city was to be delivered up to tha mofcj of tfa« aontiieni thieves, under the cam- 
naad of that totj Klninont Willie whoae aptnre had ooeaaaoned the «tonning of the 
oastle of Ciarlisle bf Scott of Buccleoch. Jamea entered Cdiobtuigh with hia miUlsuy 
goari on the lat Jaouarj, 1596-7* The provoal and leading eittten* made « •ubouMoa 
on tbdr knees. James inflicted a long harangne apon them, and made uae of the 
advantage which he had gained over the too- impetuous kirk, to effect the introdncCioD of 
variona Important alterations in eccleuasdcal government. 

My deare brother, Yf a rare accident and an ill welcome newes 
had not broken my long silence^ I had not now used my penes^ 
sjieach, being to careful! of yom' quiet, and myndfiiU of your safed^ 
to omitt the expressing of both, by letting yon knowe howe un- 
timely I take this new-begone frensie, that may urge you to take 
such a course as may bring into opinion the verefVing of such 
sclaunder as you have vowed to me to be farre from your thought. 
In this sort I meane it. Some raeml^ers of the churchy with their 
companies^ have over-audacious ly imboldned themselves to redrcfise 
some injurious acts that they fejired might overthrow their professioii^ 
wich though I graunt no king for the manner ought bear« the sanie^ 
yet at the instant, when the newe-come banished lords bo returned, 
and they seen, wincked at, witliout restraint, and spring growing oil, 
when promised succour was attended, togetlier vnth many lettres 
from Rome and elsewhere sent abroad to tell the names of men 
authorised from you (as they say, though I hope fiilselj) to asstiro 
yoiu* conformitie, as tymQ may serve you, to establish the dangerous 
partie and fayle your oi^Tia I wayle in unfa^Tied sort tliat any just 
cause should be given you to call in doubt so disguised an act, and 
hujie that you M^ill so trye out tliis cause as that it harme not to you, 
though it rujTie them. You may of this be sure, tliat if jx>u make 
your strength of so sandy a foundation as to call to your a yd such 
ayders as be not of your flock, wheiias the one syde be foulish, rash, 
headlong, and brainesick, yet such as most defend you for them- 
selves, ha\ing no sure anchonagip if you fayle Uiem, and the oilier 
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who have other props to siistayne them though they lack you, yea 
such as thogh your private love to their persons may inveagle your 
eyes not to pierce to deep into their treason, yet it ia well knowen 
what their many petitions for foreine ayd miglit have intended* to 
your j)en*ill and countries wrack, for aeldome comes a stronger to a 
weaker soyle that thralls not the poeaeesor, or dangers at last* I trust 
you tliink no lessc, or else they must justify themselves to con- 
demme you, for without your displeasiu*e not feared for such a fact, 
no answere can sheild tliem fixmi blame. Now to utter you my 
folly in being busy in others affayres, I suppose you will not mislike, 
since the som-ce of all is care of your good, with desyre that nought 
be done that may imbolden the enemy, decrease your love, and en- 
danger your surety. This is, in smnme, the f\Tie whereto I tend, and 
Gotl I beseech to direct your hart in such sort as you please not 
your worst subjects, but make all knowe hi a measure what is fitt 
for tliem, and make difference betweno error and malice. So God 
blesse you with a true thought of 

Your most affectionat sister, tliat means your best, 

E. It 



No. LXIV. 

EUZABETH TO JAMES. 
4t0 iATivkRY 1597-8, corr i?i TUOMnoM vs. r. 106. 

Tki qu0m eajh Jaunts U> account, in tlw angriest and most pamonai^ 
mann^i/or some words said to be spoken by him in his parliament^ 
respecting her. She has sent Bowes to him for an e^rplination. 

The jNirticiiUr w<yr<li which occwiioiiod Uio following indignant Letter luvc not been 
fmnil. Th« pftrluuncnt alluded tu iiiembled at Edinburgh on the VSih December 
1597* Ttie BowM who b monticmed u the bearer of thu ktter wu lir WUlkm. Robert 
BowWi wbo tnwwfl eo many jma^ of hb lif« In Beotl&nd aa Oie EogU^ unbun^or 
fvldfint In ibat coontr;, dt»d at B«rwick, and waa buried there on the 10th Deeember pfe- 
0«4(tig tilt) date of thU letter. 

When tlie fir»t blast of a strange vnvsed smd aild hard-of sounde 
CAWD. Skor. a 
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had pearsed my ears, I supposed that flyeing fame^ who with swift 
quills ofte paseth with the worst, had brouojht report of some un- 
trothe : but when to to many records in your open parliament were 
witnesses of such pronounced wordes, not more to my disgrace tliau 
to your dishonor, who did forgett that (above all otlier rtgarde) a 
princes word ought utter naught of any, much less of a kingi tliaii 
such as to which tnithe might say, " Axnen." But * your neglecting 
all care of yourself, (what danger of reproche, besydes somewhat ek, 
m%ht light uppon [y^ou]), you have chosen so unseemly a th^une to 
cbaige your only carefiill friend withall, of such matter as (were tow 
not amased in all senses) could not have been expected at your hands ; of 
«;ach imagined vntnithes as never were once tliought of in our tyme, 
1 doe wonder what evyll spiritts have possest you, to set forthe so 
infamous devyses, void of any shewe of trothe^ I am sorry that 300 
have so wilfiiUy fiJen from your best stay, and will needs thiowe 
your self into the hurlpole of bottomles discreditt. Was the hast soe 
great to bye to such oprobry, as that you would pronounce a ne%*er- 
thoughtH)f action afore you had but asked the question of her that 
best could teU it ? I see well wee tvvo be of veiy different natures^ 
for I vowe to God I would not corrupt my tonge with an vnknoweu 
report of the greatest foe I have, muche lesse could I detract my 
best-deserving freinde with a spott so fowle as scarsly may ever l)e 
outraised. Could you roote the desire of gif^es of your subjects 
vppon no better grounde than this quagmire^ wich to passe you 
scarcely may, without the slii^[ie of your own disgrace ? Shall im- 
bassage be sent to forayne princes laden with instru^ons of your 
raishe advised chaige ? I assure you the travaile of yodir creasad 
words shall [^isse the boundes of to many landes, with an imputation 
of suche levytie, as when the true sonnshine of my sincere dealing 
and extraortlinary care ever for your safety and honor shall over- 
shade to fear the drmme and mvstie clowdcs of latae invectrves^ 
I new yel loved you so little as not to mowie yonr infiuBooa 
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iaaifBg6 wicb you are in m>iide. We see tlmt my self sliaU 
posaosse more princes wytiiess of my causeless injuries, which I 
could have wished had passed no seas, to testefy such memorials of 
your wrougea. Bethink you of suche dealinges, and set your labour 
uppon such mends as best may. Though not right, yet salve some 
peeco of this over-slypp. And be assured, that you deale with such 
a kingo as will beare no wronges and iodure [no] infamy. The 
examples have ben so lately seen as they can hardly lie forgotten, of 
a farr mightier and potenter prince than many Europe bathe, Looke 
you not tlierefure that without large amends I may or will sluppcr* 
up such iiifljgnitie^. Wo have sent this bearer, Bowes, whome you 
may safely credit, to signifie such particularities as fits not a leters 
talk. And so I recomend you to a l)etter mynde and more advyac*d 
conclusions. Praying God to guide you ibr your best, and delyver 
you from synister advise, as descryetli* 

Your more reilyer sister than your self 
hathe done, fur that is fitt, 

Elizabetu K* 



No. LXV. 

JAMES TO ELIZABETH. 

WAiTTKM IK rxuRUAtiYi 1507-8. copy i!f taoMrsoN us. p. 60. 

Jamet repliei to EllzabeilC^ accusations against him contmned in fier last 
passionate letter^ which he hadalreadtf answered to sir William Bowes 
— he sends to her the abbot of Kinloss, 

Thu letter ii Jftmei'M r«p1j lo No. LXl V. Ttie fallowing exttvct firom Tjtlcr^s Sool- 
bud allbirdt ft partial illustmtion of Uio ntihjtKt which bftd ejcclt«d the Miger of Uie qoMii; 
but the hurtoriftn h«d iu»l te^ti th« letter we hare just |>ritit«!tl, ** On the arrivftl of air W. 
Bowm ftt th« Sootliili court he foand tho kiog^ mind Bntirely occupied bj one gr«ftt tati- 
)tM3t— litH iitte to the English throne after the death of the queen. . . . From hb abfter- 
Tfttioiu the amVukflodiir dreaded that the rojal mind waa beginning to be alicnat«d from 
EoglAnd; and in hii ftnt interview James oertainlj eiprened liinucif with tome bittemeM 



* Tki» ub«;iire eonclitiicm if printed aa It ttand* in our MS. 
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agminit Elizabeth. Tlie oxpootuktiouft oddreaaed to htm by bb good sister, he Mid| wer* 
utineoeiBaril^ jihnrp. She aocaeed him of dtEmnbUed friendliness of foreign predilectiooJi, 
of croduHty and forwardnett ; bnt ho mnst retort th»e epithets, for he had found h«r 
too reiulj to believe what was untrae, mud to condemn liim unheard. It wu true that 
trben be law other eompetitorB for the crown of England endeavouring, in every way, 
to advance their own titleaT and even making personal applications to tlie queen, he had 
begun to think it time tn look to bit just claim, and to interest his frienda in bit behalf. 
It waa witli thla view be had required aaaislauee from his people to fomiflh ambasMidora to 
Tadoutt foreign powers. This surely he was entitled to do : but any thing which had been 
reported of him beyond thb was fidaej and his desire to entertain all kindly offices ^itb 
hii good fliatcr of England continued as strong aa it bad been during bis whole life/* 
(is. 276-3.) Be-sidea tho verbal reply given to sir William Bowes , James sent Ed^'ard 
finice of Kinloss to EH%abeth with the followtng written answer. 

Madame and dearest sister, Altlioch I hadd sufficientlie purged to 
youre kite ambassadoure, sir William Bowis, the calumniouse and 
Tintreu reportis tliat came to youre eares of me, yett I cotilde not sa- 
tlsfey myself without sending one of my owin unto you, als uell Uj 
mforme you more amplie of the treuth thalnjf^ aa to tiu*ne ouer most 
justlie on youre selfe that ouer-hastie credulitie quhiche in your letter 
ye lave so sharpelie to my clnu-ge. No farther will I ansoure parti- 
cularlie to %'our letter, since it bceoninies me not to stryue \vith a 
ladie, especialUe in that airt quhairin thiui'e sexe moste excelUs ; but, 
bcleiie me, I take not unkyndelie your passionate letter, both because 
it uas but preuelie wiitten to my seli', as lykeuayes because I per- 
ceaue sparkis of loue to shyne throuch tlie middest of the tliiccest 
clouddis of passion that ar thaire sett doun. And, indeede, I must 
confesse, if I had any wayes bene guiltie of that quhairuith ye 
charged me, I hadd desemed uorse at your liande then so kynde and 
homelie a reproofe as it uas, althoch it was bitter ; but amardium 
tree citttoriii rtuJint4'fjratiOf quhiche makes me to tiniste that the frultis 
of our contesthig shtdl be sweet, althoch tlie buddis tlisiii'of Wiiirre 
souro. And, for my pairt, I am onlio to continue with you in that 
olde contention of honest amitie, for quhiche effect I haue sent unto 
you m>' ambassadoiu", tlie abbot of Kinlosse, qidioni I hairteho pray 
you fauourabli to heare and truste, as one for quhose honestie and 
plainnes I will be ansourable* And thus, with my earnest prayeris 
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tu the Allniichtie for j our pHj^^peritie, I hairtelie praye you, madame 
and dearest sister, euer to make full acconipte of me, as of 
Youre most louuig and affectionate brother and cousin, 

JA3IES R, 
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ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 
1 IT J US' Y 1598* c?orr ih tnoMfso?r us. f, 128. 

7%^ giu^en asaures Janus that she u not of so mperom a ncUujt as to 
supposty or have a tttouyht^ that lie is guilty of an offence charged 
against hint. 

Tbk and tbe Uiree following letters rebte to aq occuMtloD brought agmin«t Jiuncs by a 
peiBon oamecl Talentine ThomsA. Being in cu»tody for tbeft^ tbb mi«cr«ant took u[>on him 
to charge James wUli a design a^Jtist the Ufa of Elixabetb. Very jealous of hi& fknio iu a 
matter in which he was dearl; gailileaa* and apprehensive lest political malice might rerivo 
the fiitfte charge agairuit him during «ome future pouiblestrun^gle for the throne of England, 
Staskm was aiuinuft that bia iniioceucy shuuld be made* upiiaretit by aome produeible 
doCDmciitafy erideuce* Elisabeth on her port wvmA to have thought that Jamee waa 
imtli«r iinneceaHirily icniitiTe upon tlie lubject. The date of the prc^nt letter ii derived 
from Tytler^ SootJaodi ijl. i4U. A eop^ of it exiata in the State Paper Olfiee. 

My deere brother, Suppose not that my silence hatlie any other 
ix>ote then hatinge to uuike an argument of my writing to you that 
should molest you or trouble nie, being most desirous that no 
mention mifrht once be made of so vilJanous an act, especially tluit 
niitfht but in wi»rd tuuche a sacred fK^rsone, But nowe I see that 
9o lavishly it hath ben used [by the] aucthor thereof, that I can 
refraine no longer to make you partaker thereof sincerely, from the 
begiiming to this hower, of all that hath {»roceiic^L And for more 
sjieed have sent diarge \^ith Bowes, to utter aU without Jxaud or 
^ruile, assurint? you that fewe things have displeased me more since 
our tii'st amities. And charge you in Gods name to belyve, tl^t I 
am not of so %nperotts a nature to suppose or have thereof a thought 
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against yoii, but shall make the deviser have his desert, more for 
that then ought els. Referring my self to die true trust of this 
gentlemanj to whome I Ix^eeche you pue Ml affiance in all he shall 
assure you on my behalf. And so God I beseech to prosper you 
with all his graces, as dothe desire. 

Your most affectionat syster. 



No. Lxva 



JAMES TO ELIZABETH. 



WlUTCraf in JITLT OB AVOrBf 1S9& CXIPV IK TeOlCTMN 1I& K 18* 

7%e king has sent an ambassador to inform the queen what he tetahes to 
be done for the clearing of his honour in reference to the slandem 
raiied by a base villain — wishes all his dealings respecting her usere 
written in a book laid open before her. 

Madame and dearest sister, I haue nou, according to my promeise 
in my other letter, directted unto you the bearer heirof, my seruande^ 
quhomby ye shall be iufoiTiaedj quhat 1 crane for clearing my 
honotire anent these sklanders quhiche tliat base uillaine hath raised 
ujjon me; quhmrin I doubte not but yomv honaure and loue to- 
wardis me wiU moue you not to see me iimocentlie wronged- The 
particulars heirof I will not trouble you with by longsume letter, but 
remittis thaijne to his declaration, together with sindrie other things 
quhaim ith I ame fidselie charged, as God shall juge me. For, on 
my honoure, I wolde wishe that all the direct or indirect dealmgs 
that ever I hadde, that micht conceme your ^)ersone or state, waire 
in a booke laid oppen before you, and then you wonlde see, that no 
subject of Englande hath kept himself cleererof any giulty [Uiought] 
agmnst you then I haue done, euer since I was borne* 

I haue lykewayes comniandit Iiira to dealle with you in chnierse 
other tilings, quhairin I also praye you to giue him a fauorable earo 
and truste. As for ttiis foule attempt uinni the Itoixlouns, quhainif 
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I latelie wrote unto yon, I doubte notliing of the equitie of your 
judgement in kaice yc be treidie Infonned, but I knou youre officers 
on that bordui*e will nialce the faulk* to seeuie luito you ak sniall 
and licht as they can ; but consider thaye are fiaiities, and detemiiiii' 
according to richt. And thus, madanie and dearest sister, I recom- 
mende yon to the tuition ut' tlie Alhiiiclitie. 

Your most louing and aflectionate brother and cousin, 

James R. 



No. LXVIfL 

ELIZABETO TO JAMES. 
26tii dbcbmber 1596. corir in tuoureon us* p« 109. 

t has signed a patetit reacting James's mnoceticy of the aecttsa- 
tim of Valentine Thomm^ which he might have asked of niany kings in 
vain — slie semh him a neuMjears gift of good adptee. 

The argument of my letter, my deare brother, if it should have 
the theame that youi' messengers late euibassade did cheeflye ti'eate 
ot\ would yeld snche a terror to my hand that my pen should scai'ce 
aflbrd a right ortographie to the words it wrote. Umiamhig there- 
fore what it was, it may suffice that you nor other king ever mett 
with a better mjTide nor a rarer intent^ wich hath bene well as fullc 
uttered, by my signature to such a graunt as I supjK>8e you niigljt 
have asked of manie kings and lackt such a lumiture. But I for- 
thinke it not, with a tnist tliat in all other matters that may coiicerne 
my self or state we shall bo rightlye aunswered with e<pmll care and 
unfayned kindness. In this you shall strengthen yourself and 
render me my dewe. The best newe yeai's guifte tliat I can geve 
you for this cominge year shall be, that in youi" greatest causes you 
heede well from what spirits the counsells that you will fbllowe do 
como, and God send you his grace to make a trewe scandin betwLx 
what 18 pretended jmtl ment^ And judge a-rightly twixt what 
fteenis may l)e your best, and tliat must needs be in deede. So shall 
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yon never do ought that may indaiiger yourself with thought to ilo 
you good, nor wrong your best friend that means jou but good and 
yet will not abyde a ^Tonge, And for your own dominions, I wish 
you guide them so as no innovators mar the fasshion of your old 
govemmenteL Diseases there be in showe not dangerous, but in con- 
tinuance perillous. Thus will I end, with this request, tliat you 
[consider] the mind of the giver, not the meanesse of the guifte, 
which proceedeth from her that desireth of God a good grant to 
these my wishes. 

Your most affectionate sister and cousin, 

R 

This gentleman, I assure you, hathe acquitted himself very faith- 
fully [and] discreetlye in his charge. 



No. LXIX. 

JAMES TO ELIZABBTH. 

WUTTEX FBOIUBLT BX&LT IJV 1599. COPt tJV THOmnON MM^ r, 40v 

The king $tai$8 a variify of obj^etuma to a patent setU him by qusm 
Eiizah^ m mndkoAon of hit konmtr from the foul atemaJticm af 
VaUniine Thonvas^ and craves a ftrther didaratim ofku umoomwi^ 

Madame and dearesl abler. Since the retumo of my seraaiile 
Foulis, I fannde my self uncessantlie prikked by the lawe of thai 
honest trdmdshippe quhiche I beare unto you, to luusten unto ytm^ 
hou ^pone tny laiser micht any w^ayes {^ennitte me, tlie treu pour- 
traite of my thochtis upon that ansouni to my most juste petitionee 
quhiche it pleased you, by the haudis of [my} saidje sentimte» to re- 
tume unto me. 

Th& ground of my requeste was, to be fineed of that, as unc»ii as 
iBjht imputatkm and calttmnietp layd against m« by ao infiunouae a 
villabes seduced thairlo itiiir by his owin sctf-low!. ^otkiag tltairby 
the fiutbeatpof tlioch most detestable doaih» or elb by my tnaladoiia 
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thoch undeseruid Imittores, Not that I moiit, ar neid it, to craue to 
be made clear of any snche treaehcfrouse attempts, qiiliaii'of indeed 
I euer was most clcare, but that my effectual innocencie micht be 
maid knouin, quhiche nou iiiaye iu sura measure be obscimd by 
murmuring surmyses flouing from tliis fllthie spring. But, as for 
the meanis for attaining to the same, I remitte you to youre owin 
memorie quhat choice and diuersitie of thaime I maid to hi* projjoned 
unto you, and in endc relayed ray cheifest siu'etie thairin upon 
youre owin deuyce, quhiche out of youre owin uisdome, tempered 
with youre k^-ndest loue touardis me, I looked ye woulde fynde out. 
But nou, quhen I liane r^-pelie confident and weyed* in the luste 
ballance.^ of a i-easonable and unpassionate judgement, the true force 
pith of youre ansoiu-e, I must plainly confesse, except I wolde 
line with you, quhiche is the foulest erroure that in a mutual freind- 
ship can be comitted, that I cannot finde, m any jMjinte thairof, ajiy 
thing neir to ray iuste satisfaction* For, first, in your patent, the 
narration thairln dechiires it to be onlie obtained by im|K»rtmiitie, and 
the conclusion tliairof tti be rather ane allouance uf your owui goode 
conceipte that it hath pleased you to take of me, then any ac- 
knonledgement of my many good and honorable deserts at youre 
hande. And quhiuras ye declare tJiairin, that ye oueht to giue ac^ 
counte of any of your actiones to no mortall creature, I knou very 
well that it becummis none that enjoies suche places as we both doe^ 
ather to giue aceompte or Iik? judgit by any, and thairfbre, as I neuer 
thocht to craue the one, so tliink I rieuer to submitte myself in tlie 
otiier. So that, quhairas my expectation uas, that by your i)atent 
ye sholde haue declairid, that, as by the lawis of all nations, the 
Jxure and single alledgeance of so infamouse and base a uilkine, cold 
ijig focirthe no bleamishe to the honoure and fame of one of mj 
fBnke and calling, so had yom-e ex|)erience of my k^Tidc and honest 
behauioure touarilis you at all tymes, justlie preserued you from 
harbourmg in youre bairte the least iotto of sus|iicion of me, in such 
a cace ; (juliairwith, as yc restit fullie ^lersuadit within youreself, so 
wished ye all to quhose kiiouledge tliat patent uulde cmn, to rest in 
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that fiill assurance of my honourable irniocenco quhiehe the goode 
lawis of all nations, and the proofe of my by-paste hehauioure, woWe 
in all reason obtaine of thaime. I can, by tlio contnirie, collecte 
notliing of your patent, but, as the graunte tlieirof seemis to lie 
thraum out by importunitie, iind not uillinglie obteaincd by good 
uill, so by the delaiting of the nertuouse merites of your owin 
incHnation, and of youre raanifbhle benefites bestowid upon me, the 
substimce tliairof seeming rather to tende to the agrauating of my 
ingratitud, m kace I uaire guiJtiej then to the clearuig of my inno- 
cence, since nathcr your uertuouse inclination in judging others by 
the measure of youre owin qu:Uitics, nor yet youre owin knouledge of 
your good deserts touardis me, can carie any forther proofe then 
quhat of reason I should doe, but not quhat indeid I haue done ; 
otlieruayes all uertuouse and mnocent persomiis uolde euer be as 
free from the perrill of ressauing as deserving any causeles iniuric^ 

And next, quhairas I craned, tliat by some acte or statute, order 
micbt be geuin for the cancelling and razing of any thing in his 
ind>%^ment or deposition that micht concenie me^ that, as I assure 
myself, ye putt no doubt in your owin liairte of my innocence, so ye 
miciit thairby remoue alJ occasions quhairby I micht be caJunmiated 
at any time hearafter, I liaue onlic ressaued a coppie of Ins indyte- 
ment and a generall smimic of his deix^sitions ; a fanonr qidiiche by 
no hiw coulde be refuse<l to [the] caitit'e himself at his leding out to 
the execution. And as (or the omission of my name out of the indyte- 
ment, quiche notuitlistantling containes tlie specialities of the alleadgit 
practises, and place qulmire the same was deuysed, qulnche is fullio 
rclatiue to Ins depositions qiiliairin my name is plainelie mentionated, 
I can thinke it no greater grace then that my name is (for tlie fa^on) 
skraijied out of the texte but well retiiined in the glosse or comen- 
tfurie. He Is indyted for practising according to his owin confeslon, 
and in the same confession, by quhiche means only this practise is 
reuealed, I ame pluinlie named and aceusid* 

And for fuisoure to my last petition, quliairm I craned, tliut ii' my 
satisfaction could not presentlie be agreed u|)an, tlie [»ersone of tlia 
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catife micht at least be detiiined imexcM^uted quliiH sum mare sare 
and honorable wayc of his trj^all and my clearing micht be found out, 
ye haue only, into the middest of a priui letter written to your agent, 
maid him a genera)! promcisc thairin, as long as ye shall finde me 
contineu in my gunde beliauioiu^e touardis you. 

Thus farr haue I thocht goode treulie and honestlie to commimi- 
cate my myndo mito you concerning your laite ansourcj quliichc I 
jiroteste is no uayos done for building up groundis of misconteote^ 
ment thairby^ but only least ye should decexiue yourself, in thinking 
me, if I had remabied sylent, satisfeid with yoinr ansoiy\> ; for as a 
prbce, it becummis me not to faine, and as youre freind, I uaire 
feultie if I should dissemble. My requeste, then, is onlie that ye 
wolde patiently and graueUe consider upon the pramissis, and lete 
me by youre direett ansoure l>e resolued, if, in your judgement, you 
diinke my petitions reasonable; and since the gi^omide of my requeste 
is only tliat ye uolde help, not to cle-are me of this false and filthie 
calumnie, but only Ili derlaire me to be tlie thing I ame indeid, 
vouchsafe then, by some honorable meanis, to giue me onlie that 
quliiche of myself I fullie doe possesse, persuading to the worlde to 
beleue that quhicli in your owin concience and knouledge ye are 
surelie persuadit of. Considder, it is craued by him qulio hath euer 
bene your most constant freinde, quho neuer at any time did so 
Enoch as once conceale anithing that micht inqiort the hiuine of your 
persone or state, and that the gi-aunting my requeste will tende 
as well to the honoure of die gi-aunter as the a'auer. And thus, 
craning [)ardon for my faschuuse long samnes, and rude plainnes, us 
proceiding from a honesle and frindlie hairt, I comitt you, niadamo 
and dearest sister, to [tlie] tuition of the ilUmichtie, 

Your most louhig and affectionate brother and cousin, 

jA3f£S R. 
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No. LXX 

JAMES TO ELIZABETH, 

WBITTSN KiLALT lH SKPTENHER 1600. COnf lH THOHnOM 1 



P. 61. 



Thanh to the queen for wnpratit hit tons uponJmne/s escape front a hie 
treacherous practise — answer to t/ie charge of hamng prepared tk§ 
queerCs funeral — oho to the acematicn of intending to sell his 8on to 
the pope. 

On the 5th Auguit 1600, occurred that mcinomhle mcident in the life of Jani« ft&d 
in the laktory of Scotland^ the outbreak of the Goalie conipiracj, Eliz&heth (tent sir Hvniy 
Brnncker to cungr&tulatu Jaraew upon his eacapo, but she was excited against the Scottiih 
mormrcli tit tho timci, by the discovery that he had been id correspondence with Estsex^ &nd 
unit&il with her congnUulatlon an accusauon that he had been acceisory to the prepanition 
of her funeral^ "long;/'' she continued^ "ere, I suppase, their laboare ihall be nee<Uul.** 
In the same letter^ or in the in»truc!tiun» to her ambassador, she also taunted the Scottish 
sovereign with hi* reported intention to " i^tdl hi» son to the pop© " — a strange aecoAation, 
which had iU origin in a proposal, certainly made by an agent of James, that prince Henry 
ihonid bo hrought up in the Roman catholic faith. (Tytler^s Sc4>tlandf ix. S94.] The 
following letter contains Jame^ii'a answer to these manifold aceusations. 

Madiime and dearest sister, As by yonre caiHuU and most suddaine 
dispatche of tliis honorable geiitlenian, yoiire fiiiiiiljai*e and tnistie 
seruand, for congnituling with me for nvv laite unexpected esca[je 
from so treaclierouse a practise, ye haiie geuen a most eiiident and 
honorable proofe of tlio continuance of your cairfnU and sinceai'e lone 
t^nvardis ine, so can I do no more but by i>emi to assm*e you of my 
thankeiulnes, i|uliill it please God to otter sum occasion that by 
effectis I maye more uiiely expresse it unto you. In this I can say© 
no more, but, as in this office of kyndnes touardJs me, ye banc farre 
praueined all other kings my confederatis, m haue ye justlie a<iu}Ted 
the first phice of loue m my hairt before thaime all. And that ye 
may haue the more maitter to [traise G<xl for my saiftie, I haue 
^larticularlie, out of my owin mouti), acquainted youre ambassadoiure 
with the quhole circumstances of that odiouse facte. 

And quhairas ye appeare to diarge me wit}i the prepairing un- 
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tymtmslie of your ftinerallis, I cannot aneucli iionder, that^ Botwitb- 
standing botli of the uiiriclitnes of my nieiining, and that long since I 
Imne oftentymcs geuen you fid] satisfaction in that pointy youre earis 
shoulde yett be so op|K.'n to such as goes about, by all the meanis 
they can, tu burie and abolij*ht\ by the force of lyes and cahuntiies, 
that hfippie ainitie standing betuixt us ; as appearis well by suche 
uylc and false reportis quliairwith I porseaue they doe dayhe fill 
yoiu* eains. But as for piu-ging me of all these surniyses, I will 
Oldie repeate my formex attestations of my euer upricht and honest 
course in all that con cemid your |)erson or state, meriting more faith 
then all thaii- knauisiie pratling ; so wold I, on the other pairt, wnshe 
you to be that faiT acquainted wuth my disposition, that I neuer har- 
boureil suche base thochtis as, for any respectis that can be imagined, 
to sell the sniallest pairt of my cuntrey, rauche lesse my sonne, to 
any pope or prince in the worl Je. No ! I neuer thocht so baselie, as 
that ather myself, or my sonnis person, or eilucation, shouhle be in 
the reuereiice of any pope, king, or qneen lim'ng. For, althoch I 
tlianke God I be in friendship with all the christiane princes in 
Europe, yett my dealing with any of thaime shall, uith Goddis 
grace, be so honorable, as I shall neuer neid to be ashamed thairof. 
But, hauuig pailiculiiidie matle luisoure to youro lunbassadom* upon 
enerie pai'ticulau*e heade of this fiUse imputations, I reraitte me to his 
report tbaiiin, wishiug at God that ye waire as farre upon all the 
aecreatc coimsayles of my hairt towardis you as myself is. And 
thus, tearing to uearie you with my raggit seribling, I comitte you^ 
madame and deai'est sister, tn tlie tuition of tlie Alnuchtle* 

Your most louing brother and cousin, 
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Na LXXI, 
ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

WRITTEK IN JtPBlt IflOl. COPT IN THOMPSOM MS. P. 110. 

21le queen's anj^kty to bww what were ilie griefs whidi occasiofied him 
to send the Itearers to her as ambassadors' fJiey have all been 
ansteered two years ago — warm him against underhand dealing 
icith fier subjects — a bird of t/ie air will utter t/te matter to an hottest 
king, 

Jiunos's MiJtiety in reforenco to tlio Buccession to tljo English throne increaaed with 
etvry yeftriB incroftse of Elizabeth's ago and infirmities. He omittod no opportunity of 
sending «ome of his principal nervanta to the English conrt rather a« spies than aiabasKi- 
don, and when exeusei for embajisies were long in coming he invented or imagined thtiia 
rather than lose the advantages to he deriveil fit»in the matnnng of h»» prospective phuis* 
The present emhaasy was one of the Utter kind. The earl of Mar and the ahb<Jt of Kin- 
loftf) weru thif messengers —the ** woU-choaen couple*^'' as tliej are termed by Elizabeth in 
the following lottor. Tlie avowed ohjecta of tht^ir mi»ioD may b© gathered from the ni^itt 
fnocseeding letter; their privau^ inHtructiona may h« read In llaileA^s Secret Corrvspond- 
enoe <rf Cecil, p, 9, Mr, Tytkr has also folly detailed the whole circumatancea in hia 
BMoTj of Scotlaad, ix, 373. 

My good brother. At the first readinge of yoiir letter, albeit I 
woudred nmcht? what springs your grieves might have of any of my 
actions^ who knowea my self most clear of aoy just cause to breed 
you auy armoy, yet I was well lightned of my marva> le wlien you 
deidt so kinglye with me, not to let them bai^bom* in your brest, but 
were contented to send me so well a chosen couple, that might utter 
and receave what you raeime, and what I shoxdd relate. And when 
my greedy will to koowe dyd sturre me, at first accesse, to roquyre 
an ease with speed of such matters^ I found by thcm^ that the 
prjiicyijaU causes were the self same in i>art tliat the lord of 
Kjulosse had two yeares past and more imparted to me, to whomo, 
and to others your ministers, I am sure I have given so good 
satisfaction in honor and reasonc^ as, if your other greater matters 
have not made them forgotten, yow* your selfe will not deny them. 

But not willing ui my letters to molest }'ou with that wieh they 
will nut but tell ymi (as I bo|>c)» together with such true ;uid 
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gnyleiesse profe^Bion of my sincere affection to you as you shall never 
liavG just reason to dobt my cleamesse in yoiu" belialfe, yet tliis I 
most tell you, that as I marvayle much to bane suclie a subject that 
wolde impart so great a cause to yow afore ever making me pryvy 
thereof, so doth my affectionat am>i:ie to you clayme at your bands 
tbat my ignorance of subjects boldness be not augmonte*! by your 
silence ; by whom you may be sure you shalJ never obtaine so muche 
good as my good dealing can aford you. 

Let not shades deceave you, wich may take away best substance 
from you, when they can tume but to dust or sraoake. An 
upright demeanor beares ever more poyse than all disguysed shewes 
of got^d can doe. Rememl*er, that a byrd of the ayre, if no other 
instrument, to an honest king shall stand in stead of many fanned 
practyses, to utter aught may any wyse touclie hym. And so I 
leave my scrybles, with my best wyshes that you skanc what works 
becometh beat a kuig, ajid what in end will best avayle him. 
Your most loving sister, that longs to see 
you deale as kjiidly as I meaiie, 

Elizabeto B, 



No. LXXIL 

fiLIZADETH TO JAMES. 
30TII APBU. IGQl. copf iji TuoKivoif mi. p* 112. 

Official answer to Ote viatters treated of htf the Scottuh amlmjtsadors — 
Jytsex'*» rebellhn — l^alentine Thomas — Eurescase — A»hfcld — hxmU 
claimed % Janies, 

Thb b tho offioUl Kiuwcr tout to Jamoi oo the itrtum of tJie earl of Mar and the Abbot 
uf Kinlow. or tliu niAtttrrB mentioned In it, the flrst is titc r^^bc^tlbd uniin diai^ tluit of 
the t^jLrt uf Kb2»cx. Some lustoruuiB liavt} tM5L>u uf opiniuii llmt Juxncii waa deeply impll' 
cnUai in tundx^A foulinb iic<lietiii.% and wiui ic> Imvc been rtibed tu Uie tbroiie hy iU Kiicc«ai» 
Mr. Jytltrr auppo«c« that tbo miMioti of tbi'«e gcntJeuii»n Ut tlli<al>«Ui wiM one of intvrvtii^ 
ftloQ fur Bi»cJi. If »o tbcj dcfuiiU'd tboir object by dicij tarvlino««. Thojr left S<?odand 
will) a sulto (4 nearijf iotiy {jcnunt about the auddlc of February, IODil-1. Tbey reacbod 
London on Uh* Ot)i Marvb, Tbc^ worv admitted to tlieir tint intvrview witb tli<» 
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queen on the 22nd Marcli. Emex wm t^xeculed on the 26th February. Sir Willijuii 
Eure and sir Edmund Aahfield were both impriMmed for holding secret eoniinanicatioii 
Willi the king of Scotland upon the »iibject of tlie «ac«€»Ion. The bndi) »Uoded to 
were those of Margaroc countess of LentioXi jAlnes'a paternal grandmother, who died on 
the lOtb Man^b, 1577-8* 

Right highe, &c. Being it hath ben at all tymes a great content- 
ment to lis to receave from you demonstration of the contvnitance or 

•• • 

increase of your good will, you need not doubt but your kind letters 
presented by this personages of honour and integryty are so mnch 
the more gi-atefull. 

And where tltey have congratidated us from you [on] our happy pre- 
vention of the late treasonable attemptats, the suppressyon whereof, 
praised be God^ feE out to Ije only opm nnim dki, wee do accept in 
very good part that kind office from you, and'requytt you with thU 
good wyshe, that the lyke may either never befall you or at least be 
as easely past over ; tliat being utterly extinguished in twelve hours 
wich was in hatching diverse years. 

It is also very welleome to us^ and at [all] times shalbe, that you, 
invyted as you wTyte by our example and by the obligation of true 
kindnesse, do use pla}Tiesse in ojK^ning unto us any thing that lyeth 
in your Ixai't, But why at tliis tyme the same is used as a meane to 
obtaine the curing of some womid (as your letter doth iu^^Tiuat), wee 
do not well miderstandc^ For, in the examination of all our actions 
ttiwards yow, wee do not find that any tiling hath passed from us 
that may be construed for a wounde, except tlie same language of 
pla^iiesse, which yourself do well affirme to be an undisseverablo 
companyon of true fremdsliippe, do change haln^tt when it cometh 
from us and not from others ; witli wliich contradiction if we may 
kiiowe your mind to be |X)scssed, and tliat our fraiike and reall 
deidling hath (out of your owne apprehencyon) stnx>kfu deei>er than 
we entended, or bredd any other conceipt in your mjiide then in bis 
own natiu*e tlie syncere and mutuaU expressing of each othere 
thoughts should doe betwene true freinds, wee will from hencefurth 
be more reserved ; as being one who, nether in deed nor in woi^tc^ 
either have or meane tn vvolate oiu- fonner just and Affectionate 
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profession. But now to come to oilier particulai^ of your embassar 
dors negotiations. We Imve gyveii them an fittentyve and pacyent 
hearing, not only because all jX'rsons recommended to us from you 
shall styll receave such measure, bnt also because we knowe them 
to be of more constant a flection towards the common frcindshippe of 
our king^lomes then others, who have not simred often for pryvat 
respect to nmn many conrscs, whereby they banc adventured your 
hononr and given advantage to our common adversaries. And yet 
we must thus playnly tell you, that they have not fayled to use 
play lie and seryous dealings with ns and with our counsel!, in things 
wich, in tlieir owtie nature, wee tlunke doth not well sort witli the 
outward parte of thetr emliassay ; having been so often and so justly 
answered, as w^ere it not to confirme that they have not oniited any 
part of their charge, we would not have troubled either you or our- 
sells at this tyme with any repeticyon. 

For first, to the matter of Valentine Thomas, We have often 
sayed the same wich we have no we againe made playne to them, 
that whatsoever hath ben forborne to be done against him hath ben 
mcerely done by us hi your favour, because wee would not styre 
anewe that matter wieli no we lyeth deadd, and cannot be revj^^ed 
without some scandall liowe unjust soever. Next, we must styll say, 
tliat w4iat your owme ministers w^yshe nowe to be done therein, for 
your further satisfaction, hatli ben done in eflFect allready to your 
servant Fowles at his last departure. 

For Euers case, for wdiome your embassadors have also dealt, 
wee fynd tliat you are as subject as others are to wi*y reports ; for 
when he was sent for — his owne governor knowes it— wee had other 
cause that moved us ; though true it is when he was but accidentally 
demaunded howe he fomid you dysposed in the matter of the 
pledges (for which he sayd he went to speake with the hml of Rox* 
buroughe) he made such an impudent denyall, or rather an abjura- 
tion, of his ever seeing or speakhig with you, as therupjKjn we deny 
not but we grewe jalous that lie might have had some ill designe in 
his goeing, thoughe no way incoraged by you whatsoever. So as in 
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this case wee apeale to your self, howe you wold have preceded 
yf the case had ben your owne, as nowe it is meerly ours. 

And tliirdlv, touching Ayshfrld. As we have don nothing in liis 
case but what the soveraigiie authoiytie of all princes doth justefye, 
and the lawes of our border specyally provyde, that there he no 
passing or repassing of the subjects of either realme without lycence 
of the wardens, so doe wee thhik it strange that you do not better 
dycern of the merytt of persons who seeeko accesse to you, then U* 
esteme yourselfc in that respect interested in their good or evyll 
usage, who, out of theu' owne humour and busy natures, going be- 
yond the duty of subjects, seeke to shelter themselves against the 
daziger of their owne crimes by making you a cause, and so a party 
to their disgraces; w4ch, for example sake, though for no other 
respect, all prynces-soveraigne ought to be wary to take upjM>n 
them, least in favouring the ujidutj^full doings of others subjects 
they Of >on evyll waves to their owne. As for his taking out of your 
con try, it was utterly without our pryvity, and dune only by our 
governor of Barwycke to redeeme his owne eror; but being don, and 
the partie fallen into our bands, wee hadd no reason to omytt tlie 
occasion to chastyse so lewd a caytviie. 

Lastly, toucliing your desire to have some lands where the title 
remaines yet undecided, we will speak shortly to you, that wee 
found that of all things most sti'ange, consyddering howe wuU ye 
have dycemed our dis|xisition therein heret-ofore, that any such de- 
mamid shoiJtle be renewed, since your selfe cannot be ignorant that 
some consequences wich de|)ende tlieru|>on hath made us forbare to 
dispose of it one way or other* All which considered, seeing you 
professe so clear a desyre to remove all scruples, wee hope to hearc 
no more of any of tliis matters, which are so unworthy of our dis- 
putte, who have and do resiilve to nourisbe and perfbrme all 
princely corresfiondency, which can be by nothing more desgracetl 
then when our comon adversary^'s shall see, tliat when newe causes 
rise not, old and by-passed scruples ai'e re\7 ved. 
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No. LXXIIL 
JAMES TO ELIZABETH. 

Letter of recommettJaiion of t/te Juke of Lennox^ who itas vmtint/ the 
court of Englmud on his return frofn France to Scotland* 

Tbo bc«rer of the following letter wiit Lodowiok Stewart, duke of Lennox, mn i*{ Esiii« 
dtewiirt duke of Lennox, Jirst couslii of the king and one of hb earl; favourites, flu 
present risit to England, at the moment of a meeting of the parliament in whieh it waa 
thought some steps would be token respecting the flUDcc«aiof)f w«« in that rtispect not at 
all agreoible to Elizabeth. The priiieipat object of his mission was no doubt to watch 
over Jameses interc»t«f and aipecmJly to communicaie with tlio Roman catholieSf and 
endearoDT to predi^MMie them in Ikvoui* of his masterli «ucQ€aeion« 

Mj dearest sister, I must by these few lynes presume, rather in a 
bonielie than princelie maner and uitbout all ceremonU, to i-econi- 
meiide the bearare heii-of unto jou, and as I haue alli'eadie great 
cause to thanke you for your so louing and readie gi'aunt of a most 
fauourable pasport unto him, so doe I most bailelie pmye you to lett 
liiin finde youre goode countenance, since the greatest earands he 
hath to cura that uaye, is to haue tlie honoure to kise youre hande. 
And althouch I did not doubte of your owin curte^ie in this pointe, 
yett I doe assure myself it will not be the less gratiouse for my 
requeste. And since ye haue nou occasion to speake witli him, being 
upiiin liis retume from the disehargin of his comission in France, I 
shiUl be nerrio well contentid that ye examine him, in a secreate and 
familiar forme, of his proeeadings thair, and quliat uas his direction, 
that ye maye finde by prcMjfe, according to my prooieise^ that I shaU 
neuer haue dealing in any pairte of die worlde tjuhiche maye in any 
sorte tende to youre prt^utiice ; but, by tlie contraii"e, shall euer be 
cairfull to prociu"e the prti.Hjierous continuance of your suretie, and 
will, as ferre as shall lye in my [xmeir, as I hoape shortly to giuo 
youe some proofe, in some particidaires that my cousin, the bearare 
heirof, uill informe you in, quhairby my honestie, I hoape, shall the 
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better appeai*e. And thus, with my hairtelie prayeris to the AUmichtie 
for your tuition, I uill put an ende to these my raggit l}Ties scribledd 
in haste. 

Your moat louing and afleetionate brother, 

James R, 



No, LXXIV, 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

2«D DECEMtiKR l(JOl, COPY IN THOMPSON MS, f, 116, 

Thanks for letters received hj Foulk tmd the duke of Lemiax^ and for 
offers of service against tlie Spaniards in Irektnd^^greai praise af 
the duke of Leiinox, 

My dear brother, Nevei* were there yet prince nor meaner wight 
to whose gi-atefull tiimes I tlid not correspon<l, in keeping tliem in 
memory tt.» theii* avayle and my owne honor. So tru^t I that you 
will not doupt but that yoiu* last letters by Fowles and the duke are 
so acce]>tiibly taken as my thanks cannot he lacking for the same, 
but yelds them you in thankfidl sort And alljeit I suppose I shall 
not neede to trouble any of your subjects in my service, yet, 
acoonling to yom* request, I shall use the liberty of your noble offer, 
if it shall be requisite. 

And whereas your faitliMl and deare duke hath at large dys- 
com*sed with me, as of Ua o\^'ne knowledge, what faithfull affection 
you beai^e me, and hath aded the leave he hath receaved from you 
to proffer himself for the parformer of my service m Ireland, witli 
any such iis may best please me mider liis charge, I tliinke my selfe 
greatly indebted mxto you for yom* so tender care of my prosperitie, 
and have told him Uiat I wold be lothe to venture his person into 
perillous service, since I see he is such one that you make so great 
a reckoning of, but tliat some of meaner quahty, of whom there were 
lesse losse, niiglit in that case be ventured- And sure, dere brother, 
in my judgment, for this short acquaintance that I have had of liim. 
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you do not prise with better cau&e any nere unto you, for I protest, 
without fayiilng or doubling, I never give eared to greater lawde 
then such iis I liave heard liim pronounce of you, with humble 
des>Te that I wold banishe from ni^Tide any e\iil opinion or doupt 
of your sincerity to me. And because, thoughe I knowe it was but 
duty^ yet wher such shewe appeares in mjTidfull place I hold it 
worthy regaivi, and am not so wyeked to concede it from you, that 
you may thanke your self for such a choyse. And thus much shdl 
suffice, for feiu'e to molest your eyes with my scrybling, committing 
you to the enjoying of best thoughts and good consideration of your 
carefull frend, wich I suppose to be 

Your most aftectionate sister, 

Elizabeth It, 



No. LXXV. 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

WRI1TEM lit DBCKHaSR 1001, CMPY I?r TIIO]II>SOJ« US. v, US, 

T%anks for offers of men far the service of the queen in Ireland^ and 
cihofar punishimj persons who supplied the rebels m thai country wit/i 
promsiona — tidings of the destrucHan of tfte invaders hourlif ejected. 

The follow tng letter re Late* to the great rebetUon of Tjrouo^ who, aided bj a body of 
Hpanuh auxiliaries, wtu abh for a time to set at dflSanoe the poi^er of Elij»beth aad tlio 
military ikill of her deputy lord Mountjoy. Jamm oAored to Mod to Elixab«tli*t aid a 
body of bn Hi^hUnden; but it wm raa o r ra d for ft more glorioui ocoaiian, and a more 
worthy canne, to givo Englaadf for the ftnt timt, the beoeftt and tho proteetioD which ahe 
haa linee bo otUm deriTed from the dariug valour of thoae hardy monntalneerft* 

That it pleased you, my deer brother, to sturr up my memory to 
consyder howe needfidl sj^eed is in so gr€?ate a cause as requjTea a 
present service of your subjectt^ if any wee will have, and tliat you 
already make choice of some captains and hedds of such troujies as 
if I Uke I may use, surely I fjTid raysolfe greatly indebted unto you 
for such heedfidl care of what might conceme my service^ and tliinke 
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iiumy thiiiikes very sliorte to aiuiswere such deaei't But that paper 
cannot includde^ that my thaiikfull hart shall ever acnowledge to you ; 
not omvttiiiiT tlie re^lynos that now you shewe t« tlic fynding and 
puiiishiiig of such, as, eontrar}' to your often proinyses and their often 
commands, have ftiraished our traytours with their foode and all such 
things as raight fortify their rebellion. And ill though nowe, when 
it is ver)' hite, for havhig done their worst ah^eady, yet never can it 
be out of season to have them soiart that so dishonoi'ed you and 
wronged us, for which we will nut omitt our tluinktullness, and 
takes it in kynil manner. And thoughe wee doe howerly ex]:)ect 
some favorable wynde that will blowe to our ears some such tydings 
of their rupie, that contrary to honor, conscience, or cause, liatli thus 
outragiously assayled us, yet in meane while we have commmiicatted 
to your good sarvant Mr. Fowles pai*ticularly our mynde herein, 
tyll we can send you more, whicli with all s[>eed wee meane to doe, 
when wee sliall heare ft'om thence. And tyll then, w^ee leave to 
trouble you with more lynes, but do reraa^Tie 

Your very aiTectionate sister, 

E. R. 



No. LXXVI. 

EIJZADETH TO JAMES. 
Sad fedrua&y 1601-2* copy in Thompson mb. Pt 119. 

fhtrtJuv' f/uivl'j* for oj^er^ of asmtanc£ in Ireland— rumonrs of a Spanish 
armif demfined for England — '* I notlttng fmr tlwugh theij came*^ 

My very good brother. Though matter I have longe to lengthen 
my letter, yet you must beare with fewe lynes, dryven thereto by an 
evill accydent of my ai*tue^ and yet my mcmorie shall uever be short 
to kepe in mynde yom* i-eady kindnesse, wliich the ojfer of* your 
subjects servyce made me knowe, together %vith the care and s|)edQ 
that \y^\\ shewed] therein, as also the good warning you gave me 
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of a supposed araiv from Spmiie for England ; wirh thongli I no- 
thing feare thougli Hiey came, as nothing doupting bnt tht'ir speedc 
sliouM be as shiimefnll to them as the precedent hath been ; yet my 
thanks tor your care, together with yotir good counsel], not to 
neglect such a malice, hynding me to eonceuve that you wold be 
loathe that any disaster sliould arryve to her that yet (God be 
praysed) never tasted of any. And thus I end to trouble you 
longer, with in}7ide to b}xle 

Your affectionate sister, 

Elizabeth R, 



Na LXXVIL 

JAMES TO ELIZABETH. 

WRITTEN AFTKR JITLT 1002. COPT EN THOMPSON MS, P. 64. 

PartfCHhrs of Jafiies^s communication with the amhasjiador and king 
of PVame nspeciing a propmed leoffue of France^ Englmid and 
Sootlaiid agaiTut Spcun, with request for the advice of Elizabeth* 

I am a Uitle doubtful a« to tbe order in which this and tiie foti owing letter aliould be 
placed » CoJiiervkood nji thai the French amliaaaador alluded to arrived m Scotland 
aUut the end of Jnly 1602. (vi. J 58, Wodrow edition.) 

Madanie, my dearest sister* I hadde not so long delayed my 
hande-wryte to haue witnessit my tliankiullnes, as well tor your 
louing and k\Tide letter, as for youre fauondile and speedie di^patehe 
of my aeruant Ashton, if I had not stayed till I had first soundit the 
Fi'enshe anibassadouiis m>iide in that puqMise quliairof I urote to 
you ui my last* Quhoniby I bane in deid reccaued a letter of his 
iniusteris owiu bande, affirming and ratitying thairby all these parti- 
culaire promeises, and offers of freindslii{>]»e, qubiehc be had nioiiit 
my ambassadoure to acquaiute me with beioR^; and to this effecte 
his ambiLssadoure had iVeely pronleise^l kis maisteiis assistiuiee, ather 
unto me iii speciall against the Spaniarde, in case Spaine shall happen 
to make hmasion upon my kingdome, or otheruayes to assiste you, 
quhairin he nothing duulitis of my eoneuri^nee, in case the said 
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Spaniarfle sliall follow fortlie his inuasion upon Yrelande, or any 
otlier of jcjiire dooiinions ; using these wordis in conclusion, that all- 
thoch the king his maister uolde not directUequerrell with the king of 
Spaine, \i\K)n the discover^^ of these laite practises, but use him in the 
lyke fashion as he <lid hhn, yett uolde he not spaire to giue him a 
grounde to qucrrell with hiin, for assisting any of his freinds and 
eonfaderatis against him. 

As yett I haue done notfung, but harde all, and ame to heginne 
nou to uork heirin, pracysely according to your most graue and 
uyse aduyce geuin in youre last letter, and, as it shall succede, ye 
shall from tyme to tyme he aduertisheci ; praying you to richte me 
so farre in your rejx)sing upon my confidence unto you, that, as in tliis, 
so uill I deale witli no frende of youris in any other matter that can 
concenie you, without your aduyce ; and as for youre ennemies, I 
shall neuer hauc any dealing with thaim at all, quliairin ye shall not 
be acquainted with the least iotte thau*o£ For I trust God hath not 
so skaircely bestowid his graces ujwn me, as that I shoulde not be 
able to disccrne betuixt the only waye that leads to my uell-doing 
and safetie, and the ineuitable gulfe of my shii)|>eurakke; as I haue 
ucnie lately geuen you some proofe, by that aduertishenient of 
Spanishe intentions quhiche I informed youre agent to make you 
acquainted with ; quliiche I dui'st not reserue to be inserted in this 
letter since modka tnora maye be daingerause in maittei's of suche 
moment, and thairfore my eamist desyre is, that quheneuir ye shall 
heare report! s of any dealing of injiie, in quhatsumeuer sorte, with 
any of youre emiemies, ye shall judge tliaime to be falsely and 
maliciously contrayued, excepte ye heare thaime uarrandit from my 
self, qulio shiill constimtly remuine 

Your most louing and assurit brother and cousin, 

James R. 
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No. LXXVIIL 
JAMES TO ELIZABETH, 

WRITTEJf AFTXm SVLt 1602. COI»Y IK TRONPSOX M*. 1*. 4«, 

Gra^fication received from the fpiems foH ktt^r — e.rcmes of tli^ French 
amhoModor for delay of hift nui^fer^s ansiaer — communication made 
to James by Francis Mowbray from tfte airftduke and t/ve ktng tyf 
Spain — fJte qfteen m Jameses only orach — his yrattbide became »he 
will not have any dealimj wiUi the sister of persons who are reyardi^d 
by him with indignation* 

Tbe letter from HliiUibeth alluded to in the beginning of the foMowing b clttuly that 
which i» mentioned by Tytlcr, ix. 3J>0, and tliero aaid to have been dated on the 4th July 
1 C02. The lady alluded to in tlie p<«tscript was probably Beatrice Ruthven, sister of the earl 
of Gowno and of Alexander KuthTen. She waii ooe of queen Anne't maids of honour, 
but was baninhed on the oocurrence of the Gowrio conspiracy. 

Madame, my dearest sister, Immediatlie after the wrytting of my 
laste unto yoti, I rcssauod your letter, quliiclie hutli so panchrid * my 
hairte with contentment, as nather my tonj^ue nor my j>cnne is able 
to expresse, Tliat ye acce]>te in so goode pairt my honest intenfion 
I think G myself more happie than if I hadde wonne the golden Heee. 
I doe not wonder that the Frenche resident thaii-e hath nothing 
touchid that string that I wrote of mrito yon, since lie that is lieir hes 
neuer as yett ressaued, as he saycs, any ansoure from his maiater io 
my pro|>f>sition ; excussing himself that it was long hefore he coidde 
gett his pae(|uette transjxirted by .sea, for laike of pjuisingcr slnpjK\4. 
AUuayes he puttis me still in ihll hoajie that my aduyce will be 
nilHnglic embraced by his maister. As euer it l>e, the ansoure shall 
no sooner cum to me, but it shall rinne |x>st unto yon ; and as for 
your seacretie, your long happie goimerment hath given tuo great a 
proofe thairof to the worlde that I shoulde neide to make any donbte 
tiiairof, and for youi' prayer in the end of your letter, it is indeid the 
greatest pn^ife ye can giue me of the iiit^gritit* of yonr affection to- 
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nardis me. 1 pray GroJ that I maye Imiie no oox;asion to studdie upon 

the pa rap) I rase of that texte. 

And null I must not conceale from you, that i»resently before the 
wry t ting of this letter, Fraiicie Moubraye, for quhosc sending with 
his pairtie unto me I render you moet jTifinite and hartie thsmkis,* he 
did seacreatly send me wnrde, the Archdujke romandit him, in mo«t 
priuAt mainer^ to giue me fiilt assunmce lioth of the king of Spaines 
freindshippe and of his; and for proofe thairof, it uas by thaime put 
in my choice, <|uhither I wolde haue a direct amhassadoure, or a 
priuate man indhrectlie, presentlie to repaire unto me, quho shoulde 
more particularlie confirme tliis messa^xe of his unto me, and bring 
nie full assurance of thaire aftection. To tliis I will make no ansoiu^ 
quhill I heare from you, quho, I proteste to God, shall cuer be my 
only oracle in all such caces. And tliairibre, since it is my good for- 
tune to be tyed in straite freindslujipe with so uyse a prince and 
tnistie a freiude, I will hearafter, at all occasions, \\T}ix? m this sorte, 
pr}Tiatelie, unto }'ou, without tlie knouledge of any of my counsaill ; 
no, not my owiu seeretarie. T!ie ansom^ quhairof maye cuer be 
safelie tuid seacreatlie conuoyed by youre owui agent, in quhose 
pa(|uette 1 will also sen<!e my letters, as I doe this. For if euer I 
i-unne a course with Jiny prince liuing, quhairin ye shall not be my 
only oracle, I pray God to punishe me (is a parjtiride parricide^ But 
none I doe infinitlie condbrt myselfe that ye haue the coutrarie 
proofe and assurance of 

Your most louing brother and cousin, 

James K, 

Youro honorable integritie and princely disposion in trew loue to- 
uardis me, hath shyned so brichtly in making your agent aquente 
me with youre resolution, not to haue any dealmg with lier quhose 
brothers are justlie noted ^ith infamie and with my indignation, as, 1 

* Frmttcis Mowbraj, a son of ihe Uird of Bumieltouglet wm ftcctued uf a. <1efifra to 
■Miaunikte the king of ScotlttmL He wwi airested in Lnnflori i^nd sent into Scotliinil hv 
Cirder of Eli^helli. fftt died cif m (»\\ m aUomptttij; to niiik^ lu« encai^e out of EdirilmrirTi 
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jiTotest in Goddis presents, the admirable rfcorde thairof ahull iieuer 
weare out of ray graitftill hairte. And as I shall eiier accoiuito it the 
trew patteme of a princelie and heroicidi In^^^lde, as lykewayes of a 
most faithfull freinde, so shall I neaer sjiaire to straine all the faeultics 
of my soole to giue you profe at eurie occasion of a faitlifull corr©* 
spondence- 



No, LXXIX. 

JAMES TO ELIZAUETIL 
ISm ocfoiiKR, 1602, eopT r?r tbomfson ms. v, S8. 

The kiitff requests tJuU a ScotanMnf an offender agahut the bcn*der kiwit 
seized hy the English warden with In the St*otti^h territories^ jnaj/ h^^ 
delivered up to hitn, in order that he maij be didy tried and punUhed^ 
iffoufid yuilitf Ity due procem of Itorder law, 

Richt excellent ridit heich and niighlie princesse, our dearest 
gjster juid crm^itnLv In oure hai*tyest tnaiHT we recommend us unto 
you. We shoutde be sorrie to innmrtune at tliis tyme your wtx^btyo 
occupations with a subject so luiworthve, both of your care and of 
our pen, wer it not that such small begymnf|;8 do bread eftsoon^ 
no small ernirmities bctuixt the niai'cbes, and that your wardone, the 
lord Scroope, qulio be« already acquente^l yon with the circumstances 
of the fact, hath put that matter in yoiu* hands. It is, of treuth, tho 
fellowe ajiprehendit is oure borne subject, tain be yoiu* ofticiaris 
direction within the ground of Scotland, albt^it \m »jpjM»site* did alwayea 
offer to make him answerable, at qidiatsumeuer day of trewf he 
should appoint to that effect His failzie, both in this and in the 
other two befoir, as it hath bene more in tlie forme nor in the snb- 
staiioe^ (and thaiiin his zeale to the repeasing of fiigitiues and lym- 
: jnericft omsr^rouled his regard of the guide ordure prescrivit in sae 
Fcaais by the treaties,) so lies it leH smn sparkis of grudge and clashis 

• Tbftl b, th« oppoaitP w»nloii oltiw Scott wli niArt.'1iw, 

t Duy at trut•^, in wlileli bordcar domplalutu won' ai^t<?rmititHl by tli» wArtlcns. 
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betiiixt liiiii and his apposite, to tlie encouni^t'iiient of tlieves aiid 
miJe factors at that hand, to quhoin thmr fonner guide Intelli^nce 
wes no snifill teiTour, For the reinouiiig i^uhairof wc do rerjueist 
you most etlectnusly, that he your wan'and to your said orticiare, the 
criininalc dcteanit be him may he put in our handis, to underly his 
tryell and dew piuiisnient, as he prouis giltye; quilk as it is, in 
treuth, oure ienne intention U) do with hira, so will we pray you to 
be persuiidit that his delyueric is crauetl be us for no releiff nor be- 
neiite to such a villane, bott only that justice may be mimstrate uf)on 
hira be oiu" auctoritie, and thareby your said offielares intention may 
be etiected. and he relevit of the grudn^c and miikor quhilk micht 
reuiaine in the haitis of liis opposites affected to the partie^ gif, being 
taiken in such a forme, he should l>e forcit to imdergo the judgement 
of his Ij-fe before the author of his taking, and be execute by liis 
auctoritie; quilk we tiaue w^'.lht your seruand, George Nicolsoun, to 
schaw you more auiphe by his lettre. And for the eschewing of the 
l}^ke ocasion in tyuie cimiiug, it will please you to giuo command to 
youp said warden, quhen ajiy such cace shall ocure, to conforme liim 
thairiu to the ordour prescriuit l>e the treate, in sending his coni- 
\Amnt to his opjx)site, quhoni we hane ^villet to giue Jiim upricht 
cori-eapondence in all glide officeij, to the furthei^ance of justice and 
redresse. Quhairin, gif thare be any iailzie tm liis pairt, lett your 
warden he ass mitt so soone as we shall know it be liis ]ettei*s^ 
oure f>resent otticiar shall aytlier do him reasson, or shall giue owii' his 
charge to another tliat will more willb)glie jierlorme it And thus, 
expecting heirin your fauorable resolution, richt excellent richt heich 
and mlchtie princcsse, om* dearest sister and cousine, we couiit you 
in the pi'otection of the Almightie God From Dumfreis, the 12. of 
October, 1602. 

Your most louing and afi'ectiouattc brother and cousm, 

JaMK8 R 
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No. LXXX 

JAMES TO ELIZABETH » 

WlilTTIUV PROBABLY ON 12Tn OCTOBCO, 1602« COFY IN TriOMPSON IflS, P. 53. 

The qmeii is in/armed of proposals made by James to tfte Frencli am- 
bam^ador in reference to the suggested league of France^ England^ and 
Scoilfiftd against Spain — and, also^ of undei^hand propomls made ta 
him by Spain fm* a marriage between prince Henrtf artd tlie infanku 

t preaunie the allnftion in the poetaeript of thia letter is to the one just printocl, and thertr* 
fore aaaign it the pUee in which it is iiuerted. Theru ii uq doubt that it waa written 
aboul the autumn of 1602, Jamea, in unticipiUion of the «pe<3<Iy cla«© of EliKaboth'li 
reign f was endeavouring lo ttrengtben bimBelf bj foreign idUiinces^ the nature of which Uaa 
been a little miilaken by our beit histuriana. They ire fallj explained in the preaent and 
iiom«^ Aubaoquent leiten. The Frvooh ambMtador who is horc alluded to waa the tjaron 
de Toiins. 

Madame my dearest sister, Hauing laitely enterid more deeply 
with the Frenche ambassadoure, in that porfmse quhairof I wrote 
unto you in my last, 1 liaue tliocht fifoode, according to my pronieise* 
to make you acquainted with tlic |»m*ticulars thairof. Taking occa- 
sion of the fraiike oHers of freindsliipjM?, quliiche, in his nmisteris 
ntime^ at his first audience, he maid mitu me, I jirayed him to rejire- 
sente to tlie king his maistcrs judgement, the boundles and insatiable 
ambition of Spaine, ainl hou it apix?ju'ed that God, in his deujiie 
pronidence, bad ordained us tliree — ^1 meane tlie princes of tliis yle 
joined wiUi Ids maister — to be a brasen wall, or bullwork, for resist- 
ing to liis pKesumption* I wished him to consider, hou the Span- 
niai'de did a!yke greedily gaajx* for yom- dominions and the king bis 
muisters ; and if so it came to passe, God knowis hou well I wolde 
be fitted with suclie a neicbboui'e. Finally, I did remember him of 
bis uwin wordis allreadye utterid in bis maisteris name unto me, 
(pdiiche was, tliat altbtxdi bis maistter wohle not breake jn^aoe with 
Spaine for his owin particubure, notwithst'inding of bis biite discu- 
ueric of the Spiuiishe practises, yett he wolde not spaire to d<K? it for 
tiasistauce of his freindlie neihoui'is against his injiiste ijiuasions ; and 



150 



LETTERS or 



tliaii-fore, I wished Iiim to laye these things befi^re his maisteris uysc 
consideration, showing hint planly that I thocht the onlie sure reme- 
die for prcuentLng of these euills uohle be, that, as of okle thaire waa 
a ligiie oftbnsiue and defensiue betnixt France and rny croiino 
agahist Eiiglande, that so thaire shoulde one non be maid betuixt us 
three against S|wiine. And if the king Ids niaister did lyke of tliis 
course, my opbion was, that l>y his ambiissadoure it shaidde be pro- 
poned rnito you, mouing you to take me in for a tluridde marrow in 
that ghani ;* otherwayes, for my part, I wolde no wa}'e medic thairin. 
He faithfully promeised to aduertislie the king his maister fidly heirof, 
and did generally assure nie, that his maister wold willinglye em- 
brace that aduyce. And thairlbre, if the Frenche arabassadour 
tliaire breake any thing of that pui"poso unto you^ I haue sufficiently 
foruanied you, I reniitte it to youre wisdome hou t^ ansourc him, 
and to make me acquainted withe your mynde in quhat sorte you 
will haue me to pi*oceede further hcrin. 

An<l now, liaiimg this occasion of uryting, I uill not also omitie 
to inlbrme you, that I ame uerrie lately adueitished of great offers 
that are to l>e sent unto me from the king of Spaiue, and in specJall, 
the marriage of liis dauhter with my oldest somi, and dyuerse other 
greate conditions ; joyned with this tlu-eatning, that, if I shall not 
ftccepte thaime, he is alh^eaddle sure of a i)eace with Englande, 
quhielie, u|ji>n my refusall, lie will prosecute, haning allready all the 
counsall of Englande at his deuotion- But, as I deeplie mistrusto 
Ills su*ene songs, so niaye ye lie siu*e that hou soone that mcsstige 
shall he brocht unt*j me, ye shall with all dilligence be faithfully ad- 
uertished thairof, prayuig }'0U euer so to assure youreself of me, ad 
of Iiira quho, in all Ins actions, shall constantlie remaine, 

Youre most louing and assurit bn^ther and cousin, 

James 1L 

I wolde be loathe to tronbbill yom* earis with so unworthyc a 
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stibject as my other leter dois cont^ne, if it iiaire not for the dis- 
qiiyetness that I kiiow it will brecclc upon tlie borders ; my intention 
not being any wayes for simlring of suche \'illains, but only that 
euer>^ gixidi? turne inaye be richtlie done, and by thainie quhome to 
it iloth properlie belong. 



Na LXXXI. 

JAMES TO ELIZABETH. 
wniTTnf IN wriB Atrruiiif ow lfta2. cjopy in TH0itP80?i us. p. 62. 

Sul>f(ian€e of a cofmmtmeation received from the king of France^ upon 
which James tcished to have the queerC$ advice — account aho of sir 
Janies IJmhai/s nmmofi from the pope to James to want him of an 
Engliith conspiracy against his lifer and to request him to send prince 
flmry to Etnne to }te eihicated — Jameses reception of Lindsay, 

Mmlatne and dearest sister, Ujion the returne of the ansoure to 
the Frenche ainbjissadoure from the king hi& niaister, I hane taken 
occasion^ for the performance of my pronieises in my letter by Aston, 
to poste this present unto you* The substance of the said kings an- 
soure is, that he doth so uillingly embrace, ajid so ftilJy lyke, that 
ouuerture fpihicho 1 maid to his ambassadoure, as he is onlie sorrie 
that lie wim not the first profxiunder thairof to mc; that he sliall 
presenthe employe liis anibiLssadoure resident witli you to propounde 
tliat maitter unto you ; that he also tliinkes it expe<Iient that die 
states of the Low Cunt revs be joyned with us three in tliis letigue; 
and that, as I haue so prouidentJy pntte the maitter it self in heade, 
80 wolde he be glaidde to haue, as quicklie as miclit he, my aduice, 
quhat particular articles and groundis slioulde be contained in the 
saido league, 1 am nou thairtbre to expecte your ansoure, in qulmt 
Borte I shall furtlier proceide heirin, accuimting myself infinitelie 
l»a[»[Me til haue sti nohle, so uyse, and so faithiull a tk*inde, by i|ahose 
counsail I uuiye and euer shall be dii*ected in all my most imjM>rtante 
adoes. 
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I hanL\ lykeuaye?;, thocht gonde lieirby to informe you, that sir 
Jaiiics Lintiesayo is lately arriue<l lielr, uith directions, aj he sayetht 
from the pope unto rae. His (luhole message consisteth of tuo 
pointes. The first is, to foreuanie lue of a jiractise agiiinst my life 
inteudit by EnglajKl, these ai*c his uerrie termesj quhiche he said he 
wolde not conceale from me, in regairde of the honorable report he 
hath made * of my goodc inclination to pietie and justice, thoch I be 
not of his pmfession in religion. The other point is, a requeste, tlmt 
I wolde sende my oldest somie ather to Rome, or any other pairt be- 
yonde seas, qnhaire he miclit be catholikilie noorishetl, and that he 
uolde furuishe liim a sufficient giiarde to attende upon his person* 
He also told me, that he hade a letter from the pope tinto me to the 
same eflPect, hut, by the occasion of ane aduertishement that before 
his arrjaiall uas sent mito me by one of my owin subjectis out of 
Italy, discoiiering me the quhole contentis of his directions, I thocht 

goode to him, by calling him privelie unto me, and laying 

to his chairge, hou he durst prasurne to carrie a letre and message 
from suche a persone unto ine, that uas his sonueraine, exccpte that 
he had first acquainted mc thainvith, and obtained my permission; 
since I coulde not, without the manifest uouiuling both of my con- 
science and honoure, atlicr ressaue or ansoure his lettirs qidiose tj^ttels 
and dignitie was directlie contrarie to my professions and resoluid 
knouledge. His auj^oure uas, that lie perceaued suche affection in 
the jMJix? touardis me, and that the puq>ose was of suche tilings m 
oancenied my safetie, as he was thairby mouid to accepte this mes- 
sage^ and thairu|K)n he told me all the praeeiding purpose. My an- 
soure uas, that I uolde receaue no message nor letre from him, since 
he was my subject, and had undertaken it without my permission, 
AntI thus haue I left him, farre t^hort of his expectation ; praying yem 
hairtelie to excuse my being thus trubbilsum unto you, quhairmito 
I ame forced, lor performance of my promeise that I wolde neuer 
conceale from you any message that should come to me from any of 



* ? ho hftUi nuitk to blm. 



KLIZABKTU AXD 4AMK8 VL 



153 



your eimemies^ but shall euer so^behaue myself, in any thing that 
maye conceme you, as becummis 

Your most louing and atfectiooute brother aiid cousin^ 

James R. 



No. I.XXXIL 

JAMES TO BLIZARKTH. 
warrreif %fum. the Ejft» op 1(102. copt in ruoiufON us* p* 57* 

James sends the Itearei* for his petishn — what communication he had 
received from the kinfj vf France — the i>ope intends to send an am- 
bassadorto James with an offer of friend lihip upon certain conditions. 

^ladame, my dearest sister, Hamng the occasion to seiide tJxis 
bearare my seruant unto you, for that ordinarie recoipte quhiehe, out 
of your kv-Tidest louc, it hath pleased you to bestowe ujx>n me, I haue 
thocht goode not to omitt t^ continew in my hapfielie begunne course, 
by aduertishing you quliat is fartlier proceidit betuixt me and the 
Frenche anibassadoure, since the wr^ling of my last unto you* 
Within a shorte space after my retume from the bordouries, the said 
ambaflsadoure rejiaired unto me with new directions from the king 
Ids maister; the effecte of all consisthig b two pointes. First, the 
aayde king did sende me his hartiest and kindest thankes for that 
h»aing message of congratulation that I sent him by the lorde Hoome, 
with ftdl assurance of the continuance of his constant freindshipp 
unto mc ; and next, for a proofe of his unfained loue unto me, ho 
thocht gocKJe to foruarne me that the [»ope uas of intention to send a 
commission unto roe by the handis of the bisViop of [Vaison] ,* thair- 
by to make offer unto me of his goode will upon tuo conditions; 
first, that I wolde graunt libertie of cons<*ience to all the cat)io1iques 
in my kingdome, and next, tltat I wolde sende my oldest sonne to 
Rome, thaire to be brocht up ami instructetl ; but the ambassadoiire 
Raid, that, since liis maister know so well quhat it was to Ije a king. 
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he nothing doubtid of my refusal! to suche propositions, and that 
tJiairfoix? his raaister did aduyce me to giue as genttill refiiaall aa 
miclit be to that connssioii, and that he shoulde so workc as, notwith- 
standing my refusal I, I shoulde incurre no prejudice. My ausc»ure 
was, that I most hartelie thaiiked his malster for his louing and plain 
dealing, and that I thocht myself most Iiappie that had so greate a 
monareke to be both a coimselloure and ane agent for me, I haae 
also since the hearmg of this messsage ressaucd aduertishement from 
one of my subjectis in France, of the same comission intendit by the 
l>oiie, and wifhalb he sent me the arguments quhiche in that comis- 
sion wolde be iisid imttJ me, (or persuading me to graunte the said 
libertie of conclence, quhiche I doe lykewayes heinvithall send unto 
yon. But, as I doe greatlie wonder of thaire uanitie tliat can thinkc 
that I Carrie so corrupted cares as can j>atientlie heare of so on- 
reasonable demandis, so doe I fnllie coniitte me in all tliis to youre 
wisdome, for uiHjn youre aduyce only will I ground my behauioure, 
in kaicc any suche message come unto me. And thus, not doubthig 
but ye will fauourablie heare, and with conuenient sjjeede dispateh, 
this beai*are, I end with renewhig the assurance of tlie unfained 
I one of 

Youre most louing and oblcished brotlier and cousin, 

Jame^ R, 



Nu. LXXXIIL 

ELIZAD&TU TO JAMES. 

6th JANITARY 1602-8. COPY IV TBONI-SOTi US. P, 120. 

My very good brntlier. Hit pleaseth me not a little that my true 
intents without gloses or guiles are by you so gi-atefnlly taktMi, for I 
am nothing of the vile th'sposition of such iis while their neighlK>ur5 
house is likely tci be a-tyre, will not only not help but not affooinl thetu 
water to (juench the same, Yf any such yuu huA e himl of towani 
me, God grant he remember it not to well for thenu For the arclw 
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duke, alas ! f>oore man he wishcth every body Ijke liimself exeei)t his 
bunds, wich, without his brothei's help, he will sooae rt'i>eot his sigaory* 

I suppose thut considering whose apert enemy the king of Spaine 
is, you will not neglect so much your own honor txt the world 
(though you had no particular love to nie) as to ficrniitt his em- 
bassador in your land that so cnuselcsly persecutes such a princess 
OS never harmed him. Yea, such a one as, if hisdeccassid father had 
bene rightly informed, did better nierite at his hand tkm any prince 
on erth ever did to other. For where hath there bene an example 
Uiat any one king hath ever dcnyeil so fair a present as the wht>le 
seventene provinces of the Lowe Countries ? Yea, who not oidy wold 
have denyed them, but sent a douzen gentlemen to warne him of 
their sly ding fi-oni him, with offer of keeping them from the neem 
neighb<jrs hands, and sent treasui*o to paye the shaking townes from 
laps. Deserv^ed I such a reconi pence as many a com])Iot both foi* 
my lyfe and kingdom ? Ought I not to del'end and bereve Mm ol* 
such weapon as might inuaye myselfe ? He will say, I help Zeland 
and Holand from his Ikands. Na Y^f eyther his fatlier or huuself 
wold observe such otli as the emi>erour Charles obliged himself, and 
so in sequele his sonne, I wold not [have] delt with others territ<:>ryes. 
Hut they \iMv those by such covenants, as not observing, by their owne 
graunte« they are no longer bound unto them. But though all tins 
were not unknowen to me, yet I cast such right reasons over my 
shoulder, and regarded their gixKl, and have never defended them in 
a wicked quarrell And had he not niLxt that govemient, contrajy 
to his owne laws, with the rule of Sjiaimyards, all this had not 
neeiled. 

Now for the warning the French sent j^ou of Vesons anibasado to 
you. Mctlunks the king, yi»m-gnod brother, hath given you a good 
eavtat that, being a king, he sup|Hjseth by that measui'e that you 
wold deny such offers ; imd, smce neetles you will liave my cumicell, 
I can hardly beleeve tliat, being warned, your owne suhjc^^ts shall be 
nuffei'ed to com hito your rehne from such a place to such intent. 
Such a prekte, if he caine» shoidd be taught a better less^ni than 
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playe so presuinptious and bolde a part afore he knew your good 
lyking thereof, wich, as I liope, is farr from your intent ; so will his 
coming verify to much good Mr. Simples asseverations at Rome, 
of wich you have ere now bene warned ynough. Thus you see how 
to fulfill your trust imposed in me (wich to infringe I never mynde), 
I have sincerely made patent my sinceritie, and, though not fraught 
with much wisdome, yet stufied with greate good will. I hope yow 
will beare >vith my molestyng you to long with my skratching 
hand, as proceding from a hart that shall be ever filled with the 
sure afl^ection of 

Your loving and frendly sistar, 

Elizabeth R. 
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No. LXXXIV. 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

2l9T JULY 1586. COPY m THOMPSON MS. P. 69. 

Congratulations and thanks on the conclusion of a league between Eng^ 
land and Scotland, 

The league to which this letter refers bean date 5th July 1586, and is printed in 
Rjmer's Fcedera, xt. 803. 

My triall of your s\Ticere aflection, my dear brother, in the con- 
cluding of our league, hath ben both pleasing to my exi)ectacion and 
necessary for your government ; for both you have linked such a 
one to you as but your self canne ever separate, and you have made 
a quintessence of sum humours, which, if they had lyen lurking, you 
woold parchance have nourished them as mete instruments to sever 
your kingdoms quiet and your good frends love. But since you 
liave made so gwxl a tast how sower liquor they hold, and how 
grosly they woold handle so fine a peice a work as kings amitye, 
and how they woold have wreste<l every string to their owne note, 
remembring sum other tune more, |iaraventure, than any song of 
yours, I trust it shall serve for a memorial that such do no harme if 
they help not 

I have no woords to exjires the many thanks my brest yeldeth you, 
for your redy parforming of our covenant, wich by Gods grace shall 
ever remayn inviolated for my |iart, and doubt not of your just 
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reqiiitall Also I raust not forget the last kyntl letter you writt me, 
[mttirig to my choice of tyme and persons for our bordars mattars, of 
wliich I cannot presently make amiswcr imtill the return of my 
commissioners, after whose arryvall I shall not faile to signifie my 
further i*equest and determination therein, thinking my self infinitely 
beholding to your frank dealing in this behali*, and do promise that 
my chief contention with you sh(dl Ix% he4U*after, who may convince 
other ill all liuiiorable kymlnes, as knoweth the Lord God, whonie 
ever I b^ech preserve you with long reign and healthfiiU life. 
Your most assured and 

affectionate sister and cousin, 

Elizabeth It 



Nu. LXXXV. 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

8tu octoser 1588, copy \s tiionpson ms. p. 71 p 

Defeat of dm armadu — reliance the Spanmrjji phiced in Scottish help — 
the qiteeiiis thankfulness to James for his intention to have re^inted 
their landintj — s/te cautions him against being misled into making 
unreasonable demands upon her, 

Elizabetb*8 lutterH dnrint^ the armada period partook of the ttnivenuJ excitemetiL In 
the following, u in all her other letters written At that time, she a more plaiu-spoken oiid 
dircjct than usual. Tin? Hotnan catholic earls who haJ invited the Bpaniardt to Uun\ m 
Scuthind were at this time admitted more and more to Jamca*K coufidcncc. The moaU^r of 
GUmmis was dismissed from his charge of captain of the king's gmird, and die office wni 
bestowfil tipun the «arl of Huntly. These circumstances naturally excited iu the numl uf 
EUxabetb the sttspicion which is ohvioizs in the Latter p«rt of the following tetter. 

Alheit, my deer hrother, tlie mighty maUee and huge annyes of 
my hatefull enemyes and causeless foes hath apparently spitt out 
their venimous poison and mortal 1 hate, yet, throgh Gods goodnes, 
our jKiwer so weakned their pride [and] cut of their nunibers at the 
first, that they ran away to thoii* further overthi*owe, Antl so inighdy 
hath our God wrought tor onr imiocency, that [places of tlieir grmtust 
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trust hath tumiil to proseciito them most^ yea, every j)lace liatli 
scrvid the tunie to mine their liojn*, cle.stroy thcinselves> and t^^kc 
tJicm in the snare they laide for our feet Ilis ble^ssid name be ever 
miignified therefore, and graunt me U) ho Imjulily tliankftiU, though 
never hahle to requite the lest part ^>f such unmeasurable gijoduess I 

Among the rest of their succours, I sup|»ose your reahne to have 
bene sup|X)sid not to have bene least willing, nor the most unready, 
to aunswer their trust, wich I doubte not had aiisweryd their ex- 
I)ectation, if your naturall aflection towarde me and regarde of our 
strayte auu'tie had not imjK^achetl their landing ; wich though they 
never profered, yet I have cause, by your promise, vow, and assu- 
rance, to acknowledge your full intent to have resbted such attempt, 
and doe take your reatlines in no less kinde parte than If tlie acte \n\d 
bene put in execution ; and if (wich Gad forbyd) any dangerous 
course shoulcl be attempted against your quyet estate, I will shew 
myself most ready, by all meanes and force, to resist and overthrow 
the same, so as my reqintill shall ever acquite your kingly over- 
tures. 

And if any shall (to increase your good favor towards them) instill 
in your eares to demand such uufitt and unseasonable demands at 
my hands as may not lie fittly graunted, for som waighty reasons, and 
yet suppose, that for fcare you fall to other course, I may lio in* 
thiceil to yeld therto, lett me use you in this as right amitiere(piireth, 
wich consjsteth ehietly in plainc and sincer deaUng. l^ight deer brother, 
be assured, that, you cannot, nor ever will, more speadily demand 
things hon<*rable and secure than my entire goml affection shidi ever 
be most ready to corrcsponde you; but, if any shall bereqmVwl that 
my present estate shall not |*ermitt as sure for me, than abuse not 
y*»ur judgment with so conti-aiious th<juglits» for never shall dread of 
any mans behaviomr cause me doo ought tliat may esbrandill * the seat 
that BO we! is settled. Thereof judge notn, tluit I will not ever deserve 
yoiu* aniitie as that you need seeke your owne mine by following 
others wills, wlio seek your wrak if you leave your surest friend, 

* Shake or <1isquii.*tf rhmnl^r. 
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And thus, with trust that my true gcnxl will shall be rightly skanned, 
I end to trouble you with this long skryblbg, with my million of 
thanJvs for your most frenilly and kyude offers, wieh never shall out 
of my memory; a.s knowith the Lord, who bless you with all felicity 
ajid many years of raigiie. 



No. LXXXVL 

ELfZABETH TO JAM&S. 

SAID TO HAVE BEEN WRITTO IN HECEMSER 1588. COl'Y IN TttOMFSON MS. P. 73, 

Tlie qiieeii int£i*c€iles laiih James an bckaJf of the Low Countrm^ wfiom 
he had threatened iriiJi letters of mark for ili4i recovery of debts due to 
hk mihjeets. 

My decre care of your honor and good estate, my deer brother, 
perrmtts me not to overs li|j any cause wherein I supose any demi- 
nution to befall to ej^her, and, driven by so good a ground, it will 
not dislike you (I make me sure) if 1 write you my mynd in such 
[a] case. And this it is. The states of the Lowe Comiti-ej^s, whome 
you are not ignorant I have and doo ayde, to keep them in bi*eth 
from the extixnime i-uinc tliat is ment them, finde themselves sorely 
a^^rrevid, that, at this t}^ne of tlieir greate neede, to releeve their 
own dan^^^er, their countiTes loss, and their continual! well-ny 
inijiort^ble charges, you, that profess the true religion, *ajid protest 
such inward affection to advance that cause, can find in your hart sr» 
great neglect of them and their wants, as at tins se^^jon, so out of 
season for them, to make a clajTiie for debts owed to your subjects ; 
wich when 1 hard, 1 could no le^s doo than to make it knowen unto you, 
my deal' brother, how sorry I was to heai'e of such a proposition, togi- 
ther with the manace of letters of mart if the spedelyer it were not 
answeryd. Consider, I beseech you, of yom* dealings in this sorte ; how 
you shall wound your frend, glad your foes, and wrong yourselil Who 
w ill belive that you pass of [that] reli^on» that suffers the profbssorsi 
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t*> |KTisli ? Yesi, wbo will supjxise tliat your ainitie is sownde to me, 
whaii you aflect my party ? Nay, I pniy Gtid the enemy, who caritli 
for ne>^her of us, make not a skome of our frendship, as thinking it 
full fa\Tit4? and feeble, I meiine not her by that it is not I'eason for a 
king to right his subjects of wrong, and to procure, in tyme con- 
venyent, snch seemly remedies as may fit his place and help kis 
vassals loss. But the most* of this consiste in the tyme, and lor the 
parsons. For, as yon shall perceave, a great somme of this great 
value is not the debt but of other countryes and captiiius, whom© 
they rule not, according as at length my servant hath charge to tell 
you, with my most eifectuoua desyre and earnest rerpiest that you 
more regarde the cause and tjTne than any private subjects suite, 
and that it might please you, all these things well wayed, to surcease 
any preparation that might make shew to amioye them. Albeit I 
doubte no wliitt but they niight defend themselves against a greater 
force; yett, let no man saye that by your hand they be afflicted 
that have miserie yuough. And thus I end, with my most affec- 
tionate petition that these lyncs be considered according to the hart 
that wrytea them, who never ceasith to pray for your best, as Go<l h 
witness. 



No. LXXXVII. 

ELIZABETH TO JAMKS. 
IGtH MAHCa iSSS-y. COPY I« IOOMPSON 3W8. p. 76. 

The qiMn remon&trates xcith James for his conduct U^wartU tlie Roman 

caUioUc earh^ 

This letter will be fatind to be suffioientlj iUtistmted bj the remarks intmdtictory to 
No. XXXVI. 

My deere brother, I am drj^^in, tlirough the greatness of my care 



♦ So in the MS, Tlic Beri«M? ooems to require " wor^t.''* Tlie woni ** for" iti the ktter 
part of tbc senK^neo i» proba!ily nn interpolation. 
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Ibr your sure estate, to complaine to your self of your self, wonder- 
ing not a little what injurious plajiet against my neerest neighbours 
raigiiith with such blindness as suflHth tliem not to forsee their hang- 
ing j>erill and most iitimineiit danger. Shall I excuse them, [thatj 
they know it not ? I am to true a witness that ignorance cannot ex- 
cuse, as hai-ing bene a most neer spy to finde out those trecheryes. 
Must I say they dare not ? Far be it from kingly magnanimity to 
harbrough in their breast so unseemely a gesL Have 1 no excuse 
to serve them for payment ? Well, thim, most I wayle that I can- 
not mend, and if ther befall them misliap, I am not guilty of such 
disastre. Yet can I not tlesist, though I might be discouraged, to 
beseech you in Gods name not to overslip such happy occiisions as it 
hath pleased God to revele imto you. For if, whan they be at your 
side, you will not make yom-sclt' a proffit of their wrack, how will 
you cateh them whan tliey are aloose from you ? Let to late ex- 
amples serve you for patem, how dishonourable it is to prolong to 
doo by right, that [s^diich] after they arc driven to doo by extre- 
mity. Yea, and perchance, as being taught to take heede, they will 
shunn the place of danger, and so your dtmger worse than the others. 
It had bene for Qyour] honor aiid surety neuer to have touched, 
than Bo slightly to keep them, in a skome, in durance ; to be ho- 
nored witli your presence, with all kyndnes, and soone after to be 
extolid to your deerest chamber. Good Lonl I What uncouth and 
never-hanl[-ofJ trade is this ? You must pardon my plaine dealing, for 
if my love ware not gi*eater than my cause, as yuu treate it, I should 
content my self to see them wr^ickt with dishonor that couteums 
all loving warnings and sister-iyke counselL I pray God there be 
left you ti(ue (you have delt so untimely) to be able to apprehend 
and touche such as ihu-es boldly, throwgh yoiu* sufti"ance, attempte 
any thing they list, to bring you and your land to the slavery of 
such as neuer yet spared their own* I know not how gracious they 
will be til you and your realme. When they get footing they will 
suffer few feete but their owne. Awake, tlierfore, deer brotler, 
out of yoiu* li>ng slomber, and deal I like a king who will ever rai^^ 
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alone in his owne. If they found you stoate, you should not lack 
that wold foDowe joa^ and leave rotten posts. 

I marvell at tlie store you make of the Sf>anyards, hchx^ the 
qpoylea of my wrack. You writt me word not one should byde 
with you, and now they must attend for more company. I am sony 
to see how small regard you have of so great a cause, I may 
clayme by treaty that should not be; but I bope^ without such 
claime, seeing your home practises, you will quickl\^ ryd your relme 
of them with speede, wich I doe expect for 3'our owne sake, not the 
least for myne, of whome you may make sur rockening, if you aban- 
don not yourself to be protected by [me] for ever. iViid thus I end by 
axing a right interpretation of my plaine and sincere meaning and 
wish ever to you as to my self, as knowtth the Lord, who ever 
I beseech to preserwe you with long and happie days. 16 Mar. 
1588, 



Na LXXXVra. 

l^UZABfTH TO JAMES. 
19t» may 1$8$. corv tx tmomnon us. r« dO. 

T%e timff hacmg b0m moixmful oter the reheUwrn Homan eaiitdk 
ncblm, M warned m4 to inmi ikem again^ but to /umh that trmttn 
wilkjmiiGei 

Thfa fatly m Mi^iid ia lli« iimr^ 0i <mt MB. U> the 19tti H^ 1^.S9. aa4 |mln|M 
that >Hh> corwet date, ahhg^ it ■etmt tqwOI j uffSmMt to Hfcc <areiinifi»f w <f ISH . 
la belli 7«Mi tfMTt ««•» i^bdUos ef tk0 B«(aui oUbdie Mtik Im tbfs §Ptmm jm* ^ef 
Biatferai la great Covet at *^tbe brig «# Dm,** but fl«d vilfciMit rttikl^g a blov, mi iIm 
^pnmA oi die kisg. In tlie Utter, ihtj di^Htsd lbs himg» §anm kt 1b« bMtlt oT afaa< 
liisil, b«t iren wip p wMua bj cbe biag blmctf * tfarir ■MwnJbiliii <iaf niji ■!, mmI bhaj o# 
thiur iBlWwat esfevtvd. The ka^i buMniilmi nmmSkOm wkk dK In^o* ^ tkmn- 

OioB, mt^Uk to i» b» iaterod tea Ibt iilli«ii^ kttv« pefal» to Ui»$ b« «*« 

■■gi% whieb 4m^ w^tm tb» wpitiii— <rf lb» y Jtou» tbt Ua^^- ji i ^^mi l 4ai^pr«M4 

• yalimf, mbbi mm* ^ropcrif applic^bl* to 161^1. 

Si&oe your hOe to true expoyeoc^ my deer bc^other « halh« erm 
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with tlie victory es of your rebbels, made sufficient acquittance of the 
slaunder fowlly raade of my most true and unfayned advertisments, 
so am I iTplenisheil witli joy, that mj deer eares have accomplished 
my belioufFulI dcsb'es for your most necdfull warahigs, and gi\^ my 
lowliest thanks to the hygh God, for his glorious goodness shyiiid 
upon you with 
having tliis 



now, 



his favtirabk- eyes; hoping tliat you will shunne 
advanUige, the ftiture pcrrill that such attempts 



may breede you, and that you w ill feare, through such negligence, 
to tempt ti) farr the wrath uf Him that gave you this upper haiid, 
For if pitie of tlie parties that never remenibred yon, whose former 
offences were not so old that the memorie thereof needes be forgot- 
ten, netlier yet the new falling, evin, to tJie same offence, w ich 
promesith snvdU hope of ever amends, may serve, I will not per- 
suade myself tiiat a meaner than a king will ever tollc-rate so oft, so 
dangemus, and opprobrins contempts. Small honor, wisdome, or fbr- 
sight will tlie world tlu-oughout supose m that prince tliat will ibr 
fond lyking or armftdl rcmors periE his owne bayne, God forbid 
you sliouk! lose the reputation of a king-like ndc, that, so unlike a 
king, would work your own reprocbe. For they be actions, not 
words, wich paynts out kings truly in their conlours. And there 
be so many vewai^s of tlieir facts that their disorders permitts no 
shades, nor will abide excuses. I beseech you, therefore, despise 
not tlie work tliat God liatli fraimd, nor yet contenme the counsel! 
tliat your assm'ed geve you, and neglect not the many warnings 
that those mens own demerites have layde before you, nor forgett 
the flanger that your owa |>arson hatii naiTowly escajxid, but finish 
this treason with justice, wich no man may reproch, but eveiy^ crea- 
tnre laude. 

Take me, my deere brother, aright, as that creature that ev^ 
shmmeth to take bloud^ but of those tliat might and shold have be- 
tray tnl the hmocent, and, hi such cases, the less evill is to be chosen. 
Of malice I Sjitnike nothing, God is witness, but for yom* best is all 
my care, and so I hope you will rightly interprete all my testes, 
wich all shall ever tende to your ma«t safety and true honor. Let 
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me figuratc afore your eyes what should be the clanger if tliis princi* 
palls should be skantid of their right, Thej are the same mea. 
They live and love you not, with whom tliey have practised. 
What should rule you to trust tlieir curtesy so farr as to leave it 
ready in their hands to take you, aa they ment, make you another 
princes prisoner and captive, subiect your realme, and translate it to 
the owner of anotlier coiuitry ? If the hope of all these dangers 
might not lye u[»on tl»e trust of so often and so late oflFenders, you 
r might {K?Thaps be seduced by dangerouse rulvice to more* them and 
mine youi-self But when you behold this table, I feare not so 
perrillous an act And thus I send my foolish but loving diseoturse, 
reccavirig much contentment that your valour amiddes most danger 
uicouraged your faithfiiU, damrted yoiu* tra>i;ors, and joyed your 
frends. 



No. LXXXIX- 

ELUABETH TO JAMBS, 

ItlTII APAtL 15iK». COPY IN TBOMWOW Mft. P, 85. 

The mieen ur^es Sanies to gii}^ attrition to the affairs of his kingdotn — 
relianre of the Spaniards itjton Scottlnh hdp* 

The doto MAigmsd Above to this letter la tliut i^veti to it tii the ttuu^ of our MS. If 
It be aecnnitc, tlic \ciXQf wiu written to Jamu« befon3 hU returu froro Dennmrk. He und 
Mi i|ttMD sailed fntm Crunenbur^h on the 2 let April an<l landed nt Lcitii on t!»e l«i May 

My deere brother, I finde an old English proverb truly Tcryfit^, 
that " a feast long looked is go*xl when it comith/* by your late re- 
|>orte tliat this gentleman hath brought ine. For, after many 
monithes no knowledge of your good estate, I perceave the finishinc? 
of youi* late nii[»ciall feaste, and of your saib escape from eminent 
dangers, for wich I have bene so careftill, as a gi*eat burden of 
heavy thoughts are thereby nnladen from my brest, and yelde to 

* PetliAp* ■ miftako of the tnuucriber for '* ipttre.** 
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God the thaiiksf and not to any your indevour, who tempted (I 
think) to much His goodness in adventuring his nierey. I cannot 
but render you a million of thanks, that, .though it were long first, 
yet at lengtli you right mo so much as to supjjose of ray content to 
heare of your safety. And as to touching your home causes, I as- 
sure you they neede much a kings eye, and are to greate slenderly 
to he goveniicL Yf you wold trust true warnings, you would have 
kept your subjects, yea your greatest, in better awe and more feai'e 
than they be* For Gods sake, and your own surety, looke better to 
your kingdom tlian you have don. Boldnes will make to many 
rulars, if no kings ; ntmia familiaritas general contemptum* You may 
belive rne, for expt^rience;, though not to trust me for my witt And 
judge rightly of me, tJiat as I bare none of yours mahce, so can I 
not endure that tlieir bold attempts shall shake your state, or trouble 
your neighboiu's. Thcr are not yet three days jmst, since I in- 
tercepted a note that was sent conceniing the surety that the 
Spaniai^d had of frcndes in your contry, and that your out iles were 
assured to have succour from yom' inlande lords^ and both to joyne 
with the fbreners ayde. Yf you suppose that these advertisnients 
are inventions and no ti'uthe, I vowe unto you, on ray knowledge, 
you are in an extreme error, and am afrtiyd, if you shorten not such 
woork, they will spyne you such a thred fis will maiT the fashon of 
your dominion, I have imparted something of tins matter to this 
gentleman, as allso aunswere tt> those twoo points that conceme both 
lege * and unity, and, as you see I have reraembred more your affaires 
than myne owne, so I trust you will think that I yeld my self 
obliged unto you that have such a care for such things as doo 
concern ns both. So I comitt you, ray deerc brother, to Gods 
sefe tuition, who ever guide you to doo that is best for your 
surety. 



Lngae. 
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No. xa 

ELIZABETQ TO JAMKS. 

DAT! 3fOT ASCEXXAIWED. COPT IN T80IIPSO3W US. P, 126. 

The queen e^ptahke to Jamns what has passed between her and an am- 
basmdor resident in London respecting a baron ttho is with James — 
altkcmffh of tfie feminine seje^ t/te queen cati nether endure aj^ronts — if 
aught be in her of valitey it is that she can keep her ourn counsel and 
that of her friends. 

BuoQ Bonragh ww '* with Jamesi.'^ u we have Men, in 1593. and b*roD Zoucbe in 
1594, but I euukot fix tJouui tetter u hAving referefice to eitber of them. 

Mr deer brother, I suppose you will not conceave an evill impression 
of mjr judgment, nor my affection to you so small, as tliat I shold so 
lung have refrayned my hand from such gratefiill acceptance of so kind 
a letter as your last did shewe me, were it not that I shold disformsh 
myne of answere of that wich you required to kiiowa For, tliough 
I have well noted the sondry tyroes that this resident ambassador 
hath had my audience, in wich many kindness [es] have pased in 
wonted sort, yet nothing more was said but that the baron witli you 
hath not, nor ever shall, have other commission than to remember 
you^ for your owne w^ele, to commit t no tiling that might displease 
me, but warne you to beleevc that it is your oidy surety to relye of 
mee ; and, of the other matter, not one word I heard. Nowe, for 
your good advice you gave him, I never heard more necessarie 
counsell for him, if he have grace to foUowe it ; but he hath to much 
about him to be capable of such advice^ But, as I told his am- 
bassador, I sawe he wold make me to vaine glorious to have the fame 
alone of resisting his bold attempts* For I did vowe» that, tliuugh I 
were of the feminyne sexe, I cold never endiu'e such affronts as of 
late he hath done many. For my shallow braine wold not fadome 
so deep ob to consider so much of my i>eople that I left my sell'e out 
of the reckoning, but I shold tliinke that I shold msike botJi tliem 
and me contenmed if my ennemyes should see I cold beare so much. 
The kmg is so used with my fond sjieeches that he will looke of the 



168 



LETTEHS OF ELIZABETH AND JAMES VL 



experience of my love, and Ictt my tbllyes go. Thus you see, my 
good brother, tlmt I am of this religion, *jui vadit plam, vadit sane. 
For your t>art, you Iiave pliiyed it in this matter so wisely, and with 
such good caution, thiit not I alone, who findes my selfe indebted to 
you for your kindenes, but your selfe might by good reason cau * your 
selle thanke for using so good a methode with yoiur well beloved. 
And remember that, for silence, yon made not your worst choyco 
of mee, that never yet uttered worde that you desired might be 
reserved, and of that assure you, for, if ought be in mee of vaUie, 
that is not the lest, that I can bothe keep mine ov^Tie comisell and 
my firends, and m re^ompence, if ought best worth, that I can paye 
you with, ^ccompt this prayer in eheefest degree, that I desyr that 
all yours that best ought do carry a sound and unspotted I'aith unto 
you, not seeking more tlieir owne than yours. 

This is my text, as for paraphrases I can make none, and ende this 
scribling with my hartie thankcs and best wishes to you, from 
Your most afi'ectionat sister and cousin. 



No. XCL 

ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

DA>TB NOT ASCKETAITTED. COPT m THOIll'SON MS. P. ISO. 

Th£ queen defetids her condmt tmeards JanteSf and complmns bttterlt/ of 
/m lethartjic inattention to im kimjdmn — (tl^o of hk inurepreneiita- 
tionji of her eonduet made to foreipn princes* 

£ believe th» letter to hA¥e been written in 16&5, on the occation ot the cootncv 
between Elizabeth and James lUlud^d to m the introduction to letter No. LVIIL, Imt 
not being quite eert&in 1 liavtj prufenvd placing it in the appendix. Thii lettm* is a noble 
Tendication of the queen ^ geuemi line of policj to wards Jamet^ and wit I L>e found well 
worthy of attention. 

My deer brother. May it agree w^ith my deserts that what hath 
bene should either be so forgotten as hit be not acknowledged, or so 
neglected as if ought were forslowen that mecte were for the season ? 

• So in the MS. The Mnee neetiii to require **clann" or *^ challenge^" or •tmie 
rtynon^rmoni wckrd. 
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Was it my iiuilu or your erTor, that your rebells^ when I kiiewe 
they were sueh^ had so stroiige hold in your favoure as mauie a 
monneth post yow were pleased to counte them but yours [in 
dearest] sort. Ye,% when they were fiill neere you, they must not 
bee seen, hut so dandle[d] as best merite couKl scarce crave more. 
What needed an armie to p\u*sue such as might so aoone be had ? 
Wbie put you yoiu" [>erson to suche a laborious voiage when many a 
day atbre you might with less pavnes ajid mure honoiu- liave hafl 
them ? But who was then in dee[>e lethargie» Uiat gave so long a 
breatli to so ivell a cause, and brede a caused doubt, no suspected lack, 
but to plaine an oversight? And must h for all my warnings, for 
all my presents, for all my watchftdl howerlie care, be so well re- 
warded as one that either brake vowe or overslipt matter ? For the 
first, I never knew you at other neede then that your will made you^ 
and so that tume might easelle be borne with lesse then tliat I sent 
yotL I neglect your causes ! would God you cure«l as well your 
disseased state as I have narrow lie watched to see it preserved. 
That manic monneth hatli past since my letters visited you not, lay 

I Dot the burden on the shoulilers that deserve<l it not, but remember 
what courage was given to proceed further, when yet the thanks are 
to Ix* given for tiiat was last bestowed. 

And well It were if that were alL I irke that my pen should 
write tlie rest^ SupiK>se you that so long a raigne jis mine hath so 
fewe frentls, or want so narrowe intelligence, as tliat complaints and 
moans made to forraine estates, of straight dealings made by such m 
ought most have helped you, could be kept secret from my know- 

' ledge ? But if you fihould lie aaked, what you would have done 
more then [uirsue them to their confines, I think you would Imve 
aunswered them at leasnre, to make them suppose mon* thun cmM 
be sayd. Nowe, deare brother, thinke with younii*Hl What 
meaneth this ? To get a newc, or keejK* the ohlft ? I am more 
some that by my example they may have cuu**e to doubt your trewe 
measure to tliem, when lM»tter and firmer have had sf) evell requital!. 
There is no kinge, nor potimtate, to whom, I thanke God, I nc<*de 

CAMT>. ftoa as 
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yeld account of my actions, and yet so gincere they shall ever be as 
the}^ shall ever passe current with honour ainids all there censures^ 
and wiU disdaine that any liave the precedence of bf»th my wourds 
and actions, of wich even tlfccniselves have geven me so good testi- 
inofiie, that I beleave your {H?rswations came too late to make them 
hcHeve the eoiitrarie. 

Judge nowe, witli ine, whetlier my sUence have had just groimd, 
and wTiether any of my ranke, if I had used them so, would have 
forgotten so unseeming a j^art And yet, for all tliis, if I may per- 
ceave you to regreat such a traitment, and to assure to binde such 
one to me as you affirnie }ou shall, be sure that if any your 
traitors with their combined faction shall any way assaile you, you 
shall finde me awake, as having no drowsie humor when your aftaii's 
neede speede assisstance. And wul<l not hu\e you doubt, that I 
trust more at your eimemies hands but the worst they can, and most 
they may. If you had belecved it as ^\ ell, yom^ lords had not bene 
in place for ayde, nor out of ^our hands to treate lu you Ibte. 
With my assm-ed aflection to your iK?rson and for your good, I end, 
commiting you to God's safest tuition. 

Your affectionate sister, 

Elizabeth R, 



No. XCII. 

JAMES TO ELIZABETH. 

DATR NOT ASCEBXJLINED, COPT l?t THOUPSOK ll£. P. 59.* 

An anmms and arrumyiis letter, e^vprtming umtiety for an adcnowltdge- 
ment of a poem sent I^y James to Hie queen^ m ** ah incerto axdhore,^ 
ami sending a sonnet ijidosed — begging also iliat tlte queen mil trust 
the present inessenger* 

I B.Tn unable to fix the date of thi« eurioite letter, nor hare I been able to find a 
copy of the sonnet alluded to. i should conjecture tite tetter to have been written \cry 
late in the reign of Elixabeth. 

Madame and deai'est sister. Notwithstanding of my instant writtiJig 
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ijme letter unto you, yet could I not satisfie my unrestfull and longing 
preit, except be writting of this feu lynes, fjuhilk, albeit thay do not 
satisfie it, yet tliay do stay the unrest tbairof^ quhill the aiisour is re- 
tuniing of this present. Madame. I did send you befoire* 
Sensine, dame Cinthia hes oft reneuid hir hornis, and innumerable 
tjTiies soupit with hir sister Thetis, and the berare thtiirof retumit, and 
yet uoyde of ansoure. I doubt not ye haue red, bou Cupidis dart is 
fyry caUid because of the suddaine insnairing and restles burning 
thairafter. Quhat can I ellis judge, but that ather ye had not re- 
ceaned it^ except the Ivearare returned with the contrary report, or 
ellis that ye judge it not to be of me, because it is incerto aulhore ; 
for quhilk cause I haue insert my name to the end of this sonnet heir 
inclosit. Yet, one uay am I glaid of the ansouris keiping up, l>e- 
cause I hoipe nou for ane maire full, after the rtH^ling also of thir 
presentis, and heiring this bearar dilaite this puri>ose mair at large, 
according t*j my secreit thochtis ; for ye knau dcid lettiris cannot 
ansoure na questionis ; thairtbre, I most pray you, hou unappeirant 
so euer the purpois be, to trust hira in it, as ueill as yif I myself spak 
it unto you, face be face, quliilk I oald wish I micht, sen it is 
sjiecially in any maner only for that ptirjxise that I haue send hinit 
Thus, not doubting of your courtesie in this farr, I conunitt you, 
madanie and dearest sister, to Goddis holy protection, the day and 
dait as in the uthcr letter. 

Your mair louing and aftectionatt 

brother and cousin then (I feir) yet ye beleue, 

JA3I£S R. 



• A blank in Mm MS, 
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No, XCIIL 
ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

DATK NOT AflCERTAtiVEP. RYDER I1S&« ELIZ. NO. 28. OUIU. AUTOaRAFB. 

Tfie quern w <piemd that Jmiies has no one al*aut him through whom lt€ 
can aound to the bottom tJie recent conspiranj atjabut his life — she 
holds no man w dear that he should not viahe his last fjaap for such 
an intent — the accused shall be attached if he return into Enoland — 
site cannot think th4 lords ijuilty of any treasonable d^i^i^jn — i}t€ 
wickedness of die time makes kimjs mad — tfie quceiis chokrick humour 
— she has sent a gentkman to the kinff who is very wise and faithful 
honest — ha-'t never berfuilcd t/ie poorest vassal with a broken word, 
and hopes she s/tuU not live to use sudi iniquity witJi one of James e 
estate, 

I am unable to fix the dale of thi» letter to my own Batiafaotion. Tlie French addrea wm 
not used by Elixiiboth m any of the prcTious lettcra after 1586. If written before that yeiur, 
it may re}alo to circuniBtanoej connected with ther liaid of Kuthven, or with >ottte of tli« 
plotfl of the banHhed lords during the iksccndancy of Arran. If written Rlter 15S6, U 
prohjibly rulates to one of Botbwcil's mud uttGxupU. 

My deare brotlicr, It grives oot a little my cureftil rayndu of your 
safety, that you sliuld want any one person wherby you uii^ht sound 
to the botoiiie so great a |>i!ril as aperes by your ambassiidor was 
practised u^aiiist your owue lite. For this assure yourselfe, that 1 
hold no man so deare as he shuld not make his last gaspe that I 
knewe liad euer suehe intent, if it vver but that you appartaiue [mito] 
me so nerely iu bloud, besides the lieu of king you hold ; and of this 
doubt not, but al the menes shal be foimd that possible may attache 
him if he make his retourne into this land. And for the lonls, I 
cannot see tliat the shal be found coulpable of so inomie a crime yf 
ether othes or reason may gouverne my iugement^ sins more Inituid 
to auy other sucecdar the cannot be; and some of them, if the had 
had so treasoble tiioght, might or now haue executed it, hauinge 
than iu tlier h^mdes your person; but al I leue tt.) fui'der trial, as 
she that myiuls to kipe them under garde to answer furdar profe. 
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I hope you wol lay to my charge ao forgetfulnes that I Jiaiie re- 
tarded a spetial gentleman to visite you on my hehalfe, but rather 
impute it to the wickcdnes of tlus time, that uuxkes kiBges this yere 
mad, some in liauiuge tA> muche parieiice, and niyseUe, i>tjssessinge a 
choleriiiue humor, in expecting what migfit be tlie but of tlies 
dessaina ; and if I coulde haiie fomid a sphinx to haue exjx^unded 
thcr ridel, I had not failed to send yon tliis bearar long agone, for I 
haue not so snial a parspectiue in my neighbors actions, but 1 haue 
foresene some wi(!ked enent to folowe a careles gouvernement 
And now that thos bodings haue not begiled me> I haue tltoght ex- 
I)edient tliat youe shuld not be ignoriint of my sincere and plain 
mening in thes causes ; bothe how I take them, and how I niynde to 
kijie my owne dores from my ennetnis malice ; and so do wisclie 
that oui' solide ami tie may overthavvrt thes develische machines** 
This gentilman is very wise and faitliiul honest I beseche you 
tiiuor liim with tiie liiring f of suche charge us trom me he hathe re- 
ceavedj and uudie as sure aceompt of nie, as of wlioin you recken 
your surest trust* I never yet begiled the powrest vassal with a 
broken worde. I shal not Hue, 1 ho^ie, to use suche iniquitie with 
one of youi' estat. And thus I leue to molest ytm hingai', with my 
infinite prayers for your longe |jrosj>erltie to many a yere untold ; 
and so, right deare brother, I conmiit you to the living God. 
Your most assured loving sistar and cousin, 

Elizabeth U. 

mounsieur mon bon fi'ere et cousin 
le roy d'Escosse. 



* So iu ]k1S« for macAinaiiont. 
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No. XCIV. 
ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

DATS NOT ASCEBTAIlfBD. RTDBK MW. XLIZ, NO. 33. OBIO. AOTOOKlPH. 

77i£; general faitJiles&nesB of the times causes tfie queen to rejoice the more 

at Jameis last dispateh—tftese latter dat/s of the world are too weak 

to retain bodies sound enough to carry good minds — caution against 

ifie fake advisers by tvliom James was surrounded — praise of Aw 

atnbassador^ 

Thk lofctor wm wntten at a time when James wm expoied to th« hke oomuela of the 
Sjianiih party, but I have not 1>o«d able to fix ito date with any certainty. Theoriguial is 
▼erj mueh dtsfoeed hy time and rough naage. 

Riglit deare brother, I had thoght that this wreached faitheles time, 
in wiche the subiectshaue license to depriiie bothc life aodland from 
princis rule, had y elded no comar for in j delyght, but by your last 
despeche, I find that tlierein my winning * bathe somewhat begiled my 
thoglites, and makes me see that God meneth not to make you 
blind amonge some of your felowes, who willingly let slip the raines 
of ther reason to the wyl of tber sedicious rebelz ; but I perceiue 
that bis grace, %vbo I trust wyl neuer leaue you, hatlie inclined your 
hart to bate the ground- work of sucbe miscliifs, and bent you to 
take the better part, and so, that you be sure of my fast and firme 
good wyl, that haue made good prote thereof not many dayes past^ 
and mind so to continue, with more increase than any litel diminu- 
tion. My i>cn may not with equal balance countervaile the thank es 
that my beai*t yeldes you, for your g[reat] and large offers of al the 
semice you have to help me withal, as also, in particular, not regard- 
ing Sfxjtted bloud, in respect of ni>iie mitainted, wiclie sliid neuer haue 
any impurenis in your behalf. These lattar dayes of tlie world are 
to weke to retaine so sound bodies as may cary good nilndSj but 
ratlier al incbned to what may be worst thoght and w^ckedJest done^ 
It is more than time that we diat mean not to folowc a false bamier, 
nor to make one in a wicked crowd, shuld so strengthen om'selfis and 
fast joining the knot of oui' frendeship, as they that haue wil may 

* whining. 
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Laiie no might to harm, and that the (ace of omr enemies may tume 
tiie backe of ther attemps, and leaue to them no hope to receiae 
atigbt els than shame, as ther malice is wimes. You shall find 
in me al readenes to do al that may serue this tomn, and tliogh I 
knowe ther lacketh no zizania amonge your come, nor lurking 
intelligencers of your actions^ nor wants no fine perswaders imdar 
coulor of your greatnis to wrest you to imbrace the serpentz that 
shal sting you, yet I beleave your worde, a[nd] feare no others hate;, 
with the opinion that being wise, and used to many humours, you 
wyl haue skll not to look what tJie be but what the say, and not 
to suppose that wicked folkes can be made true counsdars, nor that 
they shal euer prospier that lean to rotten aides, whos marisehals haue 
more mynding of hors-hokes ^an of comfiany. The firmist ground, 
therefor, is fittest ftjr your trust, and, in iiindeship Ciceroes rule, 
that the have traitted and be assured measure. 

This is all for the present I meane to iroble you with, saving to re- 
quest you accept my most affectionat thankes for the zeal your em^ 
bassador shewed me, by your ofiers by caiitain Brewes tliat you 
would make me, I assure you tliis shal never fid to ground but be 
iroploled upon a grats^ prince. I mus[t not] leave out the praises 
that I think deue to your ambassadors merite. If you had bin present 
you could have wisched him to use your affayres in no eamestar, no 
more faithful sort I assure you he hath desarued your fauor for 
the traic in your great trust the lords as mu hate as of 

yours his negotiating I of his spetiall a . I beseech 

you let him [have your] fauor therefore^ [I commend] you^ my dere 
[brother], to tlie truition of the [Almyghty], who [ever have you in 
his keeping. 

Your assured loving systar and cousin, 

Elizabetu R] 

[Addresaedy] 

A mon tres bon frere et cousin 
le roy d'Escose. 
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No. XCV. 
ELIZABETH TO JAMES. 

DATE NOT ASCERTAINED. RYDER MSS. ELIZ. NO. 32. ORIG. AUTOGRAPH. 

The queen has heard that some Scottish lords set up Roman Catholicism^ 
and pretend that thei/ have the Mng*s leave — it is said that James 
feigns unth others, and lets tliese people proceed until they acquire such 
power tliat he may allege tliat they compel him to tolerate thenu 

This letter refers to a period of James's reign when he was winking at the pro- 
ceedings of the catholic lords, but I have not been able to determine its exact date. The 
conjunction of Rome and Rheims seems to point to about the year 1580. The mention of 
the latter place limits the date between 1578, when the seminary priests were expelled 
from Douay, and 1593, when they returned thither. 

I here, even now, suche newes as for your sake, more than my 
none, I rue. Shal the enuious of our irendeship at Rome, Remes, and 
elz wher, vant of the veritie of ther long profesie so far furthe as 
at ani instant the audacitie of some of your lordz be so far advansed 
to infringe your late cdictz with ther bold example, to set up an 
other religion than your owne in your realme, and say the haue your 
leue thcrfor? I pray God you looke not tlirough your fingars at 
suche attemps, or eles litel hold may be taken to your profession. 
Therfor I pray you let your correction with spede be suflScient ad- 
uocat for your clemis in this action, and stop the tongues of suche 
as say you ar surely thers, and do but fain with others, and letz al 
run to that scope that you might aleage that compelled you 
did it Right deare brother, you sec how [I] am sturred, whan 
ought I see that might appaule your honor, or bringe in question 
your constancy. I pray God assist you with his spirit, that no false 
perswations, undar coular of your good, do not take hold to peril 
your estat by suche as care more for others than you. Thus the 
Lord euer kepe you from al insouercntie. 

Your assured loving systar and cousin, 

Elizabeth R. 
[^Addressed,'] 

To my deerest brother and cousin the king of Scotts. 
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SOCIETY, 



FOR T0e PUBLICATION 0¥ 



EARLY HLSTOHICAL AND LITERARY REMAINS. 



At a General Meeting of the Camden Society held at the Freemasons' 
Tavern, Great Queen Street^, Lincoln's Inn Fields, on Wednesday the 
2nd of May, 1849, 

TriE Right Hon. Lord BRAY'BUOOKE ix the cuaib. 

His Lordship having opened the business of the Meeting, 

The Secretar}^ read the Report of the Council agreed uj>on at their 
meeting of the 18th April last, whereupon it was 

Resolved, That the said Report he received and adopted, and that 
the Thanks of the Society be given to the Director and Council for their 
services. 

The Thanks of the Society were also voted to the Editors of the 
Society^s publications fur the past year ; to Sir Charles Young, Garter 
King of Arms, to the Reverend Lambert B. Larking ; and to the Local 
Secretaries* 

The Secretfiry then read the Report of the Auditors agreed upon at 
their Meeting of the 28th April last, whereupon it was 

Resolved, That the said Report be received and adopted, and that the 
Thanks of the Society be given to the Auditors for their trouble. 

The Thanks of the Socictv having then been voted to the Treasurer, 



2 ANNIVERSARY MEETING OF 1849. 

The Meeting proceeded to the election of Officers, when 
The Right Hon. Lord Braybrooke, F.S.A. 
was elected President of the Society ; and 

Thomas Amyot, Esq. F.R.S., F.S.A. 

William Henry Blaauw, Esq. M.A. 

.ToHN Bruce, Esq. Treas. S.A. 

John Payne Collier, Esq. V.P. S.A. 

Charles Purton Cooper, Esq. Q,C., D.C.L., F.R.S., F.S.A. 

William Durrant Cooper, Esq. F.S.A. 

Bolton Corney, Esq. M.R.S.L. 

Sir Henry Ellis, K.H., F.R.S., Sec. S.A. 

The Rev. Joseph Hunter, F.S.A. 

John Mitchell Kemble, Esq. M.A. 

Peter Levesque, Esq. F.S.A. 

Thomas Joseph Pettigrew, Esq. F.R.S., F.S.A. 

Frederic Ouvry, Esq. F.S.A. 

Henry Crabb Robinson, Esq. F.S.A. and 

William John Thoms, Esq. F.S.A. 
were elected as the Council ; and 

John Yonge Akerman, Esq. Sec. S.A. 

George L. Craik, Esq. and 

Edward Fobs, Esq. F.S.A. 
were elected Auditors of the Society for the ensuing year. 

Thanks were then voted to the Secretary ; and to Lord Braybrooke, 
for the interest he had always taken in the welfare of the Society, and for 
his able conduct in the Chair. 



ELECTION OF OFFICERS, 1849. 

At a Meeting of the Council of the Camden Society held at No. 25, 
Parliament Street, Westminster, on Wednesday the 9th May, 1849, 
The Rt. Hon. Lord Braybrooke, the President, in the Chair; 

Thomas Amyot, Esq. was elected Director ; John Payne Collier, 
Esq. Treasurer; and William J. Thoms, Esq. Secretary, for the Year 
next ensuing. 



UEPORT OF THE COUNCIL 

OF 

THE CAMDEN SOCIETY, 

ELECTED 2iid MAY, 1848, 



The Council of the Camden Society, elected on the 2nd of May, 
1848, feel it necessary to repeat the announcement of their predecessors, 
that, "like every similar Institution, the Camden Society has suffered 
some diminution in its ranks from the operation of pul>lic causes/* But 
they would express their confidence that those causes are now passing 
over, and that it will not be long before the Society shall have regained 
pts early number of Members, Several Societies have been obliged to 
ield to the circumstances of the times, and others will probably follow, 
^but the number of Members of the Camden Society is still (again to use 
the words of the last Report) " amply sufficient to maintain the Society 
in it<» course of usefulness, and to prove the wide interest still felt in the 
objects for which the Society was instituted." 

In full confidence of the stability of the Society the Treasurer has 
followed the precedent of former years, and invested a sum paid in lieu of 
annual payments, which has raised the Society^s Stock from jL*900 14^, 9rf. 
to £1)11 lis. 

The Council have added to the List of Local Secretaries the name of 
John Bailey Languorne, Esq, who has kindly undertaken to dis- 
charge the duties of that office for Richmond^ Yorkshire, and its neigh- 
bourhood ; and they avail themselves of this opportunity of again pressing 
upon Members resident in the country the great service they may render 
to the Society, by taking upon themselves that not very troublesome office, 
or at all events by enlisting as Members such of their friends and neigh* 
hours as are known to take an interest in the objects for which it 1ms been 
instituted. The Society's sjihere of usefulness, tlie beneht^ it may be 
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able to confer on Historical Literature, must mainly depend on the amount 
of funds which may be at the disposal of the Council. 

The Council have to regret the deaths, during the past year, of — 

Joseph Ablett, Esq. 

Alexander Annand, Esq. 

Charles Frederick Barnwell, Esq., F.S.A. 

Benjamin Barnard, Esq. 

Peter S. Bbnwell, Esq. 

Right Hon. the Earl of Carlisle. 

The Lord Bishop of Cork, Cloyne, and Ross. 

John Comport, Esq., F.S.A. 

Very Rev. John Anthony Cramer, D.D. 

George Duke, Esq. 

Enoch Durant, Esq., F.S.A. 

Charles Filica, Esq. 

Charles Gambier, Esq. 

Mr. D. Haig. 

John Hills, Esq. M.A. 

Rev. G. Kennard. 

W. Horton Lloyd, Esq., F.S.A. 

William Henry Miller, Esq., F.S.A. 

John Pitcairn, Esq. 

Rev. Thomas B. Pooley, M.A. 

William Robinson, Esq., LL.D, F.S.A. 

Thomas Field Savory, Esq., F.S.A. 

Rev. Thomas Streatfeild, F.S.A. 

William Vines, Esq., F.S.A. 

Anthony White, Esq. 

Sir GiFFiN Wilson, F.R.S. 

Rev. Robert Wintle, B.D. 

The Council have, during the past year, added the following works to 
the List of those to be published by the Society : — 

I The Chronicle of Queen Jane and of Two Years of Queen Mary. To be 
edited by John Gough Nichols, Esq., F.S.A. 

II. A Selection from the Porkington MS. in the possession of W. Ormsby Gore, 
Esq. M.P. To be edited by James Orchard Halliwell, Esq., F.R.S. 
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UI. Household Roll of Jobn of Brabant^ Son iu Law of King Edward the 
Finit. To be edited from the original in the Chapter House, Westminster, with a 
Tran*klatioii aiid Notes by T, Hudson Turner, Esq. 

The books issued during the past year ha%*e been 

L The Diary of Henry Machyn^ Citizen and Merchant-Taylor of London^ 
cxttiuitng from the year 1550 to i,'M\3, now the Cottonian MS, Vilellius F. v. 
Edited by John Gough Nichols, Esq., F.S.A, 

which belongs to the Subscription of the preceding year. 

The Society is much indebted to Mr. John Gough Nichols, for the 
iibility and pains with which he has edited this Diary, one of the most 
valuable records of the interesting period to which it relates, and which 
has been hitherto scarcely known except by the frequent references which 
showed how much Strype was indebted to it in his various publications. 

11. Camden*9 Visitation of Huntingdonshire, made by Nicholas Charlea, hia 
Deputy. Edited from the Original Visitation preserved among the Cottonian Manu* 
scripts, by Sir Henky Ellis, K IL, F.R.S., Sec. 8.A.; and illustrated with nume- 
rous Wood Engravings of Arms, Seals, ike. 

This work, tlie editorship of which was kindly undertaken by Sir Henry 
Ellis, removes the objection frequently made tliat the Society had done 
nothing for the memory of Camden as a HeralrL It is the first in which 
Illustrations Imve been introduced to any extent; and the Council feel 
RBSored that the satisfaction which they have felt at the manner in which 
the artist, Mr. Clegliorn, has executed the task entrusted to him, will be 
participated in by the Members generally, and justify the Council for the 
expense they incurred for that purpose. 

HI. Smiths Obituary, from 1628 to 1674. Edited by Sir Henry Ellis, K.H, 
F.R.S., Sec. S,A. 

lliis volume, edited by the same zealous Member to whom the Society 
va indebted for the preceding work, was undertaken by the Council at the 
riuggestion of one well able to judge of its value. Sir Charles Young, 
[Garter King of Arms, who, having had a transcript of the Sloane MS. 
aade for his own use, kindly placed the same at the service of the Council, 
'for the purpose of publicatiort. The Council have expressed their acknow- 
ledgments to Sir Charles Young for this kindness; and the Meeting will 
probably think fit to mark by a vote of thanks their sense of the good 
feeling which he has, on this us on many former occasions, exhibited 
towards the Sooiftv. 
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HEPORT OP THE COUNCIL, 1849. 



iV. Certaine Conflide ration a upon the Government of England. By Sir Roger 
Twysden, Kt. and Bart. Edited from the unpublished Manuscript by Johm Mit- 
chell Kemble, Esq. M.A. he. 

This work was pointed out to the Council by Mr, Kemble as one of the 
most valuable treatises existing on the subject to which it relates* 

As the book is at present in the hands of but few of the Members, in 
consequence of its delivery having only just commenced, the Council trust 
they may be permitted to express their conviction that the volume — highly 
important in itself, for its illustration of the history of the Constitution — will 
derive additional value from the masterly Introduction, in which Mr. Kerable 
has furnished an outline of the life of the author, Roger Twysden, " one at 
the most laborious and judicious Antiquaries that the seventeenth century 
produced;" and in which will be found an animated sketch of that distin- 
guished and powerful class, the Country Gentlemen of England of 1640, 
the class that produced Cotton, Spelman, Twysden, and others. 

The Council cannot conclude this Report without alluding to a change 
which has gradually come over the character of the Society^s publications, 
a change which, while it has been the result of causes over which theyi 
have had comparatively little control, is one they believe to be generally 
agreeable to the Members ; it is the purely historical nature of the later 
Camden Publications* 

Since the establishment of the Camden Society, similar Societies have 
been instituted for the publication of works more immediately connected 
with our early national Poetry and Drama, Their success has been at 
once a matter of congratulation to the Council, who regard such success 
as evidence of the soundness of the principles on which the Camden^ 
Society was founded, and a warning to them to devote the means at 
their disposal to illustrate, not so much the Poetical and Literary, as the 
Political and Social History of the Empire, 

By Order of the Council, 

Thomas Amyot, Director. 
W1LX.IAM J, Thoms, Secretary, 
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(ht |f jut' $ di viclen J o d £'900 14*. 94. 
3 per Cent. Consols, invested in 
tlie names of tbe Trnsteeit of tbe 
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We, the Auditors appointed to audit tbe Accounts of tlie Camden Society, report 

Btt the Society, that the Treasurer has exhibited to us an account of the Receipts and 

fttpenditure of tbe Society^ from tbe 29tb of ApriJ, 1848, to tbe 28th of April, 1849, 

ind that we have examined the said accounts, with the vouchers relating thereto, and 

find the same to be correct and satisfactory. 

And we further report that tbe following is an Abstract of the Receipts and 
Expenditure of the Society during the period we have mentioned. 

£. 

Paid for the purchase of iTlO 16*. 3tL 3 per Cent. Con- 
sols, iavested for tbe benefit of tbe Society 

Paid for printing nnd paper of 1 ,950 copies of " Ma- 

chyn*s Dijiry " * . . , , 334 

The like for 1»000 copies of " Hontingilon Visitation " 115 
The like for 1 ,000 copies of " Smith's Obituary *' ., .. 77 
Paid for Woodentja for ♦' Huntingdon Visitation **,,♦. 80 
Paid for binding 1 ,000 copies of ** Yonge's Diary '\ . . , 49 
The like for l»000 copiea of *' Maehyn^s Diary "...... 52 

Ifionecy* nenucting propeny-uuc zti 4 ii Paid for delivery and tranambsion of " Machyn's Diary '* 
L / and *' Visitation of tbe County of Huntingdon/' with 
I / paper for wrapper*, flee. , . • ..,,.... 27 18 1 
I / Paid for Miscellaneous Printingr Lists of Members, 
I / Reports, &c., ,..♦*•,. 17 
I / Paid for Transcripts connected with works published or 
I / in progress .».,.*, ., 35 
I / Paid for Account Books, Lilbngrapb Circnlars, fitc. ., 5 
I / One yearVs payment for keeping Accounts and General 
I / Corrcapon deuce of tbe Society 52 10 
I / Paid for the expensed of la^t General Meeting 2 7 
I / Paid for postages, carriage of parcels » statiouery, and 
F / other petty cjish expenses * , , , 13 
I / Balance of Sybscriptions and other receipts * • . . . 121 
I And we, the Auditors, further state, that the Treasurer has reported to us, that 
uver and above tbe present balance of *£I21 0^. 10^. there are outstanding various sub- 
scriptions of Foreign Members, of Members resident in places distant from London, 
and of Memliers recently elected^ which the Treasurer sees no reason to doubt will 
shortly be received. 

Given under our hands this 28th day of April, 1849, 

J. Y. Akerman 1 . ,»^ 
I Audit 

Frederic Ouvry J 
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WORKS OF THE CAMDEN SOCIETY, 

AND ORDER OF THEIR PUBLICATION. 



For the Year 1838-9. 

1. Restoration of King Edward IV. 

2. Kyug Johan, by Bishop Bale. 
8. Deposition of Richard II. 

4. Plumpton Correspondence. 

5. Anecdotes and Traditions. 

For 1839-40. 

6. Political Songs. 

7. Hay ward*s Annals of Elizabeth . 

8. Ecclesiastical Documents. 

9. Norden's Description of Essex. 

10. Warkworth's Chronicle. 

1 1. Kemp's Nine Daies Wonder. 

For 1840-41. 

12. The Egerton Papers. 

13. Chronica Jocelini de Brakelonda. 

14. Irish Narratives, 1641 and 1690. 

15. Rishanger's Chronicle. 

For 1841-42. 

16. Poems of Walter Mapes. 

17. Travels of Nicander Nucius. 

18. Three Metrical Romances. 

19. Diary of Dr. John Dee. 



For 1842-3. 



20, 
21. 
22. 
23. 



Apology for the Lollards. 
Rutland Papers. 
Diary of Bishop Cartwright. 
Letters of Eminent Literary Men. 
24. Proceedings against Dame Alice 
Kyteler. 



For 1843-44. 

25. Promptorium Parvulorum : Tom. I. 

26. Suppression of the Monasteries. 

27. Leycester Correspondence. 

For 1844-45. 

28. French Chronicle of London. 

29. Polydore Vergil. 

30. The Thornton Romances. 

31. Vemey's Notes of the Long Parlia- 
ment. 

For 1845-46. 

32. Autobiography of Sir John Bramston. 

33. Correspondence of James Duke of 

Perth. 

34. Liber de Antiquis Legibus. 

35. The Chronicle of Calais. 

For 1846-47. 

36. Polydore Vergil's History, Vol. I. 

37. Italian Relation of England. 

38. Church of Middleham. 

39. The Camden Miscellany, Vol. I. 

For 1847-48. 

40. Life of Lord Grey of Wilton. 

41. Diary of Walter Yongc, Esq. 

42. Diary of Henry Machyn. 

For 1848-49. 

43. Visitation of Huntingdonshire. 

44. Obituary of Richard Smyth. 

45. Twysden on the Government of 

England. 
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